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THE  EDMONTON 

RATH  RAID  The  cmnch 

DM  1 11  ElrtlU  moves  west 
as  police  armed  with  a  video 
camera  sweep  through  the  Pisces 
Spa  arresting  60  men.  p7 


COMING  OUT 
OF  MACHISMO 

Two  men  struggle  to  be  gay 
—  and  still  respected  —  in 
Toronto's  Latin  American 
community,  p  19 


CONCEPTION  CHOICES 

Lesbians  who  want  to  become  mothers 
are  discovering  that  there's  more  than  one 
way  to  have  a  baby.  Fay  Orr  reports  on 
artificial  insemination,  p  23 
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Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 

Brunch,  Noon  to  4  p.m. 

Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 
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The  Barracks  verdict:  no  win 

Mc  Murtry  doesn  't  net  the  big  fish,  but  we  don 't  get  the  baths  cleared  of 
the  bawdy  house  rap.  Editorial  comment  on  page  6;  story  on  page  9 
(and  despite  our  cover  blooper,  nothing  about  it  on  page  7). 

In  other  news... 

Ken  Popert  prowls  with  Toronto's  Gay  Street  Patrol  (page  1 1); 
Ed  Jackson  uncovers  the  barbiturate  bandit  (page  1 1);  Chris  Bearchell 
covers  the  suicide  of  an  Edmonton  lesbian  who  may  have  been  hounded 
to  death  by  the  media  (page  15).  And  in  International  News  (page  16), 
demonstrators  in  Helsinki  get  hassled  for  hyping  homosexuality. 

Our  Image  goes  Onstage 

Reviews  of  the  Toronto  Theatre  Festival,  a  visit  to  '  'Let  My  People 
Come, ' '  lots  of  gay  lit  and  a  look  at  lesbian  imagery  past  and  present. 
Beginning  on  page  25. 

Out  in  the  City:  Summer  '81 

Beaches,  baseball  and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  are  featured  in  TBP's 
guide  to  goings-on  in  Toronto  in  July  and  August.  Page  32. 

Two  views  of  the  baths 

Tim  McCaskell  lauds  the  separation  of  love  and  eros  in  Deliberations, 
page  22,  while  Gerald  Hannon  on  The  Back  Page  descends  into  New 
York 's  Mineshaft  to  see  how  we  're  inventing  new  ways  of  defining  our 
erotic  lives. 


Regular  departments 

Letters p4 

Editorial p6 

The  Ivory  Tunnel p31 

Classifieds p37 

Network p40 
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More  errors  and  omission 

Last  issue  m  this  space,  we  apologized  lor  the 
absence  of  a  piece  we  'd  promised  in  an  earlier 
issue.  This  month,  our  regrets  are  tor  pieces  we  did 
run  —  but  with  vital  parts  missing.  On  page  30 
you  'II  find  the  accidentally  omitted  parts  of  Jane 
Rule  s  review  ol  Andrea  Dworkin  's  Pornography: 
Men  Possessing  Women,  and  Leo  Casey's  analysis 
ol  Homosexuality:  Power  and  Polihcs 
Jane  s  regular  column  was  also  promised  last 
issue,  but  we've  held  oft  printing  it  pending  the 
appearance  ol  our  apology  to  her  lor  messing  up 
her  review  So's  Your  Grandmother  will  return  in 
September 

The  cover:  photo  ol  the  raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa 
courtesy  ol  the  Edmonton  Journal,  other  photos  and 
design  by  Rick  Bebout 
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Frustration  in  Newfoundland 


The  effect  that  reading  The  Body  Politic 
can  have  upon  a  person  with  some 
awareness  of,  but  no  contact  with,  the 
gay  community,  is  amazing.  It  is  true 
that  this  effect  is  good  for  both  the 
community  and  the  person,  but  it  may 
generate  only  pain  and  frustration, 
especially  if  the  reader  is  somewhere  in 
Newfoundland  where  there  is  no  politi- 
cal gay  community. 

There  are  once  again  murmurings 
among  a  few  gays  in  this  province,  and 
hopefully  they  signal  the  beginning  of 
something.  The  sad  thing  is  that  these 
initial  movements  are  tempered  by 
defeat,  not  spurred  forward  by 
enthusiasm. 

CHAN  (Canadian  Homophile 
Association  of  Newfoundland)  folded 
about  two  years  ago.  The  organization 
had  a  membership  of  almost  300,  but  no 
one  was  interested.  The  few  directors 
tried  the  political  angle  and  wrote  to  the 
Human  Rights  Association  to  discover 
their  feelings  on  homosexuals  and 
lesbians,  hoping  this  would  stir  up  emo- 
tions. Even  a  negative  reply  bothered  no 
one  but  the  writers.  They  tried  the  social 
angle  and  held  dances,  but  only  a  few 
attended,  mostly  those  interested  in 
cheap  alcohol  and  an  easy  good  time; 
they  were  not  interested  in  CHAN. 

Finally,  the  organization  could  not 
pay  the  rent  on  its  one  room  and  the 
books  were  packed  away.  Since  CHAN 
only  consisted  of  that  room,  those 
books  and  a  dead  feeling  in  the  hearts 
of  a  handful  of  supporters,  it  was  easily 
destroyed.  One  loyal  member  kept  a 
post  office  box,  and  everyone  went  on 
with  their  lives. 

Now,  as  three  or  four  people  try  to 
resurrect  the  idea  of  a  gay  organization 
for  Newfoundland,  they  are  forced  to 
confront  the  death  of  CHAN  and 
discover  the  reason  it  occurred.  Why, 
when  there  was  a  membership  of  rea- 
sonable size,  no  competition  from  other 
groups  and  a  need  for  someone  to  rep- 
resent gays,  did  this  group  never  get  off 
the  ground? 

Unfortunately,  the  need  for  represen- 
tation for  gay  people  is  not  obvious  in 
Newfoundland.  There  are  probably  two 
factors.  First;  if  you  take  a  group  of 
people  who  as  a  whole  are  the  objects  of 
prejudice  and  then  take  a  small  segment 
of  these  people  and  add  just  a  little 
more  prejudice,  that  segment  probably 
will  not  complain.  They  are  accustomed 
to  discrimination;  a  defeatist  attitude 
has  already  been  established.  Secondly, 
gays  in  Newfoundland  do  not  think  they 
are  being  discriminated  against;  because 
no  one  knows  they  are  there,  no  acts 
take  place  against  them.  They  do  not 
know  that  they  should  not  have  to  hide. 
They  have  learned  to  accept  the  fear  of 
discovery  and  think  they  should  live 
with  it. 

Obviously  a  new  organization  will 
have  to  work  on  the  pride  of  these 
people.  Make  them  refuse  to  live  with 
prejudice  and  show  them  that  a  person 
who  must  hide  is  being  discriminated 
against.  The  budding  gay  movement  in 
Newfoundland  will  not  have  to  face 
much  opposition;  it  will  be  confronted 
with  something  more  deadly.  Opposi- 
tion may  inspire  people,  apathy  deadens 
them.  The  distance  to  be  travelled  by  a 
gay  movement  in  this  quiet  province  is 


staggering.  First  people  must  be  made 
to  feel  pain,  brutal  as  it  may  seem,  then 
they  must  be  convinced  to  fight.  The 
organizers  are  going  to  need  much  sup- 
port from  established  groups  and  much 
determination.  The  next  few  years 
should  be  interesting. 

L  Murphy 
St  John 's 

Not-so-friendly  fascism 

Kevin  Burke's  letter  in  TBP's  May  issue 
strikes  me  as  being  ironic  in  its  condem- 
nation of  Jane  Rule's  "Taunting  isn't 
teaching"  February  column.  Mr  Burke 
cautions  against  the  insidious  growth  of 
"friendly  fascism"  supposedly  inherent 
in  the  "comfortable,  professional,  suc- 
cessful, middle-class  white"  category, 
yet  he  simultaneously  ignores  the  dog- 
matic implications  of  his  assertions. 

He  implicitly  insists  that  if  gays  do 
not  come  out  in  an  activist  manner, 
then  they  are  surrendering  to  fascism 
with  facile  rationalizations.  What  he 
does  not  seem  to  realize  is  that  his 
alarmist  attitude  is  indicative  of  a  not- 
so-friendly-fascism  itself. 

Individual  struggles  need  not  be 
"quite  apart  from  those  of  the  collective 
whole,"  but  one  should  acknowledge 
the  fact  and  differences  of  individual 
realities.  Each  person's  coming  out  pro- 
cess has  its  own  idiosyncrasies,  com- 
plexities and  unique  particulars.  There 
is  no  blanket  formula  which  is  "best" 
for  the  individual  or  the  collective.  Each 
person  must  determine  his/her  own  free 
and  existential  manner  of  coming  out. 

No  collective  will  grow  unless  its 
members  constantly  question,  challenge 
and  alter  the  goals  and  aims  of  that  col- 
lective, instead  of  always  being  led  by 
the  nose.  Some  degree  of  healthy  anar- 
chism is  useful.  Where  freedom  is 
espoused,  an  individual  should  not  be 
subservient  to  any  group  and  support 
ought  to  be  freely  given  instead  of 
elicited  (or  annexed)  in  any  fascist 
fashion. 

What  Mr  Burke  seems  to  overlook  is 
not  only  that  his  criticism  of  Jane  Rule's 
column  is  in  error  (her  support  of  the 
individual  is  anti-fascistic),  but  also  that 
he  himself  is  (perhaps  unwittingly)  total- 
itarian in  his  statements.  After  all,  not 
all  dictators  are  Moral  Majority  advo- 
cates —  some  are  even  alarmist  gay 
activists,  as  honest  as  their  ravings 
might  be. 
Andrew  Currie 
Ottawa 

Depravity 

The  Toronto  Sun's  Claire  Hoy  (still 
gloating  over  Sewell's  defeat  and 
Hislop's  abortive  bid  for  election  to 
office)  asks:  "Does  any  politician  have 
the  guts  to  defend  the  notion  that 
homosexuals  and  lesbians  be  given 
special  rights  not  given  to  normal 
people  to  pursue  their  depravities?" 
I  was  gratified  that  Mr  Hoy  admitted 
for  once  that  "normal"  people  also 
have  their  depravities.  But  seriously, 
although  consenting  adults  have  the 
right  to  practise  in  private  what  Hoy 
calls  their  "depravities,"  they  do  not 
seek  any  rights  which  are  not  already 
enjoyed  by  the  heterosexual  majority. 


4fTHE  BODY  POLITIC 


JULY/AUGUST  1981 


"For  us,  the  national  conferences 

are  events  of  very  great  importance,  times 

when  we  temporarily  break  our  isolation  and  get 

recharged  with  energy  and  ideas. . . 


?? 


Did  any  heterosexual  ever  lose  his  job 
because  of  his  sexual  preference? 

In  his  column,  Mr  Hoy  once  again 
referred  to  homosexuality  as  a  sickness, 
which  it  most  emphatically  is  not;  he 
conveniently  chose  to  forget  that  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association  does 
not  consider  that  homosexuals  are  men- 
tally ill.  He  also  blithely  chose  to  forget 
all  the  famous  homosexual  men  and  les- 
bian women  whose  extraordinary  gifts 
and  intellectual  abilities  have  con- 
tributed so  vastly  to  science  and  the 
arts.  But  then,  how  can  the  gay  com- 
munity expect  fairness  from  a  bigot  who 
is  merely  capable  of  reiterating  in  a 
most  disgusting  fashion  his  ignorant 
cliches  in  blatant  disparagement  of  the 
homosexual  lifestyle? 

Homosexuality  should  be  accepted  as 
something  perfectly  natural;  it  should 
be  realized  that  there  are  people  who  are 
born  homosexual  and  there  is  nothing 
whatsoever  they  can  do  about  it. 
Bartley  Kabutch 
Mississauga 

Critical  mass  missing 

In  your  May  issue,  Jim  Monk  explained 
that  a  national  conference  would  not  be 
held  this  year,  as  CGRO  is  too  busy  with 
other  matters. 

There  seems  to  be  a  major  difference 
in  perspective  between  activists  in 
Southern  Ontario  and  the  rest  of  us 
elsewhere  in  the  English-speaking  parts 
of  the  country.  Workers  in  Ontario  get 
together  frequently  and  there  are  many 
of  them,  so  that  they  frequently  experi- 
ence the  stimulation  of  a  "critical 
mass"  of  people  with  similar  aims.  The 
rest  of  us  are  relatively  isolated;  we  have 
little  opportunity  for  gathering  enthusi- 
asm and  new  ideas  from  other  activists. 
For  us,  the  national  conferences  are 
events  of  very  great  importance,  times 
when  we  temporarily  break  our  isola- 
tion and  get  recharged  with  energy  and 
ideas  for  another  year. 

The  decision  to  cancel  the  conference 
was  taken  by  Ontarians.  The  same  deci- 
sion would  not  have  been  reached  by 
people  deeply  aware  of  the  situation  in 
the  rest  of  the  country.  The  effective- 
ness of  workers  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  will  be  seriously  impeded  by 
this  two-year  break  between  confer- 
ences. Also,  the  opportunity  which 
most  of  us  hoped  for,  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  events  and  ideas  from 
Quebec,  is  postponed  for  yet  another 
year. 

There  is  another  aspect  to  the  situa- 
tion which  Jim  Monk  didn't  mention. 
At  the  time  of  the  national  gathering 
there  was  to  have  been  the  founding 
conference  of  CALGM.  Last  year  in 
Calgary  we  spent  only  about  two  hours 
drafting  a  temporary  constitution  and 
electing  temporary  officers  for  this  new 
association,  with  the  agreement  that  a 
new  constitution  would  be  prepared  and 
circulated  in  advance  for  modification 
and  adoption  at  the  national  confer- 
ence. Thus,  our  new  national  organiza- 
tion is  to  be  left  to  limp  along  for 
another  year. 

Out  here,  we  do  understand  the 
importance  of  what  is  happening  in 
Toronto  and  appreciate  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  which  activists  there 


are  contributing  to  what  is  a  national 
cause  (and  wish  we  could  be  there  to 
help),  but  some  of  us  don't  feel  that  the 
cancellation  of  the  conference  was  justi- 
fied on  these  grounds.  Although  we  are 
not  dealing  with  big  events,  the  work 
that  we  in  the  hinterland  do  is  of  some 
importance;  the  strength  of  the  national 
movement  must  not  be  sacrificed  to  a 
narrow,  central-Canadian  perspective. 

Doug  Whitfield 
Edmonton 

Overcoming  barriers 

I  took  the  February  '81  est  training,  the 
same  scheduled  training  Harvey  Ham- 
burg ("Me  and  est"  Tribal  Rites,  May 
TBP)  decided  not  to  participate  in. 

I  can't  see  the  logic  in  the  way  he 
treated  the  question  on  "marital 
status,"  unless  he  applies  this  reasoning 
to  other  forms,  e  g,  income  tax  forms, 
driver's  licence,  etc.  Being  single,  I 
couldn't  find  any  complication  in 
answering  the  question.  I  am  aware  that 
est  places  emphasis  on  "commitment" 
and  adherence  to  the  rules.  But  the 
training  would  not  work  if  you  broke 
the  commitment  and  didn't  follow  the 
basic  rules. 

Since  I  took  the  training,  there  have 
been  some  changes  in  my  life,  est 
"teaches"  you  to  identify  and  overcome 
barriers.  For  me,  they  are  shyness,  ner- 
vousness and  fear. 

One  of  the  first  things  I  did  after  the 
training  was  to  participate  in  the  Feb  6 
demonstration.  On  Feb  12,  I  told  my 
mother  about  my  being  gay.  I  was  ex- 
tremely nervous  in  doing  this,  but  I 
didn't  let  that  stop  me.  About  a  month 
or  so  later,  I  told  a  close  friend  I've 
known  for  12  years.  In  all  these  cases,  I 
used  est  as  a  bridge  to  my  actions  and 
declarations.  The  full  impact  of  est  has 
not  hit  me  yet,  but  I  feel  I'm  moving  in 
the  right  direction. 
H  Maton 
Toronto 

Blinkered  observation 

While  Ken  Popert's  article  concerning 
GLARE  day,  April  4,  1981,  in  the  May 
issue  of  TBP  gave  adequate  coverage  of 
the  event,  I  find  his  blinkered  observa- 
tion that,  "oddly,  if  there  was  any  male 
contribution  to  this  culture,  it  was  not 
in  evidence"  indefensible. 

I  trust  that,  while  Mr  Popert  was  sen- 
tient during  the  Toronto  Gay  Communi- 
ty Choir's  performance,  he  none  the  less 
neglected  to  appreciate  the  contribution 
of  men  to  the  choir.  There  were  both 
lesbian  and  gay  men  performing  togeth- 
er in  common  cause  at  the  event. 

The  Toronto  Gay  Community  Choir 
has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
only  three  mixed  gay-identified  choruses 
in  North  America  (the  other  two  are  in 
San  Francisco  and  New  York.)  While 
not  detracting  from  the  excellence  of  the 
other  performers  at  GLARE  day,  I  feel 
that  the  uniqueness  of  this  musical 
organization  to  the  Toronto  gay  scene 
should  merit  more  attention  in  the  pages 
Of  TBP. 
Susan  A  haran 
Toronto 

We  welcome  your  tellers.  Send  them  to:  TBP,  Box 
72S9,  Station  A.  Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9. 


Peter 
Brown 
TVavel 
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SUMMER  DAYS 

GAY  DANCE  •  G.C.D.C. 


ST.  LAWRENCE  MARKET  • 
9-2  AM  •  $5  ADVANCE, 


SAT.  JUNE  27 
$6  DOOR 


Held  under  the  authority  of  a  spe- 
cial occasion  permit.  Tickets 
available  from  these  par- 
ticipating groups: 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  •  Gay  Community 
Appeal  •  Gay  Counselling 
Centre  of  Toronto  •  Gay 
Liberation  of  Waterloo  • 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church  •  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  •  Toronto 
Area  Gays 

Tickets  also  available  from 
Glad  Day  Books  •  Buddy's 

•  Dudes  •  Empire  Diner 

•  Lipstick  •  18  East 


\ 


BRING 
THIS  COUPON  FOR 

50C  OFF 

EITHER  DOOR 

ADMISSION  OR 

REFRESHMENTS 

Limit   1  coupon  per 

person  Good  only  at 

GCOC  Dance.  June  27.  1961 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/5 


Phone  964-9671 


Noon  to  7pm 


SARAH  SHRIGLEY,  C.E. 

Permanent  hair  removal  using 

electrolysis,  thermolysis  or  the  blend. 

Body  hair  removal  by  waxing. 

FREE  CONSULTATION 

Treatments  in  private. 
Men  and  women  welcome. 

"Across  from  the  Wellesley  subway  stop" 


2nd  floor 

The  Midtown  Clinic 


29  Wellesley  St  E 
Toronto 


*    THE  LARGfST  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  HISTORIC  OLD  TOWN    •  ROOfTIS,  EFFICIENCIES.  APflRTfTltNTS 


WW 


n  '     - 


House 

>  INN  place 


.  1129  FLEfTlINC  STREET,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDA  33040      TELEPHONE  305  294-6284    VISfi,  mc,  HE,  TEIECHEK     • 


/\  REI/DE 

directed  by  Jim  Saar 


A  MUSICAL  CELEBRATION  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  SPIRIT 


We  are  looking  for  people  who  want  to  be  on  stage  to  perform  and  to  enjoy 
being  positive  about  being  GAY  Talented  amateurs,  semi-professionals 
and  professionals  are  being  sought: 

DANCERS.  SINGERS,  ACTORS,  MUSICIANS,  PERFORMERS, 
ZIEGFELD  DRAG.  ACROBATS,  JUGGLERS,  COMEDIANS,  ETC. 
ALSO      REHEARSAL  PIANISTS,  STAGE  HANDS,  COSTUME, 
SOUND,  AND  LIGHTING  PERSONNEL,  AS  WELL  AS  GOFERS. 

Auditions  July  9,  10  and  11 

Rehearsals:  3  or  4  times  per  week  beginning  August  4 

Performances:  September  10,  11  and  12 

To  audition,  call  869-3036.  Leave  your  name,  number  and  talent 
category— you  II  get  a  call  back  to  arrange  an  audition  time. 

V Sponsored  by 
THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  APPEAL  OF  TORONTO 


Bawdyhouses:  public  sex  and  sharks 

The  first  Barracks  trial  came  to  an  inconclusive  end  June  12.  Judge  Rice's  decision 
convicting  two  employees  of  keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse  while  acquitting  the 
three  owners  on  the  same  charge  was  a  victory  neither  for  Solicitor  General  Roy 
McMurtry  and  his  cops  nor  for  the  gay  community.  Instead  it  defined  the  battle- 
ground of  our  future  struggles  —  the  legal  definitions  of  "indecency"  and 
"privacy." 

Judge  Rice  did  not  find  The  Barracks  a  common  bawdyhouse  because  gay  sex 
took  place  there,  or  because  sex  toys  were  used.  According  to  his  decision,  sex  at 
The  Barracks  was  indecent  because  it  was  not  "private,"  —  i  e  third  persons  were 
able  to  view  or  participate  in  it. 

That  was  not  the  verdict  that  the  police  or  the  Crown  wanted.  They  argued  that 
gay  sex  itself  is  indecent  and  therefore  any  place  where  it  habitually  takes  place  is  a 
bawdyhouse.  That  argument  seeks  to  undermine  the  1969  Criminal  Code  amend- 
ments, and  has  the  potential  of  making  all  gay  people  keepers  of  common 
bawdyhouses  in  our  own  homes. 

On  the  other  hand,  Judge  Rice's  decision  about  what  constitutes  privacy  is  still 
far  from  progressive.  The  gay  community  must  fight  for  a  broader  definition  of 
privacy.  What  happens  between  consenting  adults  behind  closed  doors  must  be  con- 
sidered private.  Otherwise  the  spying  eyes  of  any  undercover  cop  are  sufficient  to 
make  our  sex  indecent  and  our  places  bawdyhouses.  We  must  work  to  see  that, 
when  the  Criminal  Code  is  reformed  this  fall,  the  "decency"  of  sexual  acts  is  not 
determined  by  the  number  of  people  participating. 

We  must  also  continue  to  demand  the  repeal  of  the  bawdyhouse  laws.  McMurtry 
is  allowing  the  police,  for  whose  actions  he  holds  final  responsibility,  to  abuse  those 
laws,  making  it  difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  he  is  doing  so  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Progressive  Conservative  Party  and  his  own  career  within  it  by  at- 
tempting to  prevent  the  growth  and  consolidation  of  a  strong  gay  community  in 
Ontario. 

Repeal  of  the  bawdyhouse  laws  will  not  end  the  PCs'  conspiracy  against  our  com- 
munity and  our  rights.  But  it  will  deprive  them  and  their  co-conspirators  in  Alberta 
and  across  the  rest  of  the  country  of  a  significant  tool  in  their  attacks  against  us. 

Rice's  verdict  entails  a  potential  political  danger  for  us.  So  far,  owners, 
employees  and  found-ins  have  stuck  together  to  fight  the  case.  While  it  is  incom- 
prehensible that  the  owners  of  an  establishment  should  be  acquitted  while  their 
employees  are  convicted,  that  is  a  small  injustice  enmeshed  in  a  far  larger  one.  No 
one  should  have  been  charged.  No  one  should  have  been  convicted.  That  this  ap- 
parently contradictory  verdict  falls  more  heavily  on  some  than  on  others  should  not 
be  allowed  to  raise  suspicions  or  divisions  between  different  sectors  of  our  com- 
munity. The  raids  and  charges  are  attacks  on  us  all.  In  order  to  win,  we  must  main- 
tain the  unity  that  has  characterized  our  struggle  so  far. 

The  Barracks  decision  is  not  acceptable  to  the  gay  community.  It  leaves  the  State 
firmly  entrenched  in  our  bedrooms.  But  it  is  not  the  worst  we  might  have  expected. 
McMurtry  did  not  get  his  way.  Gay  sex  perse  has  not  been  found  to  be  indecent. 

The  Barracks  is  a  skirmish  in  a  long  struggle.  The  decisive  battles  are  yet  to  come. 


Being  gay  in  Canada  these  days  is  rather  like  being  in  a  lifeboat. 

And,  as  in  all  lifeboat  situations,  there  are  certain  unavoidable  facts  of  life.  First, 
it  is  a  dangerous  situation  to  be  in.  Second,  you  don't  get  to  choose  who's  in  the 
lifeboat  with  you:  catastrophe  is  very  democratic.  And  third,  the  actions  of  any  one 
person  will  have  an  impact  on  everone  else  in  the  boat. 

People  have  to  work  together.  The  sharks  won't  be  particularly  curious  as  to  why 
or  how  you  ended  up  in  the  water. 

The  recent  raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa  in  Edmonton  plunged  that  city's  gay  communi- 
ty into  a  lifeboat  situation.  Fifty-six  people  were  charged  as  found-ins  and  six  as 
keepers  —  all  faced  trials,  possible  convictions,  fines  and  criminal  records. 

Less  than  a  week  after  the  raid,  while  the  found-ins  were  still  in  a  state  of  great 
uncertainty,  the  two  owners,  the  manager  and  five  of  the  found-ins  entered  guilty 
pleas  in  a  hastily  arranged  late  afternoon  court  session. 

It  was  done  without  warning  or  consultation  of  any  kind.  It  was  done  after 
several  community  meetings  indicated  that  many  found-ins  were  willing  to  fight  the 
charges  in  open  court.  It  was  done  even  though  there  was  evidence  that  many  in  the 
wider  community  also  deplored  the  raid  and  charges. 

Eric  Stein  and  Dr  Henry  Toupin,  the  owners  of  the  Pisces  Spa,  are  probably 
reasonably  well  insulated  from  the  consequences  of  their  guilty  pleas.  Stein  is  an  in- 
dependent businessman;  Toupin  a  respected  neurologist.  Unfortunately,  everyone 
else  in  the  boat  now  has  to  scramble  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  the  Pisces  Spa  is  now, 
in  law,  a  common  bawdyhouse,  and  the  sexual  acts  that  went  on  there  constitute  the 
practice  of  acts  of  indecency. 

Stein  has  presented  the  guilty  pleas  as  a  benevolent  act,  intended  to  spare  the  ac- 
cused found-ins  a  protracted  and  highly  public  trial.  That  is  not  how  it  will  work. 
Whether  they  accept  it  or  not,  the  accused  keepers  had  a  legal  status  which  gave 
them  a  greater  responsibility  to  shoulder.  They  failed  to  see  this,  and  jeopardized 
everyone  else's  case  as  a  result. 

If  they  had  seen  fit  to  consult  with  many  of  the  found-ins  as  to  the  merits  of 
pleading  guilty,  they  may  have  had  some  difficulty  persuading  the  23-year-old 
teacher  who  saw  his  developing  career  going  down  the  tube.  Or  the  married 
clergyman  with  six  children.  Or  the  man  from  small-town  Alberta  who  wondered 
whether  he  could  ever  go  back  home. 

All  Stein  and  Toupin  have  done  is  bring  the  sharks  closer  to  a  free  lunch.  □ 
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For  most  of  the  men  in  Edmon- 
ton's Pisces  Spa  that  night,  the 
first  indication  that  something 
was  wrong  came  when  the  sound 
system  suddenly  got  jacked  way 
up.  Men  with  rooms  toward  the  back  of 
the  single-storey  gay  bath  didn't  realize 
for  some  minutes  that  the  sound  was 
covering  the  splintering  of  cubicle  doors 
as  40  Edmonton  police  officers,  six 
members  of  the  RCMP  and  two  Crown 
Attorneys  fanned  quickly  through  the 
building. 

It  was  1 :35  am  on  Saturday,  May  30. 
Tony,  one  of  several  teachers  arrested 
that  night,  was  just  leaving  the  Jacuzzi 
with  a  friend.  "Suddenly  there  was  a  lot 
of  noise  and  bright  lights,"  he  told  me. 
"All  these  uniformed  police  came  run- 
ning by  and  suddenly  there  was  this  guy 
with  a  video  camera  with  lights  on  it 
and  he  panned  it  back  and  forth  over  us 
—  one  guy  was  still  in  the  Jacuzzi  and 
there  was  someone  in  the  shower.  Then 
one  cop  stopped  and  said,  'Don't  move. 
You're  under  arrest  for  being  found-ins 
in  a  common  bawdyhouse.  Anything 
you  say  can  be  used  against  you  in 
court.'" 

Tony  was  one  of  60  men  arrested  that 
night  —  56  as  found-ins  and  four  as 
keepers  of  a  common  bawdyhouse. 
Reports  vary  as  to  how  much  damage 
was  done.  Some  found-ins  told  me  the 
police  just  kicked  in  doors;  others  said 
they  kicked  holes  in  walls  as  well.  In 
every  case,  however,  the  probing  lens 
and  bright  lights  of  the  video  cameras 
stabbed  into  every  room,  into  the 
shower  areas,  into  the  two  "dark" 
rooms.  The  police  told  everyone  to  stay 
as  he  was  —  later,  a  police  photograph- 
er came  by.  Each  man  had  his  name, 
age  and  occupation  written  on  a  piece 
of  paper  and  he  was  told  to  hold  it  in 
front  of  him.  He  was  photographed  that 
way,  and,  according  to  one  found-in  I 
talked  to,  everyone  was  photographed  a 
second  time  after  he  was  dressed.  Police 
seized  several  items  as  evidence,  inclu- 
ding the  club's  membership  list  of  more 
than  2,000  names. 

The  worst  was  yet  to  come. 

Within  hours  many  of  those  men  had 
been  intimidated  into  testifying  in  court 
without  benefit  of  counsel.  And  before 
the  week  was  out  the  community  was  hit 
with  a  double  shock:  the  revelation  in 
the  Edmonton  Journal  June  4  that  the 
entire  police  operation  had  been  insti- 
gated by  a  complaint  from  a  gay  man 
who  found  the  activities  there  immoral 
and  decided  to  do  something  about  it. 
And  the  following  day  the  two  owners, 
the  manager  and  five  found-ins  made  a 
surprise  appearance  in  court  to  plead 
guilty  to  the  charges. 

Provincial  Court  Judge  C  H  Rolf  said 
that  though  a  club  for  homosexuals  was 
not  illegal,  the  Pisces  had  "degenerated 
into  this  morass  of  activity.  It  became  a 
bawdyhouse  in  the  most  extraordinary 
sense."  He  then  sentenced  owner  Dr 
Henry  Toupin  and  manager  John  Kerr 
each  to  a  fine  of  $10,000  or  a  year  in 
jail,  fined  the  Spa  itself  $20,000,  and 
sentenced  co-owner  Eric  Stein  to  a  fine 
of  $5,000  or  6  months  in  jail.  Found-ins 
were  fined  $250  or  30  days  in  jail. 

The  Pisces  Spa  is  closed,  and  it 


Lights,  cameras  and  cops  all  over  the  place. 

The  Pisces  Sauna  gets  busted  —  and  the  right  to  privacy  goes  national 

Edmonton:  bath  raids  move  west 


Edmonton  Police  and  the  RCMP  at 
the  Pisces  on  the  night  of  the  raid.  Doug 
Whitfield,  gate's  civil  rights  director,  ad- 
dresses Rally  Against  Discrimination. 


appeais  the  only  other  bath,  the 
Gymini,  has  closed  as  well.  At  least, 
they  weren't  answering  their  phone. 

The  Edmonton  police  had  clearly 
learned  from  the  Toronto  raids,  and  in 
many  respects  the  Pisces  raid  seems  to 
have  been  far  more  sophisticated  —  and 
more  sinister.  Edmonton  Police  Chief 
Robert  Lunney  admitted  they  had  been 
in  touch  with  Toronto  police  for  advice, 
and  Morality  Staff  Sergeant  John 
Torgerson,  who  directed  the  raid,  has 
been  quoted  as  saying,  "We  picked  Tor- 
onto's brains.  We  wanted  to  know  the 
pitfalls  they  fell  into  with  their  raids  and 
what  they  looked  for."  Toronto  police, 
including  Chief  Ackroyd,  are  not  admit- 
ting to  any  such  contact. 

If  Edmonton  police  concluded  any- 
thing from  their  consultations,  it  seems 
to  have  been  to  cool  it  on  the  violence 
and  verbal  abuse.  Found-ins  I  spoke  to 
have  been  unanimous  in  describing  the 
officers  as  polite  and  restrained  during 
the  entire  operation. 

That  politeness,  however,  may  well 
have  been  a  tactical  decision  with  far 
more  frightening  implications  —  there 
was  that  5  am  court  session  awaiting 
many  of  the  found-ins,  and  officers 
may  well  have  been  trying  to  avoid  an 
angry  and  rebellious  group  of  gay  men 

' '  They  asked  if  it  can  wait  until  morning  — 
the  whole  police  force  is  out  raiding  some 
spa  or  something. ' '  Edmonton  Journal 
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refusing  to  cooperate  in  court. 

As  it  happened,  the  hearing  went  off 
without  a  hitch.  And  that  is  probably 
the  most  frightening  thing  about  the 
raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa.  Police  turned  to 
an  obscure  section  of  the  Criminal  Code 
which  authorizes  them  to  question 
anyone  arrested  in  a  common  bawdy- 
house as  to  the  "purpose  for  which  the 
place...  is  or  has  been  used,  ...and  any 
matter  relating  to  the  warrant." 

There  are  conflicting  reports  of  what 
happened  in  that  Alberta  Provincial 
Courtroom  at  5  am  that  Saturday  morn- 
ing. Everyone  agrees  there  were  two 
provincial  court  judges  ready,  plus 
court  clerks  and  Crown  attorneys,  and 
that  the  60  prisoners  were  read  Section 
183  of  the  Criminal  Code,  and  caution- 
ed that  they  must  answer  all  questions 
and  answer  them  truthfully.  But  the 
found-ins  are  adamant  that  several  of 
them  asked  to  speak  to  a  lawyer  and 
were  refused,  and  that  others  asked  to 
make  a  phone  call  and  were  also 
refused. 

Staff  Sgt  Torgerson  told  me  there  was 
a  phone  set  up,  and  that  anyone  who 
had  wished  to  speak  to  counsel  could 
have  done  so.  Oddly  enough,  it  seems 
no  one  did. 

So,  one  by  one,  a  select  group  of 
alleged  keepers  and  found-ins  were 
taken  into  a  private  court  room  and 
asked  about  the  kinds  of  things  that 
happened  at  the  Pisces  Spa.  Most  of 
these  men  had  never  been  in  court 
before,  and  all  had  had  their  privacy 
grossly  invaded,  had  been  photo- 
graphed in  various  stages  of  undress, 
kept  sitting  in  a  coutroom  for  hours, 
denied  counsel,  and  even,  for  the  first 
hour  in  that  courtroom,  prevented  from 
using  the  bathroom. 

So  they  talked.  Some,  according  to  a 
reporter  for  the  Edmonton  Journal, 
near  (cars  as  they  described  partici- 
pating in  or  witnessing  group  sex,  or 
were  forced  (o  talk  about  lubricants  or 
wrist  bands  or  cock  rings. 


What  each  person  said  could  not  be 
used  against  him  in  any  future  trial. 
That's  what  the  law  says,  and  that's 
what  the  men  were  told.  What  they 
weren  7  told,  however,  and  what 
Torgerson  admitted  quite  blithely  to  me, 
was  that  everything  each  person  said 
could  be  used  against  anyone  else  on  the 
premises,  and  what  anyone  else  said 
could  be  used  against  you. 

I  described  those  as  police  state  tac- 
tics to  a  Journal  reporter,  and  I  don't" 
think  that's  too  strong  a  description. 
Even  the  police  seem  to  have  realized 
how  such  actions  might  be  viewed  — 
police  twice  denied  a  Journal  reporter 
access  to  the  courtroom,  and  she  was 
permitted  entry  only  after  she  insisted 
officers  consult  with  the  Crown  on  the 
matter.  A  June  2  Journal  editorial 
called  it  "an  infringement  upon  the  fun- 
damental principle  by  which  members 
of  a  democracy  have  access  to  the 
machinery  of  justice....  Chief  Robert 
Lunney  should  remind  his  officers  that 
they  are  servants  of  the  law,  they  are 
not  the  law  itself." 

A  34-year-old  community  worker  I'll 
call  Alan  told  me  he  and  the  other 
found-ins  who  weren't  questioned  were 
finally  told  they  could  go  home  at  about 
8:30  am.  "I  went  home  to  my  lover," 
Alan  told  me.  "I  felt  so  violated  — 
maybe  it's  like  a  woman  feels  after  she's 
been  raped.  I  felt  unworthy  of  his  love 
—  it's  crazy,  but  I  did.  And  he  —  he 
was  ready  to  go  out  and  throw  bricks  at 
the  police  and  he's  a  very  straight  busi- 
ness type." 

"I  called  GATE  right  away  too." 

The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
already  knew.  Acting  civil  rights  direc- 
tor Doug  Whitfield  had  been  awakened 
about  2:30  am  by  a  phone  call  from  an 
MCC  member  who  told  him  the  raid  was 
in  progress.  "Next  morning  (MCC  pas- 
tor) Phil  Speranza  called  me"  Whitfield 
said,  and  I  started  calling  people  and  we 
got  a  meeting  together  for  that  after- 
noon." 

The  meeting  was  scattered  and  tense, 
according  to  Whitfield,  but  progress 
«.i\  being  made  towards  developing 
some  kind  of  comnnmiu  response  — 
until  Pisces  Spa  co-owner  Eric  Stein 

joined  the  group. 
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According  to  Whitfield,  Stein  man- 
aged to  change  the  mood  of  the  gather- 
ing completely.  Apparently  Stein  argued 
that  if  things  were  kept  quiet  their 
lawyers  might  be  able  to  plea  bargain 
the  dropping  of  charges  against  the 
found-ins  —  ironic,  considering  that 
less  than  a  week  later  both  men  would 
plead  guilty  to  the  charges  and  jeopar- 
dize the  case  of  every  found-in  who  had 
decided  that  gay  bath  house  activities  do 
not  constitute  acts  of  indecency.  It 
seems  the  only  "deal"  the  owners  man- 
aged to  wrest  from  the  Crown  was  an 
agreement  to  change  the  charge  against 
Pisces  employees  from  being  keepers  to 
the  less  serious  charge  of  being  found- 
ins.  And,  as  it  turns  out,  the  three 
remaining  "keepers"  appeared  in  court 
June  10  and  pleaded  quilty  to  the 
reduced  charge  of  being  found-ins.  One 
other  found-in  did  the  same,  and  all 
four  were  fined  $250  or  30  days  in  jail. 

That  afternoon,  however,  Stein  was 
persuasive  enough  to  form  a  consensus 
opposed  to  any  public  action  or  criti- 
cism of  the  police. 

However,  GATE  did  have  a  leaflet  cir- 
culating through  the  bars  by  that  night 
—  less  than  24  hours  after  the  raid.  It 
provided  a  lot  of  disoriented  people 
with  a  much-needed  focus.  Several 
found-ins  told  me  they  were  impressed 
by  the  way  GATE,  MCC  and  Dignity  had 
pulled  things  together  so  quickly. 

By  this  time,  reaction  was  beginning 
to  develop  in  the  wider  community  as 
well.  A  civil  libertarian  straight  couple, 
Ken  Bolton  and  Kathy  Rankin,  pulled 
together  the  acronymically  unfortunate 
Straights  Against  Discrimination  for  a 
demonstration  in  front  of  city  hall 
June  3. 

About  100  people  turned  up  to  hear 
speakers  from  labour,  the  Unitarian 
Church  and  the  gay  community  con- 
demn the  bath  raid  as  a  violation  of 
people's  civil  rights  and  a  shameful 
waste  of  time  and  money. 

Harry  Midgley,  president  of  the 
Alberta  Human  Rights  and  Civil  Liber- 
ties Association,  was  a  vocal  critic  of 
the  raid  from  the  start,  and  told  TBP 
"the  police  often  find  it  convenient  to 
curry  the  favour  of  the  public  by  play- 
ing on  the  well-known  prejudices  of  the 
community.  Their  handling  of  this  case 
was  way  out  of  proportion  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence....  It  has  the  savour  of 
psychological  intimidation." 

However,  Mayor  Cec  Purves  told 
TBP  the  raid  was  simply  "within  police 
jurisdiction  —  they  acted  on  a  com- 
plaint," but  refused  comment  on  the 
matter  of  withholding  lawyers  from 
found-ins  during  the  5  am  hearing. 

The  police,  too,  are  claiming  that  the 
whole  thing  was  just  one  of  many 
bawdyhouse  raids,  and  that  they  can't 
understand  the  fuss.  "We're  blind  with 
respect  to  sexual  preference  as  regards 
law  enforcement,"  Chief  Lunney  told 
me.  "To  me,  this  is  just  another  case  of 
keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse.  The 
only  unusual  thing  about  it  is  the  large 
number  of  found-ins." 

That  isn't  the  only  unusual  thing 
about  the  Pisces  raid.  For  one  thing, 
this  appears  to  be  the  first  bawdyhouse 
bust  where  the  Edmonton  police  are 
alleging  acts  of  indeceny  instead  of 
prostitution. 

The  Pisces  raid  was  different,  too,  in 
that  it  was  preceeded  by  a  three-month 
investigation  which  included  surveil- 
lance of  the  premises  and  the  taking  of 
photographs  of  individuals  entering  and 
leaving  ("Investigations  will  continue 
regarding  these  individuals,"  the  police 
press  release  ominously  notes).  This  in  a 
city  with  one  of  the  highest  crime  rates 
in  Canada. 


Handling  the  crisis:  GATE  counsellor  Jeanne  Rioux  deals  with  calls  from  found-ins 


However  the  police  may  regard  the 
raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa,  there  is  no  doubt 
the  gay  community  in  Edmonton 
regards  it  as  a  full-scale  assault  and  is 
taking  what  measures  it  can  to  fight 
back.  A  community  meeting  drew  about 
25  people  June  8  to  form  a  Privacy 
Defence  Committee  modelled  on  Toron- 
to's Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  and 
more  than  $3,000  has  already  been 
gathered  to  help  fund  the  legal  defence 
of  those  found-ins  who  wish  to  fight  the 
charges. 

Don  Meen,  Social  Services  Director 
for  GATE  and  a  trained  psychologist, 
has  been  coordinating  a  counselling  and 
support  system  for  the  found-ins.  "We 
have  a  couple  of  very,  very  depressed 
guys,"  he  told  me.  Meen  has  been  able 
to  get  in  touch  with  about  20  of  the 
found-ins,  and  says  he's  most  concerned 
about  the  men  from  small  towns  outside 
Edmonton.  "They're  isolated  from  per- 
sonal support,"  he  says.  He  also  em- 


phasizes, though,  that  some  men  are 
"just  downright  mad.  The  indignity  of 
it  all  bumps  against  their  sense  of  per- 
sonal integrity  and  that  can  lead  to  a 
growing,  maturing  experience." 

Meen  also  hopes  it  will  lead  to  a 
stronger  gay  community  in  Edmonton. 
It  may  —  recent  community  meetings 
have  been  well  attended,  but  there  is 
also  little  doubt  that  the  sudden  guilty 
pleas  had  a  definite  cooling  effect  on 
the  will  to  keep  fighting. 

Why  did  it  happen?  Did  it  all  really 
start  because  one  tormented  gay  man 
decided  to  lay  a  complaint  about  the  spa 
to  prove  that  "just  because  I'm  gay 
doesn't  mean  I  don't  have  any  moral 
standards"?  Probably  not.  There  has 
been  speculation  in  media  circles  in  Ed- 
monton that  the  man  who  led  the  raid, 
Staff  Sgt  John  Torgerson,  is  ambitious, 
wants  to  be  police  chief,  and  that  this 
high-profile  raid  in  a  strategic  career 
move.  And  it  may  just  be  that  it  is  part 


United  Church  in  Alberta  votes 
to  study  ordination  of  gays 


CALGARY  —  Five  hundred  delegates 
at  the  Alberta  Conference  of  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  passed  three  positive 
resolutions  relating  to  gay  rights  and  the 
ordination  of  gays  at  the  provincial 
annual  conference  at  the  end  of  May. 

The  first  resolution  encourages  con- 
gregations to  study  In  God's  Image... 
Male  and  Female,  the  controversial  and 
progressive  document  on  human  sexual- 
ity prepared  last  year  by  the  church's 
Task  Force  on  Human  Sexuality.  The 
second  calls  on  the  Alberta  government 
to  include  sexual  orientation  in  the 
provincial  human  rights  code.  The  final 
resolution  requests  that  the  division  of 
the  church  responsible  for  the  training 
and  overseeing  of  new  ministers  study 
the  issue  of  homosexuals  in  the  United 
Church  clergy  and  present  guidelines  in 
this  regard  to  the  next  annual  confer- 
ence. 

The  issue  of  gay  clergy  caused  a 
major  media  furor  in  Alberta  when  the 
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Calgary  and  Edmonton  press  reported 
that  the  conference  had  actually 
approved  the  ordination  of  homosexual 
ministers.  The  conference  organizers 
then  issued  a  press  release  denying  the 
report  and  demanding  a  correction  be 
published. 

Several  speakers  at  the  conference 
spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  the  ordina- 
tion of  gays,  and  an  end  to  anti-gay  atti- 
tudes within  the  church.  One  of  the 
most  positive  statements  came  from 
conference  past-president  Reverend 
Jack  Colclough,  who  was  quoted  in  the 
Calgary  Herald  as  saying,  "Having 
asked  that  society  not  be  allowed  to  dis- 
criminate, it  only  follows  that  the 
church  not  discriminate  and  has  to 
allow  the  ordination  of  an  avowed  or 
stated  homosexual." 

Pastor  Phillip  Speranza  of  the 
Edmonton  Community  Church 
applauded  the  resolutions  as  a  major 
step  forward,  noting  however  that  the 
final  decision  still  must  be  made  by  the 
church  at  the  national  level. 

Dr  Lois  Wilson,  moderator  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canada,  was  not 
available  for  comment  on  the  ordina- 
tion issue.  However,  Alayne  Scanlon, 
director  of  news  services,  told  TBP  Dr 
Wilson  would  likely  not  offer  a  personal 
opinion  since  the  church  currently  has 
no  policy  on  the  matter.  She  said  the 
issue  will  not  be  resolved  at  least  until 
the  1984  national  conference,  by  which 
time  regional  church  organizations  are 
expected  to  have  studied  all  aspects  of 
In  God's  Image,  and  decided  on  the 
various  policy  matters  discussed  in  the 
report. 

Robert  Trow  D 


of  a  crackdown  on  gay  people  that 
started  in  Toronto  and  will  keep  right 
on  happening  across  the  country. 

What  it  means  for  Edmonton 
depends  largely  on  what  groups  like 
GATE,  the  MCC,  Dignity  and  the  newly 
formed  Privacy  Defence  Committee  can 
provide  in  the  way  of  direction.  "We're 
not  banner-wavers,"  some  found-ins 
told  me.  But  some  of  the  same  men  also 
said,  "We're  not  going  to  go  away," 
and  that's  the  beginning  of  resistance. 

Contributions  to  the  Privacy  Defence 
Committe  can  be  sent  c/o  GATE, 
Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB  T5J  2P2. 

Gerald  Harmon!  : 

Bureaucrats  scuttle 
education  project 

VANCOUVER  —  A  project  aimed  at 
dispelling  prejudice  against  lesbians 
appears  to  have  fallen  victim  to  anti- 
lesbian  discrimination.  A  slide  and  tape 
educational  programme  proposed  by 
this  city's  Lesbian  Information  Line 
(LIL)  was  initially  supported  and  then 
rejected  by  the  regional  Secretary  of 
State's  office  and  the  BC  Ministry  of 
Labour's  Human  Rights  Commission. 

LIL  began  discussions  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  Secretary  of  State  almost  a 
year  ago.  After  receiving  initial  support, 
they  were  told  that  funding  was  condi- 
tional on  finding  another  agency  to  co- 
sponsor  the  programme. 

The  BC  Human  Rights  Commission 
(BCHRC)  agreed  at  a  January  meeting 
to  contribute  $3500  to  the  $7500  budget. 
In  February,  however,  the  Secretary  of 
State  withdrew  its  support,  claiming  the 
project  was  not  within  the  priorities  of 
the  Women's  Programme. 

The  BCHRC  then  passed  a  motion 
March  27  to  fund  the  project  for  the  full 
amount.  However,  the  end  of  March 
was  the  end  of  their  fiscal  year  and  the 
new  budget  didn't  include  funds  for 
such  purposes.  While  able  to  give  atten- 
tion to  other  decisions  of  that  meeting, 
the  Minister  claimed  to  need  more 
information  about  the  LIL  proposal  and 
therefore  did  not  sign  it  before  the  new 
budget  came  into  effect. 

"Our  real  complaint  is  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State"  explained  LIL  spokes- 
woman Dorrie  Brannock.  Stuart  Clark, 
Assistant  Regional  Director  at  the 
Department  was  asked  if  the  decision 
had  been  influenced  by  the  fact  that  LIL 
is  a  lesbian  group,  he  said  he  "couldn't 
say  it  had  not." 

Clark  later  told  TBP  that  the  proposal 
should  have  gone  to  their  Human 
Rights  department.  "Women's  Pro- 
gramme priorities  are  violence  against 
women,  information-sharing  among 
women's  groups,  the  development  of 
support  services  and  a  focus  on  tradi- 
tional women."  he  explained.  He  also 
claimed  that  LIL  ignored  suggestions 
that  they  seek  out  help  from  "more  ex- 
perienced groups  like  the  BC  Teachers' 
Federation." 

Brannock  says  that  it  was  Secretary 
of  State  personnel  who  originally  sug- 
gested the  Women's  Programme  and 
that  LIL  fits  the  priorities  of  the  pro- 
gramme. "The  teachers'  federation 
suggestion  was  a  new  one  which  we 
would  have  considered  too,  but  all  this 
came  after.  They're  just  a  bunch  of  ex- 
cuses," she  explained,  urging  that  let- 
ters of  protest  be  sent  to  Francis  Fox  at 
the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Ottawa.  "We  were  told  in  a 
meeting  with  Clark  that  someone  in  Ot- 
tawa told  them  the  proposal  might  as 
well  be  stopped  at  the  BC  level  because 
it  would  never  make  it  through  once  it 
left  the  province  anyway." 

Chris  BearchellD 
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Judge  finds  group  sex  indecent: 
two  found  guilty  in  Barracks  case 


TORONTO  —  A  decision  by  a  provin- 
cial court  judge  June  12  concludes  that 
buggery,  fellatio  and  other  gay  sex  acts 
are  not  in  themselves  indecent.  How- 
ever, in  finding  two  men  guility  of  keep- 
ing a  common  bawdyhouse  at  The  Bar- 
racks, Provincial  Court  Judge  Harold 
Rice  concluded  that  such  sex  acts,  when 
performed  so  that  others  may  see  them, 
are  not  within  the  community  standards 
of  tolerance. 

Rice  found  Barracks  employees  Andy 
Fabo,  28,  and  Paul  Gaudet,  33,  guilty 
as  charged,  and  will  pass  sentence 
June  23.  Both  men  face  sentences  of  up 
to  two  years  in  jail,  but  it  is  more  likely 
they  will  be  fined. 

To  the  surprise  of  almost  everyone  in 
the  packed  courtroom,  Rice  then  went 
on  to  acquit  Barracks  owners  George 
Hislop,  Rick  Stenhouse  and  Jerry  Levy. 

Although  Rice  said  that,  as  officers 
of  The  Barracks  Ltd,  it  was  "inconceiv- 
able that  they  did  not  have  knowledge 
of  the  acts  of  indecency  going  on  at  56 
Widmer,"  the  Crown  had  not  proved 
without  a  reasonable  doubt  "what 
active  participation  they  took,  if  any, 
with  regard  to  the  acts  of  indecency" 
going  on  there. 

Barring  appeals  —  and  no  one  would 
be  surprised  if  both  Crown  and  defence 
appealed  in  this  case  —  the  judgment 
brings  to  a  conclusion  a  legal  battle  that 
began  December  9,  1978,  when  police 
raided  the  gay  bathhouse  and  charged 
23  men  as  found-ins  and  five  as  keepers. 

None  of  the  found-ins'  trials  has 
taken  place,  though  now  that  The  Bar- 
racks has  been  deemed  a  common 
bawdyhouse,  it  is  likely  the  Crown  will 
set  trial  dates. 

Rice  devoted  much  of  his  judgment  to 
a  review  of  police  testimony,  and 
descriptions  of  the  kinds  of  sexual  acts 
that  took  place  at  The  Barracks.  He 
then  went  on  to  say  that  the  court  must 
consider  all  the  circumstances  surroun- 
ding the  charged  acts  —  they  may  be 
within  community  standards  of  toler- 
ance under  some  circumstances,  and  not 
others. 


Acquitted:  George  Hislop  (above)  was  among 
those  found  not  guilty  as  a  keeper. 
Convicted:  Andy  Fabo  (right)  at  the  June  12 
demonstration.  In  a  surprise  decision,  he  and 
fellow  employee  Paul  Gaudet  were  convicted. 
Pissed  off:  Police  surround,  and  later  arrest, 
a  man  accused  of  disruption  during  the  demo. 


However,  in  the  case  of  The  Bar- 
racks, Rice  felt  that  the  orgy  100ms, 
rooms  with  windows  and  two-way  mir- 
rors, and  rooms  with  peep-holes  encour- 
aged public  sex.  "Patrons  attending," 
he  said,  "did  so  wtth  the  knowledge 
their  acts  would  be  observed  and  in  the 
hope  and  expectation  that  others  would 
join  them." 

He  then  went  on  to  say  that,  in  those 
circumstances,  such  sexual  acts  did  not 
fall  within  the  community  standards  of 
tolerance. 

In  an  interview  after  the  verdict, 
Crown  Attorney  Paul  Culver  said  that 
the  city  could  now  serve  notice  under 
the  Municipal  Act  to  close  The  Bar- 
racks. He  said  the  same  procedure  used 
to  close  bodyrub  parlours  on  Yonge 
Street  could  be  used  against  any  bath 
convicted  of  being  a  common  bawdy- 
house. 

Asked  whether  more  raids  were  likely 
now  that  The  Barracks  had  been  found 
guilty,  he  replied  that  that  wasn't  his 
department,  but  "the  police  have  a  pre- 
cedent now,  and  it  wouldn't  surprise 
me." 

At  10  pm  on  the  night  of  the  verdict, 
a  protest  organized  by  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  drew  2,000  people 
to  the  corner  of  Yonge  and  Wellesley  to 
protest  the  decision,  and  to  express 
solidarity  with  the  men  arrested  in  the 
Edmonton  bath  raid. 

Marchers  created  a  deafening  roar 
with  whistles,  noisemakers  and  cheers  as 
speaker  after  speaker  denounced  the 
bawdyhouse  laws  and  the  invasion  of 
privacy  which  they  legitimize.  As  the 
crowd  grew  and  movement  on  the  side- 
walk became  almost  impossible,  tem- 
pers frayed.  An  altercation  between  one 
man  and  a  police  officer  developed  into 
a  serious  situation  after  someone  knock- 
ed off  the  officer's  hat.  Police  waded 
into  the  crowd  with  billy  clubs  in  hand, 
and  observers  generally  agree  that  a  riot 
might  have  followed  had  quick  action 
by  the  marshals  and  the  density  of  the 


crowd  not  prevented  it. 

Police  charged  one  man  with  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  another  with  assault 
and  theft  (the  officer's  hat). 

Doug  Whitfield  of  GATE  Edmonton 
was  "delighted"  by  the  demonstration's 
lead  banner  —  Toronto  Gays  Support 
Edmonton  Gays.  "The  bawdyhouse 
laws  have  become  a  national  issue," 
said  Dan  Healey  of  the  RTPC. 

Gerald  HannonD 

"Hate  sheets"  fail 
to  defeat  candidates 

TORONTO  —  Anti-gay  crusader  Stan 
Newton  targeted  two  candidates  in 
municipal  by-elections  May  25  with  his 
"Homosexuality  Fact  Sheet,"  but  failed 
to  stop  their  landslide  victories. 

Toronto  school  trustee  Sheila 
Meagher,  defeated  in  her  bid  for  re- 
election last  November  after  Newton's 
Positive  Parents  of  Ontario  launched  a 
smear  campaign  against  her,  returned  to 
the  board  with  more  than  half  of  the 
5,000  votes  cast  in  the  city's  Ward  2. 
"Voters  won't  be  fooled  twice  by  that 
kind  of  garbage,"  Meagher  told  TBP. 

In  the  metropolitan  borough  of  Scar- 
borough, Frank  Faubert  took  65  of  69 
polls  to  win  the  aldermanic  race.  He  is 
suing  Newton  for  damages. 

The  anti-Meagher  literature  warned 
that  "Sheila... voted  to  allow  homosex- 
uals into  your  schools  to  convert  your 
children."  Meagher  (along  with  the 
majority  of  her  fellow  trustees)  voted 
last  year  to  include  sexual  orientation 
among  the  categories  where  board 
policy  prohibits  discrimination. 

Faubert  was  surprised  to  be  accused 
by  the  crudely  printed  flyers  of  advoca- 
ting "more  power  for  homosexuals." 
Newton  told  TBP  that  he  attacked 
Faubert  because  he  was  a  Liberal.  "The 
federal  Liberal  party  is  pro-homosex- 
ual," Newton  explained,  though  his 
"Fact  Sheet"  provides  no  evidence  for 
this  allegation. 

Although  Newton  claims  to  represent 
"over  20,000  concerned  citizens,"  he 
told  TBP  that  he  consults  only  two  or 
three  others  before  mounting  attacks 
such  as  these,  and  was  evasive  when 
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questioned  further  about  membership 
and  Finances. 

Ironically,  Meagher's  way  back  to  the 
board  was  paved  by  Irene  Atkinson, 
who  had  been  chairman  since  Novem- 
ber, but  resigned  to  run  for  alderman  in 
the  by-election.  A  foe  of  gay  rights 
while  on  the  board,  Atkinson  lost 
decisively  in  her  try  for  city  council.  The 
new  chairman  of  the  school  board,  Bob 
Spencer,  has  stongly  advocated  protec- 
tion for  gay  and  lesbian  teachers  and 
students. 

Chris  Korwin-Kuczynski,  who  defeat- 
ed Atkinson,  was  clearly  identified  as  a 
Liberal  throughout  the  campaign. 
Asked  by  TBP  why  Korwin-Kuczynski 
was  not  subjected  to  the  same  abuse  as 
Faubert,  Newton  claimed,  "I  didn't 
know  he  was  a  Liberal." 

Newton  is  already  planning  to  defeat 
people  like  Meagher  and  Faubert  in  the 
November  1982  elections.  "Next  time  I 
won't  give  them  grounds  for  talking 
about  'hate  literature,'  "  Newton  pro- 
mised, Asked  what  left  his  "Fact 
Sheets"  open  to  such  charges,  Newton 
replied,  "To  some  people,  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments are  hate  literature." 

Roger  Spalding  □ 

Crown  withdraws 
found-in  charges 

TORONTO  —  Two  men  accused  of 
being  found-ins  in  a  common  bawdy 
house  after  the  February  5  raids  on  four 
gay  bath  houses  have  had  their  charges 
quietly  dropped.  The  Crown  has  refused 
to  give  any  explanation  for  the  with- 
drawal. 

The  Crown  dropped  the  charges  so 
quickly  June  9  that  defence  lawyer 
Marlys  Edwardh  wasn't  even  present 
when  it  happened.  When  Edwardh 
appeared  in  court  at  10  am,  she  was  told 
the  matter  had  been  taken  care  of  an 
hour  earlier.  No  reasons  were  read  into 
the  record  at  the  time. 

The  two  men,  unlike  most  of  the  94 
found-ins  charged  in  the  Roman  Sauna, 
insisted  on  an  early  trial  because  they 
planned  to  leave  the  country  perma- 
nently in  July. 

TBP  was  unable  to  pin  dow  Crown 
attorneys  to  explain  the  sudden  with- 
drawal of  charges.  Kerry  Evans,  who 
processed  the  case,  said,  "I  have  no 
reasons  to  give."  Other  Ceowns  either 
did  not  return  phone  calls  or  said  they 
didn't  know.  Assistant  Crown  Attorney 
Paul  Chumak  snapped,  "I  don't  have 
time  to  talk  to  you.  Indeed,  I  don't  wish 
to  talk  to  you." 

According  to  lawyer  Edwardh,  the 
Crown  told  her  they  didn't  want  to  have 
two  undercover  cops  surface  to  testify 
at  the  trial.  "They  also  weren't  pre- 
pared," she  said.  "They  didn't  want  to 
run  the  risk  of  giving  all  their  evidence 
in  a  found-in  trial  and  have  a  verdict 
found  against  them." 

Three  other  found-ins  who  persisted 
have  a  trial  date  set  for  August.  The 
Roman  keeper  trials  come  to  court 
November    2. 

Ed  Jackson 

Mayor  drags  feet 
on  cop/gay  study 

TORONTO  —  Mayor  Art  Eggleton  has 
still  not  appointed  someone  to  study  the 
deteriorating  relationships  between  the 
Toronto  police  and  the  city's  W  com- 
munity, although  almost  five  months 
have  elapsed  since  the  balh  house  raids 
which  launched  the  crisis. 

Eggleton  was  directed  by  city  council 
March  12  to  ask  Dan  Hill,  advisor  to 
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the  Mayor's  Committee  on  Community 
and  Race  Relations,  to  conduct  the 
study.  Hill  unexpectedly  withdrew  in 
May,  claiming  previous  travel  commit- 
ments to  promote  a  new  book. 

According  to  Imant  Purvs,  an  assis- 
tant in  Eggleton's  office,  replacements 
for  Hill  are  being  considered.  "We  are 
now  actively  reviewing  CVs  and  applica- 
tions, and  wil  be  interviewing  individu- 
als shortly,"  he  said.  "I  hope  within  a 
two  or  three  week  period  that  a  person 
will  be  firmed  up  to  take  the  responsibil- 
ity." 

"It's  ridiculous  that  it's  taken  so 


long,"  said  MCC  pastor  Brent  Hawkes, 
who  earlier  had  gone  on  a  hunger  strike 
to  pressure  the  government  for  an  inde- 
pendent inquiry  into  the  bath  raids.  "If 
a  person  hasn't  been  appointed  by  the 
end  of  June,  I  think  there  has  been  a 
betrayal  and  it  will  be  the  mayor  who  is 
at  fault." 

Rumours  around  city  hall  suggest  that 
the  foot-dragging  can  be  traced  to  the 
mayor's  office  and  that  the  real  reason 
Hill  pulled  out  is  that  Eggleton 
wouldn't  give  the  research  money  he 
needed. 

Ed  Jackson  □ 


Trial  of  demonstrator  may  expose 
police  dirty  tricks  during  protest 


TORONTO  —  The  trial  of  a  demon- 
strator arrested  outside  52  Division  dur- 
ing the  February  20  protest  against  the 
bath  raids  is  shaping  up  as  the  closest 
thing  yet  to  an  independent  public  in- 
quiry into  the  role  and  conduct  of 
plainclothes  officers  at  that  demonstra- 
tion. 

James  Chemerika  started  trial  May  22 
in  Courtroom  34  of  Old  City  Hall, 
charged  with  common  assault  for 
allegedly  kicking  an  undercover  cop. 
His  trial  was  expected  to  be  brief,  but 
defence  lawyer  Suzie  Scott  soon 
changed  all  that  by  telling  the  court  that 
police  bias  against  homosexuals  would 
constitute  a  key  part  of  her  defence. 
When  Judge  June  Bernhard  ruled  that 
Scott  could  ask  questions  relating  to  the 
alleged  bias  of  the  officers  concerned, 
Scott  quickly  made  the  conduct  of 
undercover  officers,  and  their  handling 
of  Chemerika  after  his  arrest,  into  the 
central  focus  of  the  trial. 

In  an  effort  to  head  off  allegations 
that  police  beat  Chemerika  inside  the 
station  after  his  arrest,  the  Crown  pro- 
duced a  police  report  listing 
Chemerika's  injuries,  most  notably  a 
deep  gash  on  his  forehead.  The  report 
stated  flatly  that  the  injuries  had  taken 
place  prior  to  the  arrest.  However, 
among  the  photographs  entered  by  the 
defence  was  one  showing  Chemerika 
being  hustled  toward  the  station  by  the 
arresting  officers,  Flynn  and  Maher.  It 
showed  Chemerika  apparently 
unscathed. 

By  the  end  of  the  trial's  first  day, 
Crown  Attorney  Bob  Ash  was  so  dis- 
comfited by  developments  that  he 
moved  for  a  mistrial,  charging  Scott  had 
transformed  the  proceedings  into  "a 
trial  of  the  police  force  at  large."  Judge 
Bernhard  dismissed  the  motion.  The 
trial  continues  June  29  at  Old  City  Hall. 

Two  men  arrested  at  the  same  demon- 
stration as  Chemerika  were  scheduled  to 
go  on  trial  May  22.  However,  when 
defence  lawyers  pointed  out  that  both 
men  had  been  marshals  in  the  act  of 
breaking  up  fights  when  they  were 
arrested,  the  Crown  decided  to  with- 
draw the  charges. 

Meanwhile,  Police  Chief  Ackroyd's 
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investigation  into  the  conduct  of  under- 
cover officers  at  the  February  20  dem- 
onstration is  proceeding  at  a  snail's 
pace.  The  investigation  was  sparked  by 
a  press  conference  March  23  at  which 
RTPC  spokespersons  produced  evidence 
that  undercover  officers  had  acted  as 
agents  provocateurs.  When  asked  about 
the  state  of  the  inquiry,  Ackroyd  told 
TBP  "It's  still  under  investigation.  Fur- 
ther evidence  will  be  looked  at  during 
the  week." 

On  another  front,  representatives  of 
40  Metro  minority  organizations,  inclu- 


ding the  Urban  Alliance  on  Race  Rela- 
tions (UARR)  and  the  RTPC,  held  a 
press  conference  June  2  to  deplore  the 
inadequacies  of  the  police  complaints 
bill  recently  introduced  into  the  Ontario 
legislature. 

"It  should  be  called  the  Police  Pro- 
tection Bill,"  said  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby, 
noting  that  it  proposed  "protection  of 
policemen  greater  than  that  offered  any 
other  professional  group  in  the  city." 

Carol  Tater,  UARR  president,  said  the 
bill  offered  nothing  more  than  "a 
review  process  after  an  investigation 
carried  out  by  the  police  themselves." 

The  government's  failure  to  produce 
an  acceptable  mechanism  for  resolving 
problems  with  the  police  prompted  rep- 
resentatives of  various  Toronto  minority 
groups  to  meet  at  City  Hall  June  9  to 
discuss  the  establishment  of  a  Citizens' 
Independent  Review  of  Police  Actions 
(CIRPA).  As  presently  envisaged, 
CIRPA  would  be  led  by  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  members  of  minori- 
ty communities.  It  would  set  up  an 
office  and  staff  to  receive  and  document 
complaints,  and  to  assist  complainants 
in  getting  redress.  While  GIRPA  would 
still  have  to  take  complaints  to  official 
bodies  like  the  police  commission  and 
the  courts,  citizens  who  came  to  them 
would  no  longer  have  to  face  the  system 
alone. 

The  next  planning  meeting  for  CIRPA 
will  take  place  June  29  at  New  City 


Proud  of  it:  Teacher  Don  Franco  admits  he  has  had  sex  in  his  own  home 

Teacher's  home  goes  on  trial 


TORONTO  —  "Every  word  my  friend 
(the  crown  attorney)  says  is  true.  We're 
proud  of  it.  It's  not  unlawful." 

That  was  the  essence  of  lawyer 
Clayton  Ruby's  defence  early  in  the 
test-case  trial  of  Don  Franco,  the  gay 
teacher  charged  with  being  a  keeper  of  a 
common  bawdyhouse  in  his  own  home. 
The  trial  began  June  5  in  Old  City  Hall 
before  Provincial  Court  Judge  Maurice 
Charles. 

Franco  is  the  man  we  have  been  cal- 
ling "Bob"  in  previous  TBP  stories. 
Franco  is  now  retired  from  his  teaching 
job,  and  well  known  as  the  membership 
secretary  of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee. 

Ruby  made  the  statement  during 
Crown  Attorney  Paul  Culver's  preview 
of  the  case  against  Franco,  a  case  which 
appeared  to  consist  mainly  of  the 
testimony  of  one  undercover  policeman 
pretending  to  be  gay,  and  the  catalogu- 
ing of  a  large  assortment  of  S&M  sex 
toys  and  leather  props  seized  in  a  raid 
on  Franco's  home  June  6,  1979. 


On  the  first  day  of  trial,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  confusion  about  whether 
or  not  the  case  should  be  heard  at  all 
that  day.  Culver,  unprepared  at  first  to 
proceed,  claimed  that  he  had  an  infor- 
mal agreement  with  Ruby  that  it  would 
not  be  heard  until  the  end  of  June,  by 
which  time  the  Barracks  decision  would 
be  public.  Judge  Charles,  impatient 
with  the  Crown's  excuses,  finally  decid- 
ed that  the  trial  should  proceed  as 
scheduled. 

PC  Douglas  Lines  (since  promoted  to 
sergeant)  testified  about  the  details  of 
his  phone  calls  and  visits  to  Franco's 
Toronto  home.  Through  his  testimony 
or  through  Ruby's  cross-examination,  it 
was  established  that  never  during  that 
time  were  more  than  two  people  in- 
volved and  neither  of  them  were  under 
21  years  of  age.  Lines  also  admitted 
that,  while  cops  were  searching  the 
house,  an  angry  Franco  kept  repeating, 
"How  can  you  invade  my  home?" 

The  trial  continues  June  22  and  30. 

Ed  Jackson  □ 


Hall.  Those  interested  are  urged  to 
attend.  Further  information  as  to  time 
and  place  may  be  obtained  from  Alder- 
man David  White's  office  at  367-7903. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  system  already  in 
place  for  investigating  citizen  com- 
plaints against  the  police.  It  is  the 
Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Force's 
very  own  Citizen  Complaint  Bureau. 

How  well  the  present  system  works 
can  be  gauged  by  examining  that  body's 
statistics,  and  then  examining  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  very  few  cases  against  the 
police  which  actually  make  it  to  court. 

March  of  this  year  was  not  atypical. 
That  month,  the  Citizen  Complaint 
Bureau  received  75  complaints  and  all 
were  assigned  for  investigation. 

Of  those  75,  three  were  substantiated 
entirely  or  in  part.  Of  the  remaining  72, 
63  fell  into  the  categories  "not  substan- 
tiated," "exonerated,"  or  "unfoun- 
ded." The  other  nine  are  still  pending. 

Now,  into  the  courts.  That  month, 
two  complaints  were  referred  to  the 
Crown  Attorney.  Neither  resulted  in  a 
charge  being  laid.  In  five  cases  the  com- 
plainant charged  police  officers  (these 
figures  would  probably  result  from 
earlier  complaints,  and  do  not  corres- 
pond to  the  number  of  complaints 
against  police  received  during  March). 

And  what  happens  when  a  police  offi- 
cer finally  ends  up  in  court  charged  with 
a  criminal  offence?  Again,  March  was 
not  atypical.  Toronto's  Metropolitan 
Executive  Committee  was  asked  to  pay 
certain  lawyers'  bills  during  March.  The 
bills  covered  the  defence  of  13  different 
police  officers.  Eight  were  charged  with 
common  assault,  four  with  assault  caus- 
ing bodily  harm,  and  one  with  four 
counts  of  attempting  to  obstruct  justice. 

In  all  cases,  charges  were  either  with- 
drawn or  dismissed.  The  lawyers  involv- 
ed charged  a  total  of  $21,336.10,  which 
was  routinely  approved. 

BUI  LoosD 

Centre  refuses  space, 
group  files  complaint 

FREDERICTON,  NB  —  Fredericton 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG)  made  a  for- 
mal complaint  May  1  to  the  provincial 
human  rights  commission,  charging  the 
Ste  Anne  Community  Centre  for  refu- 
sing to  rent  its  facilities  to  the  group. 

FLAG  applied  to  the  Centre  in 
January  for  permission  to  rent  its  space 
on  an  occasional  basis  for  social  func- 
tions. Although  a  FLAG  member  also 
on  the  Ste  Anne's  board  of  directors 
argued  strongly  for  renting  to  the 
group,  some  board  members  were 
opposed  because,  among  other  reasons, 
the  Centre  was  also  being  used  by  a 
local  school. 

Both  the  Centre's  board  and  FLAG 
contacted  the  New  Brunswick  Human 
Rights  Commission  for  advice,  and 
FLAG  told  TBP  that  Commission  chair- 
man Dr  Noel  Kinsella  had  said  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  Ste  Anne  Centre  to 
court  if  necessary.  However,  since  the 
New  Brunswick  Code  does  not  include 
sexual  orientation,  the  Commission 
would  have  to  argue  that  gays  were 
covered  under  the  term  "sex,"  a 
strategy  that  has  been  unsuccessful  in 
other  jurisdictions. 

By  mid-June  as  this  issue  goes  to 
press,  the  Commission  still  has  not 
responded  to  FLAG'S  request.  Commis- 
sioner Karen  Taylor  told  TBP  the  Com- 
mission would  respond  very  soon,  but 
would  not  reveal  what  action  it  would 
take,  nor  the  nature  of  its  communica- 
tions with  the  Centre. 

Robert  Trow  □ 
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Street  patrols:  a  whistle  away  from  help 


Early  on  a  February  morning  this  year, 
a  gay  man  was  set  upon  by  five  punks 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  Yonge  and 
Charles.  As  he  was  pushed  around, 
punched  and  kicked,  three  uniformed 
police  officers  watched  from  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  intersection,  but  took 
no  action. 

When  the  victim  attempted  to  pursue 
the  matter  with  the  Citizen  Complaints 
Bureau  of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Police,  he  was  handed  the  astounding 
line  that  their  investigators  were  unable 
to  determine  which  officers  were  on 
duty  that  night  on  Yonge  Street. 

On  May  14,  Toronto's  largest  gay 
organization,  the  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee, announced  that  it  was  training 
volunteers  for  street  patrol  duty  in  the 
gay  areas  of  downtown  Toronto. 

RTPC  spokesperson  Dennis  Findlay 
gave  as  the  reason  for  launching  the 
patrols  "an  alarming  increase  in  assaults 
against  gay  people."  But  the  patrols 
have  been  summoned  into  existence  by  a 
change  more  profound  than  a  simple 
fluctuation  in  the  frequency  of  anti- 
homosexual  violence. 

The  unsolved,  brutal  murders  of 
seven  gay  men,  the  death  last  year  of  a 
gay  man  in  police  custody,  last  fall's 
intervention  by  the  police  against  gay 
and  gay-supportive  candidates  in  the 
municipal  elections,  February's  bath 
raids,  the  conspiracy  charges  laid 
against  gay  critics  of  the  police  force, 
the  harrassment  of  gay-owned  bars  for 
petty  violations  of  antiquated  liquor 
laws  and,  above  all,  incidents  like  the 
one  described  above  —  all  have  com- 
bined to  produce  among  Toronto  gays  a 
collapse  of  confidence  in  the  social  and 
political  neutrality  of  the  city's  police 
force. 

Signifigant  numbers  of  gays  now 
understand  queerbashing,  not  as  a 
string  of  unrelated  incidents,  but  as  a 
social  trend  which  threatens  all  gay 
people.  And  they  see  the  police,  if  not 
as  a  knowing  party  to  this  trend,  then, 
at  the  very  least,  as  an  antagonistic 
force  which  is  supremely  uninterested  in 
discouraging  it. 

In  making  the  RTPC  announcement, 
Findlay  observed:  "Many  gays  are 
afraid  to  go  to  the  police;  they  don't 
want  to  be  on  record  as  gay  persons  in 
police  reports." 

In  this  situation,  many  gays  have  con- 
cluded that  protection  from  queerbash- 
ing can  come  only  from  the  gay  commu- 
nity itself. 

In  setting  up  the  patrols,  the  immedi- 
ate goal  of  the  RTPC  is  to  combat 
queerbashing  by  preventing  violent  situ- 
ations from  arising  and,  when  violence 
can't  be  prevented,  to  respond  to  it  in 
an  effective,  but  nonviolent  manner. 

To  strengthen  this  emphasis  on  pre- 
vention, RTPC  will  be  selling  special 
security  whistles.  In  a  threatening  situa- 
tion, the  wearer  gives  a  series  of  short, 
loud  blasts  on  the  whistle.  The  noise 
may  scare  off  would-be  assailants.  But, 
whether  it  does  or  not,  those  short, 
sharp  blasts  are  the  signal  that  someone 
is  in  danger.  The  street  patrol  teams 
answer  with  a  series  of  long  slow  blasts, 
indicating  that  help  is  on  the  way.  It  is 
assumed  that  in  most  cases,  a  simple 
show  of  numbers  will  deter  the  bashers. 

If  these  preventative  tactics  fail  and 
an  attack  does  occur,  the  first  concern 
of  the  patrol  is  to  rescue  the  victims. 
Secondarily,  the  patrols  will  seek  to 
detain  assailants  and  summon  the  police 
in  order  to  compel  prosecution,  if  the 
victim  is  willing. 


Patrol  members  receive  instruction  in 
first  aid  from  a  medical  doctor,  in  legal 
aspects  of  dealing  with  violence  from  a 
lawyer  and  in  defence  from  a  martial 
arts  expert. 

• 
"Hey,  you  fucking,  cocksucking  queer, 
come  here!"  When  a  gay  man  heard 
those  words  shouted  from  behind  him 
as  he  walked  along  St  Joseph  Street 
early  in  the  morning  of  March  6,  he  just 
kept  on  walking.  He  calculated  that  he 
was  safe  because  there  were  plenty  of 
other  gay  men  standing  around,  taking 
a  break  from  dancing  in  Katrina's  and 
The  Manatee. 

Suddenly  he  was  struck  from  behind 
and  three  queerbashers  were  on  top  of 
him,  shouting,  kicking,  punching.  Then 
came  a  heavy  blow  to  his  head,  and 
blackness. 


When  he  came  to,  his  attackers  had 
vanished.  And  that  comforting  crowd  in 
whose  numbers  the  man  had  counted 
safety?  They  had  just  stood  there 
watching  the  attack.  When  it  was  over, 
not  one  of  them  offered  to  help. 

The  long-term  goal  of  the  street 
patrol  programme  is  to  educate  the  gay 
and  lesbian  communities  about  unex- 
pected violence:  how  to  avoid  it 
wherever  possible  and  how  to  deal  with 
it  nonviolently  when  it  occurs. 

The  street  patrol  is  not  intended  to  be 
a  small,  dedicated  band  of  self-appoint- 
ed heroes  out  to  rescue  hapless  gay 
people  in  distress.  It  is  an  educational 
instrument  which  can  convert  the  gay 
and  lesbian  communities  into  commu- 
nities of  people  alert  to  danger,  smart 
enough  to  know  how  to  avoid  it  and 
skilled  enough  to  protect  themselves 


and  others  if  confrontation  becomes 
inevitable. 

Consequently,  the  system  can  only 
work  at  its  best  if  there  is  a  constant 
turnover,  with  as  many  people  as  possi- 
ble taking  the  four  weeks  of  classes  and 
then  serving  on  a  patrol  team  for  a 
while  before  retiring  to  be  replaced  by 
someone  new. 

The  patrol  teams  can't  be  everywhere 
all  the  time.  The  security  whistles  work 
both  ways:  you  can  call  for  help  when 
you  need  it,  but  you  can  also  use  it  to  let 
someone  know  that  help  is  coming. 

Those  whistles  can  make  the  whole 
community  one  big  street  patrol. 

Toronto  readers  interested  in  the 
street  patrol  classes  can  get  more  infor- 
mation from  Dennis  Findlay  by  calling 
The  Body  Politic  at  977-6320. 

Ken  PopertD 
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Fifth  bath  busted 
in  daytime  police  raid 

TORONTO  —  Metro  Toronto  Police 
have  raided  another  gay  steambath  and 
charged  three  people  as  keepers  and 
eight  as  found-ins  in  a  common 
bawdyhouse. 

Ten  officers  from  Intelligence  Bureau 
entered  the  Back  Door  Gym  and  Sauna 
3  pm  June  16.  Manager  Alan  Fetterley, 
along  with  employees  Dale  Delong  and 
Gerald  Willett,  were  charged  with  keep- 
ing a  common  bawdyhouse.  Eight 
people  were  charged  with  being  found- 
ins,  including  one  workman  doing  elec- 
trical wiring. 

Staff  Inspector  Don  Banks  of  Intelli- 
gence told  TBP  that  the  premises  had 
been  under  surveillance  since  August 
1980.  Asked  why  it  had  not  been  raided 
along  with  other  baths  February  5, 
Banks  said,  "I'm  not  giving  you  any 
explanation."  He  denied  that  the  raid 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  Barracks 
decision  five  days  earlier.  Banks  said  the 
police  would  be  alleging  the  bath  was  a 
place  resorted  to  for  acts  of  indecency, 
although  he  said  that  undercover  cops 
were  solicited  by  male  prostitutes  during 
their  investigation. 

Manager  Fetterley  said  that  the  cops 
were  polite  and  did  no  damage  during 
the  raid.  Court  appearances  are  set  for 
June  29.  D 


Tracing  the  barbiturate  bandit 


TORONTO  —  Since  the  February  5 
raids,  gay  men  have  been  increasingly 
reluctant  to  report  crimes  or  victimiza- 
tions to  the  police,  especially  if  the  case 
requires  that  they  reveal  their  sexuality. 

This  is  the  story  of  one  man  who  has 
benefited  from  this  reluctance.  He  is  a 
thief  who  preys  on  gay  men.  He  is  a  pro, 
and  convincing  enough  to  be  very  good  at 
picking  up  men  on  the  street.  The  police 
haven't  yet  caught  this  man,  whom  we 
will  call  the  barbiturate  bandit,  and  they 
probably  won't  as  long  as  gay  men  fear 
the  cop  as  much  as  the  criminal. 

In  the  last  two  months,  the  barbiturate 
bandit  has  struck  at  least  four  times: 
Wednesday,  May  6;  Friday,  May  15; 
Saturday,  May  23  and  Friday,  May  29. 
His  method  of  operation  in  each  case  is 
similar.  He  meets  single  men  on  the  street 
at  night  between  1 1  pm  and  12:30  pm. 
Most  of  the  encounters  have  been  near 
Yonge  St,  on  Charles,  Grosvenor  or 
Carlton  Streets.  He  is  friendly  and  usually 
makes  the  first  overture,  says  he  is  from 


out  of  town  and  doesn't  know  where  the 
bars  are.  He  says  he  runs  a  men's  clothing 
store  in  Chicago  or  Hartford,  Conn. 

Once  he  gets  to  the  victim's  apartment, 
he  quietly  spikes  their  drink  with  a  strong 
drug  and  then  waits  for  the  barbiturate  to 
take  effect.  He  may  even  go  so  far  as  to 
get  into  bed  with  his  victim,  but  he  never 
completely  undresses.  Once  the  victim  has 
collapsed  (it  doesn't  take  long),  he  busies 
himself  with  gathering  up  all  the  valu- 
ables he  can  cart  away. 

The  list  of  goods  stolen  from  the  four 
victims  is  extensive,  totalling  thousands 
of  dollars  in  value.  The  items  include  col- 
our TVs,  slide  projector,  electronic 
calculators,  hair  blower,  shaver,  area 
rugs,  binoculars,  turntable,  tapedeck, 
cassette  player,  radio,  gold  jewellery, 
clothing  and  cash.  One  man  even  had  the 
rings  taken  off  his  fingers. 

In  three  of  these  four  cases,  the  thief 
did  one  careless  thing:  he  made  a  long- 
distance phone  call  to  Yugoslavia,  run- 
ning up  bills  as  high  as  $160.  The  phone 


number  is  the  same  in  each  case.  It  may 
eventually  turn  out  to  be  the  wrong 
number  for  the  barbiturate  bandit. 

Each  of  the  four  men  has  awakened  or 
been  discovered  by  worried  friends  12 
and  sometimes  24  hours  later,  still 
groggy.  All  have  taken  at  least  two  days 
to  recover  completely.  One  man  spent  the 
night  under  observation  in  the  emergency 
ward  of  a  hospital. 

Each  of  the  four  men  has  described  an 
identical  visitor.  He's  young,  in  his  mid- 
twenties,  attractive,  5'7",  slim  to  medium 
build,  130  to  145  lbs.  He  has  short  dark 
wavy,  almost  curly  hair.  He  dresses 
casually  but  well.  And  he  speaks  with  a 
heavy  Greek  accent. 

Two  of  the  victims  have  reported  the 
robbery  to  the  police,  but  they  have  been 
vague  about  explaining  the  gay  connec- 
tion. They'd  rather  absorb  expensive 
losses  than  deal  with  unpredictable 
encounters  with  hostile  cops. 

There  may  be  more  victims  of  the  bar- 
biturate bandit.  If  you  have  met  this  man 
or  know  of  someone  who  has,  contact  Ed 
Jackson  or  Gerald  Hannon  at  977-6320. 
Confidentiality  assured. 

Ed  Jackson,  i 
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Demo  counts  us  out 

TORONTO  —  About  25  gay  men,  les- 
bians and  curious  on-lookers  gathered 
for  a  Boycott  the  Census  Rally  June  2. 

The  group  carried  "Count  us  out" 
signs,  and  hung  a  black  garbage  bag 
filled  with  destroyed  census  forms  on 
the  door  of  the  federal  building  which 
houses  the  Statistics  Canada  office  at  25 
St  Clair  Ave  E. 

Jack  Robertson,  one  of  the  organi- 
zers, said  the  protest  was  held  to 
denounce  the  refusal  of  both  the  Onta- 
rio and  federal  governments  to  offer  gay 
people  human  rights  protection. 

"When  the  police  in  their  greed  for 
more  funding  want  crime  statistics,  we 
count.  But  when  we  ask  for  rights  to  be 
equal  before  the  law,  we  don't  count. 
We  don't  even  exist,"  he  told  the 
crowd. 

Fay  OrrD 

Gay  students  organize 

GUELPH  —  The  Ontario  Federation  of 
Students  (OFS)  held  a  Gay  Issues  Work- 
shop during  its  conference  June  12-14  at 
the  University  of  Guelph.  The  work- 
shop was  conducted  by  the  OFS  Gay 
Caucus,  organized  in  January  to  "serve 
as  an  organ  of  communication  and 
expertise  for  gay  student 
organizations." 

The  caucus  plans  to  hold  a  conference 
this  fall.  For  details  write  Rob  Suther- 
land, OFS  Executive,  126  Third  Ave, 
Ottawa,  ON. 

More  groups  demand  inquiry 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Division  of 
the  Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employ- 
ees adopted  a  resolution  May  22  submit- 
ted by  Local  1996  (Toronto  Public 
Library  Workers)  condemning  the  Feb- 
ruary 5  bath  raids,  and  calling  for  an  in- 
dependent inquiry  into  the  police 
action. 

One  delegate  made  an  impassioned 
speech  criticizing  the  motion,  and  cal- 
ling lesbian  and  gay  activists  the 
"lunatic  fringe."  However,  the  motion 
passed  with  a  significant  majority. 

A  similar  motion  was  passed  by  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Union  of  Students 
conference  held  May  4-9  in  Lethbridge, 
Alberta.  The  motion  was  put  by  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Dalhousie  Student 
Union  in  Halifax. 

Brenda  SteigerD 

Rev  quits  over  gay  worship 

TORONTO  —  An  Anglican  minister 
has  resigned  from  his  Mississauga  parish 
to  protest  the  Church's  liberal  attitudes 
toward  gays. 

Rev  George  Morley,  rector  at  St  John 
the  Baptist  Church,  objected  in  particu- 
lar to  separate  worship  services  for  gays. 
He  was  quoted  in  the  Toronto  Sun  as 
saying,  "I  have  nothing  against  homo- 
sexuals; what  I  opposed  and  objected  to 
was  giving  them  special  status  and  iden- 
tity within  the  church.  I  love  the  sinner 
but  not  the  sin." 

West  coast  Gay  Fest 

VANCOUVER  —  A  gay  parade  will 
open  this  city's  1981  Gay  Unity  Week 
on  August  1 .  The  march  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  Gay  Fest  '81,  a  day  of  cultural 
events,  booths  and  displays  to  be  held  at 
the  West  End  Community  Centre.  A 
dance  is  planned  at  the  centre  for  that 
evening. 

Workshops  are  scheduled  for  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  the  remainder  of  the 


week,  until  August  9,  is  open  for  organ- 
izations and  businesses  to  hold  events 
associated  with  the  week. 

Gay  Unity  Week  will  be  planned  and 
organized  each  year  by  the  newly 
formed  Gay  Festival  Society.  The  socie- 
ty hopes  to  represent  as  wide  a  cross- 
section  of  the  community  as  possible, 
though  membership  is  open  to  organiza- 
tions only.  Money  raised  will  fund  Gay 
Unity  Week  and  local  organizations,  in 
particular  the  establishment  of  a  gay 
community  centre. 

For  more  information,  call  Ron 
Krause  at  (604)  699-9034. 

Vancouver  groups  gear  up 

VANCOUVER  —  Gay  and  lesbian 
NDPers  are  organizing  to  ensure  party 
policy  on  gay  rights  is  not  pushed  aside 
in  BC  as  it  was  in  Ontario  recently.  An 
advertisement  for  the  group  will  appear 
in  the  BC  Democrat,  the  official  party 
paper.  Those  interested  should  contact 
Jon  Gates  at  (604)  669-5434. 

The  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Cen- 
tre has  been  officially  incorporated  as  a 
registered  non-profit  society,  which 
means  the  Centre  can  now  hold  fund- 
raising  activities  such  as  lotteries.  VGCC 
plans  to  apply  for  federal  incorpora- 
tion, allowing  individuals  to  make  tax- 
deductible  donations. 

Gay  mags  cleared  by  Customs 

HALIFAX  —  The  Alternate  Bookstore 
has  successfully  appealed  the  seizure  by 
Canada  Customs  officials  of  shipments 
of  two  gay  magazines. 

Halifax  Customs  officers  had  held 
back  samples  of  Blueboy,  Honcho, 
Video  X  and  Hotline  on  separate  occa- 
sions earlier  this  year  and  last  fall.  Store 
owner  Emerald  Gibson  appealed  the 
seizures  to  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Branch  of  Revenue  Canada  in  Halifax. 
The  department  ruled  in  favour  of 
Blueboy  and  Honcho,  but  denied  the 
appeals  on  the  others. 

Gibson  plans  no  further  action,  since 
appeals  of  Customs  Branch  decisions 
can  only  be  made  through  the  courts, 
involving  considerable  time  and 
expense. 

Lezzy  sex  obscene 

OTTAWA  —  Penthouse  photographs 
depicting  lesbian  sexual  activity  have 
cost  Hugh  Curry,  a  Toronto  magazine 
distributor,  a  $500  fine  for  distributing 
obscene  material.  Charges  were  laid 
after  Ottawa  morality  officers  seized 
5,500  copies  of  the  June  1980  issue  of 
the  magazine  which  contained  the 
offending  photos. 

Monopoly  news  is  no  news 

OTTAWA  —  The  Association  of  Atlan- 
tic Gays  (AAG)  has  charged  the  Irving 
Newspaper  interests,  which  owns  all  five 
daily  newspapers  in  New  Brunswick, 
with  systematically  refusing  to  publish 
ads  placed  by  gay  organizations. 

In  a  brief  submitted  to  the  Kent 
Royal  Commission  on  Newspapers,  the 
AAG  said  the  Irving  policy  prevents  gay 
rights  organizations  from  reaching  iso- 
lated members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  and  their  families  and 
friends.  Non-Irving  publications  in  New 
Brunswick  have  printed  stories  descri- 
bing local  gay  organizations. 

AAG  also  urged  the  commission  to 
recommend  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  press  council  in  New 
Brunswick  to  hear  complaints. 

Compiled  by  Eric  WalbergD 
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Ontario  Human  Rights  "omission": 
CGRO  at  Code  review  hearings 


TORONTO  —  The  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Resources  Development  of  the 
Ontario  Legislature  is  now  hearing 
public  submissions  on  Bill  7,  the  act  to 
amend  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code.  The  Bill  was  sent  to  committee  in 
late  May  following  second  reading  in 
the  Legislature. 

During  its  first  sitting  June  2,  the 
three-party  committee  heard  two  force- 
ful submissions  on  the  government's 
failure  to  include  sexual  orientation  in 
the  extended  code.  Civil  liberties  lawyer 
Clayton  Ruby  told  the  committee,  "In 
the  decade  of  the  1980s,  a  struggle  for 
gay  equality  is  going  to  bear  the  same 
kind  of  mark  and  the  same  kind  of 
impact  as  the  struggle  for  equal  rights 
between  blacks  and  whites  in  the  United 
States  in  the  1960s.  If  you  don't  think 
that  is  true,  you  are  fools." 

Jim  Monk,  chairperson  of  the  Coali- 
tion for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  accom- 
panied by  Dan  Healey,  Christine 
Donald  and  Michael  Arkin,  began  by 
noting  that  this  was  the  third  time  in  ten 
years  Ontario  gay  groups  had  presented 
a  major  brief  urging  revision  of  the 
Code.  "There  is  one  omission  so  serious 
that  it  calls  into  question  the  whole  con- 
cept of  human  rights  protection  in  this 
province,"  Monk  said. 

Labour  Minister  Robert  Elgie,  pre- 
sent for  CGRO's  submission,  was 
pressed  to  explain  his  personal  stand  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Tory  government  on 
the  issue.  "Sexual  preference  is  not  a 
matter  that  this  government  feels  should 
be  defined  specifically  within  human 
rights  legislation,"  he  said.  "The 
government  does  not  feel  it  should  be 
enshrined  as  a  normal  or  acceptable 
lifestyle." 

Asked  about  his  own  views,  Elgie 
would  only  say,  "The  government's 
position  is  each  member's  position." 

Following  the  CGRO  presentation, 
Monk  commented,  "It  was  frustrating 
that  the  members  seemed  so  unaware  of 
how  insulting  some  of  their  questions 


were.  They  obviously  knew  so  little  and 
allowed  so  little  time  for  discussion. 
They  have  a  lot  of  homework  to  do." 

Although  the  Legislature  is  expected 
to  adjourn  for  summer  recess  June  19,  it 
is  also  expected  that  the  Resources 
Development  Committee  will  continue 
to  hear  presentations  throughout  the 
summer  months.  According  to  the  clerk 
of  the  committee,  which  advertised  its 
hearings  in  dailies  throughout  the  prov- 
ince, more  than  60  requests  to  present 
briefs  have  been  received  to  date.  At 
least  seven  of  these  have  been  from  gay 
organizations. 

Several  groups  and  individuals 
making  presentations  before  the  com- 
mittee —  including  the  Canadian  Civil 
Liberties  Association  and  Religious 
Leaders  Concerned  about  Racism  and 
Human  Rights  —  have  mentioned  the 
exclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  their 
general  criticisms  of  the  bill. 

Ed  Jackson  □ 

Judgment  reserved 
on  appeal  request 

OTTAWA  —  A  panel  of  three  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  reserved 
judgment  June  15  on  an  application  by 
Pink  Triangle  Press  for  leave  to  appeal 
to  the  full  Court. 

The  Press,  TBP's  publisher,  is  seeking 
to  have  the  Court  uphold  a  February 
1979  decision  by  Judge  Sydney  Harris 
that  issue  number  39  of  the  magazine  is 
not  immoral,  indecent  or  scurrilous.  A 
Crown  appeal  of  that  verdict  resulted  in 
an  order  for  a  retrial. 

Pink  Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clayton 
Ruby  and  Crown  Attorney  Ian 
MacDonnell  argued  their  cases  for 
about  45  minutes  before  judges  Rt  Hon 
Bora  Laskin,  Hon  RGB  Dickson  and 
Hon  W  R  Mclntyre. 

MacDonnell  argued  that  the  Supreme 
Court  must  concern  itself  only  with 
issues  of  national  importance.  He  said 


Pink  Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby 

The  Body  Politic  appeal  didn't  qualify 
as  such. 

Ruby  said  that  the  case  concerned 
freedom  of  speech  in  the  discussion  of 
controversial  matters.  "As  such,  it  can't 
be  other  than  of  national  importance," 
he  argued. 

A  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Court  will  hear  the  case  is  expected 
within  two  or  three  weeks.  If  the  Court 
does  grant  leave,  the  appeal  would  like- 
ly not  be  heard  for  another  six  months. 

If  the  court  refuses  leave,  the 
magazine  could  be  back  in  provincial 
court  as  early  as  this  September  facing  a 
retrial. 

Donations  to  The  Body  Politic  Free 
the  Press  Fund  can  be  made  payable  to 
Lynn  King  in  trust  for  TBP,  and  mailed 
to  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1X9.  □ 

Fired  chef  rehired 
by  same  restaurant 

SAINT  JOHN,  NB  —  A  man  who  was 

fired  by  a  Saint  John  restaurant  because 
he  was  gay  has  been  rehired,  and  has 
received  a  formal  apology  from  the 
management. 

Gaston  Nadeau  was  fired  from  his 
position  as  chef  at  Captain's  Quarter /- 
Pier  One  restaurant  in  the  spring  of 
1980.  Two  other  employees  were  also 
dismissed.  The  three  men  were  appar- 


Questioning  a  serious  omission:  CGRO  deputants  Jim  Monk,  Dan  Healey,  Michael  Arkin  (l-r)  and  Christine  Donald  (not  shown)  confront 
Labour  Minister  Robert  Elgie  and  Committee  Chairman  Mike  Harris  in  a  public  hearing  at  Queen's  Park  on  the  Human  Rights  Code 


ently  told  by  the  manager  that  the  own- 
ers wanted  them  fired  because  they  were 
gay. 

Nadeau  made  a  formal  complaint  to 
the  New  Brunswick  Human  Rights 
Commission,  which  sent  officer  Peggy 
Duplessis  to  investigate  the  matter.  The 
restaurant  owners  denied  the  allegation, 
however,  and  in  her  report,  Duplessis 
stated  that  Nadeau  had  been  fired 
because  "certain  legitimate  rules  apply- 
ing to  all  employees  were  being  contra- 
vened, and  the  situation  had  to  be  cor- 
rected." One  of  these  rules  seems  to 
have  related  to  staff  fraternizing  with 
patrons. 

A  year  after  his  dismissal,  however, 
Nadeau  was  rehired  by  the  restaurant 
and  received  an  apology  as  a  condition 
of  his  reinstatement. 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FLAG)  then  wrote  to  the  commission, 
stating  the  rehiring  demonstrated  the 
officer's  investigation  had  been  clearly 
inadequate.  However,  FLAG  received 
no  response. 

TBP  spoke  with  commissioner  Karen 
Taylor,  who  said  she  felt  the  investiga- 
tion had  been  satisfactory,  and  that  the 
officer  had  probably  helped  bring  about 
the  rehiring.  FLAG  pointed  out, 
however,  that  the  facts  of  the  case  clear- 
ly contradict  Taylor's  statement. 

At  Nadeau's  request,  TBP  did  not 
contact  the  restaurant  owners  them- 
selves. 

The  New  Brunswick  Human  Rights 
Commission  can  conduct  only  informal 
investigations  into  cases  of  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination. However,  chairman  Noel 
Kinsella  told  TBP  the  commission  is 
using  the  term  "sex"  to  cover  "sexual 
orientation."  He  said  the  commission 
had  received  about  600  formal  com- 
plaints last  year,  about  15  of  which 
related  to  sexual  orientation. 

Robert  TrowD 

Crown  drops  charges 
in  photo  album  case 

TORONTO  —  A  man  charged  in  con- 
nection with  Roy  Montgomery,  the  indi- 
vidual facing  1 5  separate  charges  arising 
out  of  a  small  leather  business  and  a 
family  photo  album,  has  had  all  the 
charges  against  him  dropped. 

The  man,  who  asked  that  his  name 
not  be  used,  is  Montgomery's  room- 
mate and  was  out  of  town  when  police 
raided  their  apartment  (TBP,  June).  On 
his  return,  however,  he  too  was  charged 
with  keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse 
and  making  obscene  photographs. 

The  charges  against  him,  which 
appear  to  have  been  based  entirely  on 
the  photo  album,  were  dropped  June  4. 

It  is  unclear  what  implications  this 
has  for  Montgomery  himself.  Deputy 
Crown  Attorney  Michael  Lynch,  who  is 
prosecuting  the  case,  would  not  return 
TBP's  calls. 
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custom  kitchen  tables 
in  wood  &  solid  colours 


Scandinavian  lamps 


Marimekko,  Laura  Ashley 
designer  wallpapers  and 
fabrics 


countertops  in  marble, 
butcherblock,  tiles 
arborite,  formica 
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(416)  968-1146 


19  Birch  Ave,   Toronto,   Canada    M41/  1E1 


Montgomery  faces  many  more 
charges,  but  they  all  arise  either  out  of 
catalogue  mailings  for  Montgomery 
Leathers,  or  his  personal  photo  album. 
TBP  speculated  last  issue  that  the 
charges  gave  the  police  an  opportunity 
to  link  the  names  of  gay  activists  Peter 
Maloney  and  George  Hislop  to  the  issue 
of  "kiddie  porn."  Montgomery's  name, 
and  the  allegation  that  he  possessed 
"kiddie  porn,"  appeared  in  police  press 
release  concerning  conspiracy  charges 
against  Maloney  and  Hislop. 

In  the  unrelated  matter  of  the  con- 
spiracy charges,  Hislop,  Maloney  and 
businessman  Jerry  Levy  appeared  in 
court  June  1 1 ,  and  were  remanded  to 
September  10  to  set  a  date  for  trial.  As 
well,  it  may  be  some  time  before  extra- 
dition proceedings  against  the  two 
Americans  also  charged  are  fully  under- 
way —  a  source  in  Washington  says  no 
official  request  has  yet  been  received 
from  Ottawa. 

Howard  Morton,  the  Crown  Attor- 
ney in  this  case,  says  the  Attorney 
General  has  made  the  request,  but  he 
expects  the  procedure  to  take  some  time 
and  does  not  expect  a  ruling  in  the  US 
courts  until  late  summer. 

Gerald  Harmon 

Council  condemns 
press  pejoratives 

MONTREAL  —  The  Quebec  press 
council  has  upheld  three  recent  com- 
plaints against  Quebec  media  for 
making  anti-gay  comments. 

In  the  first  case,  Montreal  lawyer  Sam 
Boskey  filed  a  complaint  against  radio 
station  CJAD  in  November  1980,  after 
an  announcer's  comments  regarding 
two  gay  men  who  were  not  allowed  to 
dance  together  at  Disneyland,  the 
American  amusement  park.  The 
announcer  said  the  men  might  fight 
Disneyland  on  the  issue  —  if  they  were 
capable  of  making  a  fist. 

Boskey  told  the  council  the  remarks 
were  discriminatory  and  violated  the 
Quebec  charter  of  rights  and  freedoms 
and  the  regulations  of  the  Canadian 
Radio-Television  and  Telecommunica- 
tions Commission. 

The  council  agreed  with  Boskey  in  a 
ruling  May  1 1 ,  calling  the  remarks 
"pejorative"  and  adding,  "The  media 
should  dissipate  prejudice  of  this  kind, 
not  propagate  it." 

In  June,  activist  Tom  Waugh  filed  a 
complaint  regarding  a  Montreal  Gazette 
headline  which  read,  "GOD  SAVE  THE 
QUEENS."  The  headline  appeared 
above  a  story  about  disciplinary  action 
taken  against  gay  sailors  aboard  a  royal 
yacht. 

The  council  said  the  headline  was 
"inappropriate"  and  should  not  have 
been  used  "because  of  its  derogatory 
character." 

In  the  third  case,  also  in  June,  the 
council  upheld  a  complaint  against  the 
Sherbrooke  paper,  La  Tribune,  which 
ran  the  headline,  "Las  Vegas  fire  started 
by  homosexual  with  marijuana  cigar- 
ette." In  its  ruling,  the  council  stated, 
"The  mention  of  the  sexual  orientation 
of  the  suspect  was  superfluous." 

Stuart  Russell  □ 

Got  a 
hot  news  tip? 

If  you  have  information  that  you 

think  would  be  important  for  your 

community  to  know,  call  TBP's  news 

hotline  and  let  us  in  on  it.  977-6320. 

Confidentiality  assured. 


14fTHE  BODY  POLITIC 


JULY/AUGUST  1981 


i.c*: 


indecency  laws  claim  another  life 


EDMONTON  —  "BIZZARRE  TALE  OF 
SEXUAL  TORMENT,"  screamed  the 
inch-and-a-half  high  letters  on  the  front 
page  of  the  May  1  Edmonton  Sun. 
"Student  came  for  help,  but  got  gay  sex 
instead,"  the  lines  below  elaborated. 

For  the  next  couple  of  weeks  the  Sun 
was  busy  covering  the  shooting  of  the 
pope,  the  confessions  of  Billie  Jean 
King  and  the  usual  array  of  rape, 
murder  and  child-abuse  stories. 

The  headline  on  a  follow-up  story 
May  17  was  "Counsellor  found  dead." 

Two  weeks  before  Elaine  Kuresh 
killed  herself,  the  Sun's  first  story  about 
her  appeared.  It  was  headlined  "Coun- 
sellor's private  hell"  and  said,  in  part, 
"The  39-year-old  woman  claims  to  love 
the  teenager  and  plans  to  have  a  sex- 
change  operation  so  the  two  can  marry. 
The  student  had  been  the  counsellor's 
live-in  lover  since  she  transferred  to  an 
Edmonton  school  and  walked  into  the 
guidance  office  more  than  a  year  ago. 
The  quiet  of  their  love  nest  was  shat- 
tered March  13  when  the  student's 
father  arrived  at  the  counsellor's  door- 
step with  social  workers  and  policemen. 
The  girl  was  taken  from  the  home  and 
in  a  hearing  Wednesday  was  made  a 
ward  of  the  court  and  sent  to  a  foster 
home." 

Sometime  late  in  1979  or  early  1980, 
while  working  as  a  counsellor  at  H  A 
Gray  Elementary  Junior  High  School, 
Elaine  Kuresh  met  Lorna  (not  her  real 
name),  who  was  then  14. 

H  A  Gray  is  situated  in  an  industrial 
section  of  North  Edmonton.  The  stu- 
dents are  largely  working  class  kids  — 
"problems,"  "misfits."  Lorna  was 
gang-raped  when  she  was  12.  Her  par- 
ents were  separated.  She  had  suffered 
neglect,  if  not  actual  abuse,  at  their 
hands. 

By  April  1980,  the  Alberta  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services  and  Community 
Health  found  out,  through  Lorna's 
father,  that  she  had  been  taken  into  the 
home  of  Elaine  Kuresh  and  her  hus- 
band, Bill,  who  lived  on  an  acreage  near 
Red  water,  Alberta,  35  miles  northeast 
of  Edmonton.  Hal  O'Neil,  Director  of 
Public  Communication  for  Social  Ser- 
vices, stressed  in  an  interview  that  the 
"open  protection  order"  the  Depart- 
ment held  on  Lorna  meant  that  they 
were  to  keep  an  eye  on  her  for  her  par- 
ents. She  lived  with  the  Kureshes  with 
her  parents'  full  knowledge  and 
consent. 

Elaine  Kuresh's  honesty  about  her 
own  experiences  probably  made  her  a 
good  counsellor.  I  talked  with  four 
people  who  had  worked  with  her  over 
the  years,  and  all  agreed  that  she  was 
good  at  her  job.  School  Board  Associ- 
ate Superintendent  Alex  Gardner  con- 
firmed that  to  the  press. 

But  her  profession  may  have  finally 
been  Elaine's  downfall.  As  one  of  her 
colleagues  explained  to  me,  "She  was  of 
that  school  of  psychology  that  is  very 
big  on  disclosure."  Elaine  was  seeing  a 
psychiatrist.  She  prepared  a  detailed, 
37-page  self-profile  and  made  three 
copies  of  it:  one  for  herself,  one  for  the 
psychiatrist  and  one  she  gave  to  Lorna. 

Lorna  was  attending  a  life-skills 
course  —  a  kind  of  group  therapy  effort 
designed  to  prepare  school  drop-outs 
for  independence.  She  told  a  counsellor 
in  the  course  about  her  relationship  with 
Elaine.  The  counsellor  went  to  the 
Department  of  Social  Services  with  the 
information. 

April  29,  two  weeks  after  Lorna  was 


removed  from  the  Kuresh  acreage  and 
two  days  before  the  headlines  appeared 
on  the  front  page  of  the  Edmonton  Sun, 
an  Alberta  family  court  judge  decided 
not  to  return  Lorna  to  either  of  her 
parents  because  of  the  family  history. 
Instead,  she  was  made  a  ward  of  the 
court.  After  the  hearing,  Lorna  told  her 
parents  she  never  wanted  to  see  them 
again  and  went  and  hugged  Elaine. 

The  next  day,  Lorna's  two  older  sis- 
ters took  her  copy  of  Elaine's  self- 
profile  to  Eddie  Keen,  a  self-styled 
crusader  for  justice  who  is  a  columnist 
for  the  Sun  and  a  radio  commentator. 
Both  his  column  and  broadcast  on 
May  1  consisted  of  excerpts  from  what 
he  called  a  "Tortured  soul's  bizarre 
story."  It  revealed  that  Elaine  Kuresh 
(not  yet  named)  had  once  before  fallen 
in  love  with  a  female  student  who'd  had 
a  sex-change  and  was  currently  her  hus- 
band (Bill).  Elaine  had  "cursed  growing 
up  a  girl."  As  a  teenager  she  "felt 
strong  attractions  to  girls"  and  was 
"subjected  to  a  violent  homosexual 
assault."  He  also  reve'ded  that  she  had 
attempted  suicide  more  than  once. 

On  May  6  the  Edmonton  Public 
School  Board  was  informed  that  Elaine 
Kuresh  had  resigned.  On  May  1 1  the 
Redwater  Detachment  of  the  RCMP 
charged  her  with  contributing  to  the 
delinquency  of  a  minor  and  with  gross 
indecency.  She  was  released  on  $1,000 
bail  on  the  condition  that  she  have  no 
contact  with  Lorna. 

The  next  evening  she  took  an  over- 
dose. It  was  two  days  before  her  body 
was  found  in  the  bush  near  her  home, 
and  another  two  days  before  the  Sun 
reported  it  —  from  the  perspective  of 
Lorna's  sister. 

"An  Edmonton  woman  lives  with  the 
fear  that  she  may  be  responsible  for  the 
death  of  a  school  guidance  counsellor," 
the  story  began.  The  sister  said  that 
Lorna  now  refuses  to  speak  to  her, 
blaming  the  family  for  Elaine's  suicide, 
"but  we  did  it  out  of  love  and 
concern,"  she  lamented. 

The  next  week  the  Sun's  pages  con- 
tained a  number  of  "reflection"  pieces. 
The  last  in  this  series  was  a  Keen  col- 
umn entitled  "Counsellor's  death  sad- 
dens me."  He  reported  that  Elaine 
Kuresh  was  the  third  person  he'd  inves- 
tigated who'd  died  by  her  or  his  own 
hand.  He  said  he  was  sad  but  —  "it 
really  comes  down  to  one  point,  the 
mirror  image  we  must  face  every  morn- 
ing. If  that  image  is  simply  a  cover  for 
what  is  deemed  morally  or  criminally 
wrong  then  each  of  us  must  accept  the 
burden  should  there  be  discovery." 

While  the  Sun  interviewed  Elaine, 
Eddie  Keen  never  made  any  effort  to 
find  or  speak  with  Lorna.  "The  rele- 
vance escapes  me,"  he  told  TBP,  "I'm 
sure  she  would  have  said  she  was  in  love 
with  the  woman  —  maybe  even  that  she 
was  the  first  person  who'd  ever  loved 
her.  But  at  16,  you're  not  old  enough  to 
make  this  judgment  —  the  law  says 
you're  not." 

Hal  O'Neil  of  Social  Service  and 
Community  Health  was  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  officialdom  with  whom  I 
spoke  whose  voice  betrayed  any  regret 
at  the  outcome  of  the  investigations.  He 
called  it  "unfortunate"  and  agreed  that 
Lorna  was  treated  as  if  her  rights, 
thoughts  and  feelings  were  irrelevant. 
He  said  that  a  case-by-case  treatment  of 
disputes  over  consent  made  more  sense 
than  the  present  arbitrary  law.  "I  don't 
know  about  this  case  in  particular,  but 


there  are  some  16-year-olds  who  know 
exactly  what  they're  doing  —  that's  why 
they  can  be  tried  in  adult  court  in  this 
province  —  and  some  36-year-olds  who 
don't."  He  also  agreed  with  me  that  the 
negative  weight  placed  on  sexuality  in 
general,  and  especially  the  sexual  nature 
of  Elaine  and  Lorna's  relationship,  was 
unnecessary  and  cruel,  or,  as  he  put  it, 
"out  of  proportion  with  reality." 

The  RCMP,  Social  Services,  the 
school  board  and  the  press  all  knew 
how  Elaine  and  Lorna  felt  about  each 
other  and  that  there  were  never  any 
allegations  of  coercion  in  their  rela- 
tionship. 

The  Edmonton  Journal  also  covered 
this  story  —  usually  a  couple  of  days 
behind  the  Sun  and  in  a  more  low-key 
fashion.  Police  reporter  Darcy  Hinton 
said  that  they  didn't  have  the  same 
sources  or  contacts.  "I'm  glad  we  didn't 
play  it  up,  though,"  he  said,  "because  a 
lot  of  people  want  to  blame  the  media 
for  Elaine  Kuresh's  death.  And  I'm 
afraid  there's  a  good  case  to  be  made 
for  that  argument." 

Chris  BearcbellD 

US  border  official 
denies  interim  policy 

NEW  YORK  —  An  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  supervisor 
at  New  York  City's  Kennedy  Airport 
has  denied  any  knowledge  of  current 
INS  policy  prohibiting  its  officials  from 
initiating  inquiries  into  the  sexual  orien- 
tation of  prospective  visitors. 

The  officer  was  referring  to  the  case 
of  Philip  Fotheringham,  a  dual  Cana- 


dian and  British  citizen,  who  was  denied 
entry  to  the  US  at  Kennedy  Airport 
May  5  when  INS  officials  discovered  he 
was  gay  {TBP,  June). 

Under  the  current  INS  policy  adopted 
September  10,  1980  by  the  US  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  officials  can  question  a 
prospective  visitor  on  his  or  her  sexual 
orientation  only  if  that  official  has  first 
received  information  —  either  through  a 
third  party  or  from  an  unsolicited,  vol- 
untary statement  by  the  visitor  —  that 
he  or  she  is  a  homosexual.  However, 
INS  offocials  at  Kennedy  Airport  found 
out  that  Fotheringham  was  gay  by 
reading  his  personal  correspondence 
and  journal  without  his  permission. 

The  Acting  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
INS  told  Washington,  DC  gay  rights  ad- 
vocate Clint  Hockenberry  that  if  the 
above  account  of  the  May  5  events  were 
accurate,  then  "there  was  definitely  a 
mistake  made.  The  interim  (September 
1980)  policy  is  still  in  effect." 

In  an  interview  with  TBP,  however, 
INS  Kennedy  Airport  supervisor  Mr 
Yong  maintained  that  no  such  policy  ex- 
isted. "I  don't  know  where  you  got  that 
information,"  Young  said.  "It's  com- 
pletely wrong.  How  can  we  do  an  in- 
spection without  asking  questions?" 

A  Washington,  DC  gay  rights  organ- 
ization is  currently  pursuing  a  complaint 
within  the  INS  against  airport  officials. 

New  York's  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
Fund  is  also  considering  a  legal  suit  on 
Fotheringham's  behalf  against  TWA, 
the  airline  which  flew  him  to  New  York 
City.  According  to  Fotheringham,  TWA 
Kennedy  Airport  manager  Mr  Nagle 
denied  him  access  to  his  passport, 
refused  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  INS 
officials  on  request,  and  threatened  to 
use  physical  force  to  place  him  on  a 
return  flight  to  London.  He  also  alleges 
that  Nagle  described  him  as  "sick." 

Leo  CaseyD 


Kicking  back  at  the  Klan:  Five  hun- 
dred people  demonstrated  their 
solidarity  against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
May  31  in  an  afternoon  of  protest 
and  celebration  organized  by  the 
Riverdale  Action  Committee  Against 
Racism  (RACAR). 

After  speeches  from  church,  gay, 
labour  and  ethnic  groups,  the  crowd 
marched  past  KKK  headquarters  on 
Dundas  Street,  where  four  Klans- 
men,  fully  costumed  and  accom- 
panied by  a  vocal  female  supporter, 
gave  Nazi  salutes  and  shouted  cat- 
calls. 

Festivities  continued  in  Greenwood 


Park,  where  participants  picnicked  to 
the  sounds  of  the  Gayap  Drummers, 
the  Pelican  Players  and  the  women's 
rock  band.  No  Frills,  whose  good- 
time  music  got  the  crowd  up  and 
dancing  at  the  close  of  the  day. 

Minor  MahoneyC 
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Demonstrators  confess:  they  "encourage  homosexuality" 

Finns  slapped  for  gay-boosting 


HELSINKI  —  A  demonstration  organ- 
ized by  SETA,  the  Finnish  organization 
for  sexual  equality,  was  disrupted  May 
16  when  police  confiscated  a  banner 
bearing  the  words  "We  encourage 
homosexuality"  and  charged  20 
demonstrators. 

Police  claim  the  banner  breached  the 
Finnish  penal  code's  paragraph  20:9:2, 
which  prohibits  public  encouragement 
of  "lewd"  behaviour  between  members 
of  the  same  sex.  Gay  sex  itself  is  not 
illegal  between  consenting  adults. 

Twenty  demonstrators  who  signed  a 
public  confession  that  they  were  guilty 
of  shouting  the  same  words  during  the 
march  were  interrogated,  but  it  is  still 
unclear  whether  they  will  be  prosecuted. 
If  found  guilty,  the  demonstrators  could 
face  up  to  six  months  imprisonment. 

SETA  has  focused  much  of  its  work 
on  the  law  prohibiting  pro-gay  state- 
ments. The  group  is  attempting  to  take 
the  Finnish  government  before  the 
United  Nations,  since  the  penal  code 
paragraph  is  in  conflict  with  the  UN's 
International  Covenant  of  Civil  and 
Political  Rights. 

"The  paragraph  has  previously  been 
used  to  prohibit  objective  information 
about  homosexuality.  Now  it  has  gained 
a  new  dimension.  It  can  be  used  to 
restrict  the  right  of  gay  people  to 
demonstrate  against  discrimination," 
said  SETA  spokesperson  Eva  Isaksson. 

Demands  to  abolish  the  paragraph 
should  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Ritarikatu  2B  SF  00/70, 
Helsinki  17,  Finland. □ 

NSW  prefers  rape 
to  consenting  gays 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  The  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  once  again  re- 
fused to  debate  the  issue  of  homosexual 
law  reform  April  7,  thus  creating  a  biz- 
arre anomaly  in  the  state's  sex  laws. 

Parliament  had  passed  a  sexual  as- 
sault act  which  provides  a  penalty  of 
seven  years  for  rape  —  defined  as  non- 
consenting  sex.  Yet  homosexual  acts  be- 
tween consenting  adults  in  private  are 
still  punishable  by  a  14-year  sentence. 
Attempts  to  include  an  amendment  de- 
criminalizing gay  sex  was  ruled  outside 
the  terms  of  the  act. 

Outside  Parliament,  100  anti-gay  Fes- 
tival of  Light  demonstrators  raised  the 
spectre  of  the  gay  threat  to  the  family, 
while  500  gay  demonstrators  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road  heard  that  New 
South  Wales  remained  "along  with  the 
USSR,  Iran  and  (the  Australian  state  of) 
Queensland,"  among  the  small  minority 
of  states  still  prohibiting  gay  sex.D 

May  Day  marchers 
shock  local  honchos 

PUEBLA,  MEXICO  —  An  enthusiastic 
contingent  of  30  gay  people  participated 
in  the  annual  May  Day  march  in  this 
central  Mexican  city  in  one  of  this  coun- 
try's First  gay  actions  outside  Mexico 
City. 

The  contingent  was  sponsored  by  the 
Colectivo  de  Liberaci6n  Homosexual  de 


Puebla.  Members  of  the  Mexico  City- 
based  Frente  Homosexual  de  Action 
Revolucionaria  also  travelled  from  the 
capital  to  participate.  May  Day  is  an 
official  holiday  in  Mexico,  and  workers 
organize  parades  throughout  the 
country. 

Government  officials  in  Puebla  are 
Roman  Catholic  and  very  conservative, 
and  it  was  reported  that  the  state  gov- 
ernor, who  traditionally  watches  the 
demonstration  from  the  reviewing 
stand,  was  so  upset  by  the  gay  contin- 
gent that  he  could  not  eat  for  the  rest  of 
the  day. 

The  contingent  marched  close  to  that 
of  the  Mexican  Communist  Party, 
which  has  recently  taken  pro-gay  stands 
similar  to  those  of  communist  parties 
in  Spain  and  Italy.  A  local  radio  sta- 
tion accused  the  party  of  recruiting 
homosexuals  in  order  to  increase  its 
membership.  □ 

Union  loses  vote 
at  Frisco  gay  spot 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  victory  for 
management,  workers  at  the  gay-owned 
and  gay-staffed  Church  Street  Station 
voted  down  Local  2  of  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Employees  and  Bartenders 
Union  in  a  March  31  union  certification 
election. 

The  results,  26  to  15  against  the 
union,  were  almost  identical  to  an 
earlier  July  7,  1980  vote.  That  had  been 
set  aside  by  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board  because  of  "heavy  anti- 
union animus"  on  the  part  of  manage- 
ment. (TBP,  May  1981.) 

Michael  Koblenz,  a  gay  organizer  for 
Local  2,  told  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel 
that  the  election  results  were  disappoint- 
ing. "But  when  ten  pro-union  employ- 
ees were  fired  in  the  course  of  eight 
months,  we  couldn't  win." 


Church  Street  Station  management 
has  promised  to  improve  working  con- 
ditions and  workplace  communications, 
although  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  will 
actually  happen  now  that  the  election  is 
over.  Management  is  still  particularly 
bitter  over  the  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
union  by  gay  city  supervisor  Harry 
Britt,  community  college  board  member 
Tim  Wolfred  and  Harvey  Milk  Demo- 
cratic Club  president  Gwenn  Craig.  □ 

Hong  Kong  inquiry 
ends  after  ten  months 

HONG  KONG  —  After  more  than  ten 
months  of  evidence  from  120  witnesses, 
the  MacLennan  inquiry  is  drawing  to  a 
close  amid  continuing  controversy. 

Police  Inspector  John  MacLennan 
was  found  dead  from  five  bullet  wounds 
in  January  1980,  hours  before  he  was  to 
be  arrested  for  homosexual  activities. 
An  inquest  ruled  the  death  a  suicide, 
but  a  public  inquiry  was  called  after  per- 
sistent allegations  of  a  cover-up  by  the 
Special  Investigation  Unit  (SIU)  of  the 
Hong  Kong  Police,  the  group  in  charge 
of  investigations  of  homosexuals. 

There  were  rumours  that  MacLennan 
had  been  murdered  because  he  had  seen 
lists  of  prominent  figures  suspected  of 
being  gay.  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  in  Hong 
Kong. 

Attorney  General  John  Griffiths 
found  himself  under  attack  from  Urban 
Counsellor  Elsie  Elliot,  who  has  led 
calls  for  reform  of  the  colony's  anti-gay 
laws.  Testifying  at  the  inquiry,  Elliot 
said  that  she  could  not  rule  out  the  pos- 
sibility tht  MacLennan  was  murdered, 
but  she  was  certain  that,  murder  or  sui- 
cide, MacLennan  had  been  "hounded 
to  death  by  the  SIU."  She  called  the  SIU 
policy  on  homosexuals  a  "discrimina- 
tion charter." 

The  inquiry  made  headlines  again 


during  its  Final  days  when  a  May  21 
statement  from  Hong  Kong  governor 
Sir  Murray  MacLehose  was  described  as 
"possibly  in  contempt  of  court." 
MacLehose  told  the  inquiry  to  restore 
public  confidence  in  the  police  by  a 
"convincing  resolution"  of  the  case, 
but  added  that  he  did  not  expect  Mr 
Justice  Wang  to  report  "gratuitous  crit- 
icisms" which  did  not  relate  to  the  main 
event.  He  seems  to  have  been  referring 
to  the  complaints  against  the  Attorney 
General. 

Justice  Wang  must  now  produce  a 
major  report  from  the  more  than  13,000 
pages  of  transcript  from  the  inquiry, 
and  will  probably  make  recommenda- 
tions on  possible  changes  to  the 
colony's  anti-gay  laws.D 

PIE  leader  faces 
2nd  conspiracy  rap 

AMSTERDAM  —  The  International 
Gay  Association  (IGA)  has  sent  out  an 
urgent  appeal  to  its  member  groups  for 
actions  protesting  the  imprisonment  and 
continued  harassment  of  Tom  O'Carrol, 
former  chairperson  of  the  Paedophile 
Information  Exchange  (PIE). 

O'Carrol  and  another  man,  Michael 
Dagnall,  have  now  been  charged  with 
conspiracy  to  commit  an  act  of  gross 
indecency  against  a  13-year-old  boy. 
O'Carrol  is  presently  serving  a  two-year 
sentence  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy  to 
corrupt  public  morals  because  of  his 
activities  with  PIE. 

According  to  the  IGA  press  release, 
statements  by  Judge  John  Leonard  dur- 
ing the  PIE  trial  could  make  any  organi- 
zation which  puts  gay  people  in  contact 
with  one  another  in  danger  of  being 
charged  with  conspiracy  to  corrupt  pub- 
lic morals.  According  to  the  judge, 
homosexuality,  including  lesbianism, 
"is  a  corrupting  social  practice." 
Although  there  are  no  laws  in  Britain 
prohibiting  the  corruption  of  public 
morals,  conspiracy  to  corrupt  is  a  crime. 

"The  trial  is  of  concern  to  all  lesbians 
and  homosexuals,"  said  an  appeal  from 
the  British  youth  liberation  group  Fallen 
Angels.  "The  decision  to  use  this  law 
against  pedophiles  was  motivated  in 
part  by  the  desire  to  restore  a  measure 
of  its  public  legitimacy  in  order  to  facili- 
tate its  subsequent  use  against  lesbians, 
homosexuals  and  other  groups....  We 
must  fight  against  the  criminalization  of 
Tom,  against  his  defamation  by  the 
press  and  against  the  conspiracy  laws, 
not  only  (indeed  not  necessarily) 
because  we  wish  to  defend  pedophiles 
(which  is  not  the  same  thing  as  defend- 
ing pedophilia),  but  for  our  own  protec- 
tion as  lesbians  and  gay  men."D 

Boy  Scouts  sued 
by  gay  Eagle  Scout 

SAN  LEANDRO,  CA  —  A  former 
Eagle  Scout  is  suing  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  because  he  was  expelled  for  his 
sexuality. 

Timothy  Curran,  a  19-year-old  Na- 
tional Merit  Scholarship  student  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles, 
filed  the  suit  April  30  in  Los  Angeles 
Superior  Court.  He  is  seeking  the  res- 
toration of  his  rank  and  membership, 
and  $520,000  as  redress  for  damages. 
His  attorney,  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  counsel  Susan  McGrievy,  is  opti- 
mistic that  the  court  will  reinstate 
Curran. 

David  Parks,  national  attorney  for 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Inc,  told 
Boston's  Gay  Community  News  that 
Curran  was  expelled  because  his  pres- 
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ence  in  the  organization  violates  its  pol- 
icy that  "homosexuality  and  participa- 
tion in  scouting  are  not  compatible." 
Parks  concedes,  however,  that  this 
policy  is  not  written  into  the  Boy 
Scouts'  bylaws.  □ 

Japanese  centre 
challenges  prejudice 

TOKYO  —  The  Japan  Gay  Centre, 
organized  in  March  1979,  is  now  pub- 
lishing a  bi-monthly  newspaper  for  that 
country's  gay  community. 

Although  Japan  has  a  long  history  of 
homosexual  subcultures,  running  from 
activity  in  9th  century  Buddhist  mona- 
steries to  the  homoerotic  17th  century 
samurai  societies,  Western  and  Confu- 
cian influence  in  the  18th  and  19th  cen- 
turies led  to  the  almost  total  suppression 
of  open  homosexual  activity.  It  was  not 
until  the  1970s  that  an  open  gay  subcul- 
ture began  to  emerge  again  in  the  major 
cities. 

There  are  no  specifically  anti-gay  laws 
in  Japan,  but  the  Centre  reports  that 
discrimination  does  exist  and  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  social  pressure  which 
condemns  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  lead 
double  lives. 

The  Centre,  founded  by  two  lesbians 
and  two  gay  men,  aims  to  fight  public 
prejudice,  coordinates  group  activities 
and  offers  individual  counselling.  It  can 
be  contacted  at  Box  662,  Shinjukuku, 
Tokyo  160-91,  Japan. □ 

Italian  communists 
cruise  gay  voters 

ROME  —  The  Italian  Communist  Party 
has  begun  to  take  a  more  active  interest 
in  gay  politics  and  is  apparently  actively 
courting  gay  votes. 

Until  recently,  the  only  major  Italian 
party  to  touch  the  gay  issue  was  the 
Radical  Party.  FUORI!,  the  country's 
leading  gay  organization,  is  affiliated 
with  this  group  and  fielded  gay  Radical 
Party  candidates  in  the  last  elections. 

The  first  evidence  of  a  new  openness 
came  April  4  when  the  Communist  may- 
or of  Rome  opened  the  Protomoteca 
Hall  on  Capitoline  Hill  to  a  meeting  of 
Italian  gay  groups.  A  few  weeks  later, 
the  Communist  vice-mayor  of  the  nor- 
thern Italian  town  of  Torre  Pellice 
officially  opened  the  third  annual  con- 
ference of  the  International  Gay 
Association,  held  there  over  Easter. 
Finally,  the  Party's  weekly  newspaper, 
Renascita,  published  a  two-page  spread 
about  gay  problems,  its  first  major 
treatment  of  the  issue. 

The  Italian  Communist  Party  has 
been  attempting  to  broaden  its  support  - 
among  different  sectors  of  the  electorate 
in  the  hope  of  providing  an  alternative  ' 
to  the  unstable  coalitioqs  of  centrist  and 
right-wing  groups  which  have  formed 
most  Italian  governments  over  the  last 
20  years.  □ 

Job  rights  fight 
appealed  to  Lords 

EDINBURGH  —  John  Saunders  will  go 
to  the  British  House  of  Lords  to  appeal 
the  decision  by  Scotland's  highest  court 
that  owners  of  a  summer  camp  were 
"acting  reasonably"  when  they  fired 
him  after  discovering  that  he  was  gay. 

The  May  7  decision  of  Scotland's 
Court  of  Sessions  backed  up  two  earlier 
industrial  tribunal  rulings  that  claimed  it 
was  reasonable  for  Saunder's  employers 
to  assume  that  homosexuals  were  auto- 
matically a  risk  to  children. 


"The  ruling  makes  it  absolutely  clear 
that  we  need  to  get  legislation  to  protect 
gay  people  at  work,"  said  Ian  Dunn, 
secretary  of  the  Employment  Protection 
Appeal,  an  organization  set  up  to  fight 
the  case.  "It  is  only  through  Parliament 
that  we  can  protect  gay  people."  Saun- 
ders was  fired  in  August  1979  from  his 
job  as  a  maintenance  handyman  al- 
though he  had  committed  no  offence 
and  there  had  been  no  complaints. 

The  National  Union  of  Public  Em- 
ployees, the  National  and  Local  Gov- 
ernment Officers  Association,  the  Edin- 
burgh Trades  Council  and  the  London 
Times  have  all  made  statements  in  sup- 
port of  the  fired  gay  man. 

Derek  Ogg,  Saunders's  solicitor,  said 
the  decision  to  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords  was  "good  news.  He's  doing  it  as 
much  for  the  principle  of  the  thing  as 
for  himself.  As  gay  people  we  mu"st  be 
grateful  to  him."  The  chairperson  of 
the  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality 
vowed  to  take  the  case  to  the  European 
court  if  necessary.  □ 

East-West  sparks  fly 
over  homo  hormone 

EAST  BERLIN  —  A  prominent  East 
German  scientist  is  once  again  float- 
ing the  theory  that  homosexuality  is 
"caused"  by  hormone  imbalances. 

Speaking  at  several  international  sex- 
ology conferences,  Guenther  Doerner, 
head  of  the  endocrinology  department 
of  East  Berlin's  Charite  University  Hos- 
pital, is  claiming  that  the  level  of  the 
male  hormone  testosterone  in  the  fetus 
at  a  crucial  stage  of  development  has  a 
permanent  influence  on  the  brain. 

"If  the  level  is  too  low  in  a  male  he 
will  develop  a  predominantly  female 
brain,  reacting  later  to  sexual  stimuli  in 
a  similar  way  to  a  woman,"  says  Doer- 
ner. "If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  male 
hormone  level  in  a  female  is  too  high, 
she  will  be  predisposed  to  lesbian  behav- 
iour later  in  life." 

Most  of  Doerner's  experiements  have 
been  carried  out  with  rats  injected  with 
varying  hormone  levels  at  birth.  "We 
eventually  produced  females  which  re- 
acted in  an  aggressive,  male  manner... 
and  males  that  reacted  in  an  entirely 
female  way."  Doerner's  theory  would 
seem  to  assume  that  differences  in 
behaviour  between  men  and  women  are 
biologically  rather  than  socially 
produced. 

Doerner's  leading  critic  is  Volkmar 
Sigusch  of  the  West  German  Society  for 
Sexual  Research.  According  to  Sigusch, 
Doerner's  theories  assume  that  homo- 
sexuality is  an  illness,  and  they  could  be 
used  to  justify  enforced  hormone  treat- 
ment of  homosexuals  to  cure  their  alle- 
ged sexual  deviation  □ 

Black  gay  evangelist 
attacked  by  church 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  noted  black 
scholar  who  founded  and  leads  the 
Pentecostal  Coalition  for  Human  Rights 
(PCHR)  has  drawn  strong  criticism  for 
his  pro-gay  stance  from  both  the  elders 
of  his  church  and  the  establishment 
evangelical  press. 

Dr  James  S  Tinney,  an  openly  gay  38- 
year-old  Howard  University  professor, 
described  by  Eternity  magazine  as  one 
of  the  world's  50  most  influential  evan- 
gelical thinkers,  announced  the  forma- 
tion of  PCHR  in  January  of  this  year.  At 
its  founding,  Tinney  characterized  the 
group  as  an  anti-racist,  pro-feminist  and 
pro-gay  organization  based  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  "liberation  theology."  In  his 


Companions 
wanted: 

SLIM,  ATTRACTIVE  COUPLE 

looking  for  companions  to  share  good 

food,  good  music  and  good  times  at  Lipstick, 

their  great  new  cafe  bar. 

Must  be  into  big  burgers  and  special 

dessert  experiences.  Prefer  those  who  enjoy 

good  drinks  as  well  as  exotic  coffees. 

Looking  for  fun  couples  or  singles 

who  like  to  party  til  3  on  weeknights 

and  6  on  weekends.  No  hangups  on  race,  age 

or  sex.  Reply  in  person  any  night  after  5  p.m. 

at  Lipstick,  580  Parliament  Street. 

All  replies  greeted  personally. 


The  late,  great  cafe"  bar. 

Weeknights  til  3.  Weekends  til  6. 

580  Parliament  Street,  south  of  Wellesley. 

922-6655. 
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FIREWEEDS 
ANNUAL 
BENEFIT 
DANCE 

PALAIS  ROYALE 

JULY  3 
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TICKETS  $7  ADVANCE 
$8  AT  THE  DOOR 

AVAILABLE  AT  THE 

TORONTO  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKS 

'OR  FURTHCR  INFORMATION  CONTACT  ELIZABETH  BATEWAN  CALL  531  6444 


WHY 

FLY  TO 

FLORIDA? 

Discover  our 
Southern  feel 
without  going 
South.  Fresh 
baked  bread, 
homemade 
desserts  and 
soups,  summer- 
time salads, 
deep  dish  quiche 
and  light  main 
entree.  Sunday 
brunch  with  live 
music  12  to  3 
p.m.  Flute  and 
piano  Tues  -  Sat 
p.m.  Come  relax 
and  enjoy. 


southcountry 


HARPER  S  RESTAURANT  38  LOMBARD  ST 
FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL  863-6223 


KEY  WEST 
FANTASY  FEST 

EXCLUSIVE  HOUSE  PARTY 
OCT 25  TO  NOV  1 


$499 


00. 


DOUBLE 


496  CHURCH  ST,  TORONTO 
961-8861 
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Womynly  Way  productions  presents: 

A  Midsummer  surprise! 

Featuring:  April  Kassirer,  Sharon  and 

Fran,  and  Linda  Ryan  Nye 

Friday,  July  10,  8:00p.m. 

Innis  College  Town  Hall 

2  Sussex  (at  St  George) 

Tickets  $5.00  advance  at  Toronto 

Women 's  Bookstore,  85  Harbord 

Childcare  /  Wheelcair  access.  This  event  will  be 
interpreted  for  the  hearing-impaired. 


Black  and  White  Men 

Together 

An  Inter-racial  men 's  group 

International  Convention 
San  Francisco,  June  25-28 

Local  Toronto  group  forming 


For  more  information,  write 

c/o  Drawer  C446,  The  Body  Politic, 

Box  7289.  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON 

M5W  1X9 


view,  the  main  political  task  of  PCHR 
was  to  oppose  the  ties  that  have  been 
built  between  the  Pentecostal  churches 
and  right-wing  "extremist  groups  such 
as  the  Moral  Majority,  Christian  Voice 
and  Religious  Roundtable." 

As  PCHR  grew  rapidly  from  200  to 
1,000  members,  Tinney  became  the 
focus  of  vehement  attacks  from  the 
Pentecostal  establishment.  He  was  re- 
moved from  his  position  as  faculty  ad- 
visor to  the  Howard  University  Pente- 
costal student  fellowship  and  was  pub- 
licly disowned  by  a  bishop  at  his  largely 
black  denomination,  the  Church  of  God 
in  Christ.  Logos  Journal,  a  leading 
charismatic  magazine  which  had  once 
used  Tinney  as  a  guest  editor,  has  called 
for  Tinney' s  excommunication,  claim- 
ing that  PCHR  "has  transgressed  the 
bounds  of  biblical  decency." 

Tinney  believes  that  these  attacks  are 
"representative  of  the  kind  of  hatred 
and  fear  that  Pentecostals  generally 
have  regarding  feminism  and  gay  rights. 
It  shows  a  kind  of  surface  dismissal  of 
the  two  causes  without  grappling  with 
the  issues  that  are  really  underlying 
them."D 

British  pride  march 
to  zap  Huddersfield 

LONDON  —  The  committee  which 
organizes  Britain's  annual  Gay  Pride 
March  has  decided  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  this  year's  action  from  London 
to  the  small  northern  English  town  of 
Huddersfield. 

Organizers  reversed  an  earlier  deci- 
sion to  keep  the  march  in  London  after 
more  than  1 ,000  North  English  gays 
signed  a  petition  calling  for  the  change. 

Police  activity  against  gay  men  in 
Huddersfield  has  become  a  national 
scandal  in  the  last  six  months.  Police 
have  taken  men  from  their  homes  and 
places  of  work  and  stopped  them  on  the 
street  for  questioning.  Others  have  been 
forced  to  undergo  medical  examina- 
tions. Many  were  refused  legal  advice 
while  in  police  custody.  Several  people 
suffered  injuries  at  the  hands  of  the 
police,  who  confiscated  diaries  and  ad- 
dress books  and  contacted  employers  to 
inform  them  of  gay  employees.  An  at- 
tempt to  close  down  the  town's  only  gay 
bar  was  stopped  in  the  courts  after 
the  Huddersfield  Gay  Action  Group 
formed  to  fight  the  police  atrocities. 

"Huddersfield  has  now  become  a 
watershed  in  the  history  of  gay 
politics,"  said  Barry  Birch  of  the  Ches- 
ter Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality, 
which  organized  the  petition  campaign. 
"Huddersfield's  problems  could  have 
occurred  anywhere,  and  if  it  happened 
to  us  in  Chester  we  would  like  to  think 
people  cared  and  would  help." 

The  Gay  Pride  Week  Committee  is 
now  trying  to  solve  the  logistical  diffi- 
culties of  transporting  and  housing  the 
more  than  three  thousand  demonstra- 
tors who  are  expected  to  descend  on  the 
town  July  4.  D 

Atlanta's  black  kids 
receive  gay  support 

NEW  YORK  —  Five  national  organiza- 
tions have  called  upon  the  US  lesbian 
and  gay  communities  to  provide  moral 
and  financial  support  for  various  efforts 
on  behalf  of  Atlanta's  black  children. 
More  than  20  black  youths  have  been 
murdered  in  Atlanta  over  the  past  year. 
The  five  groups  —  Dignity  (gay  Cath- 
olics), Integrity  (gay  Episcopalians),  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  the 
National  Task  Force  and  the  Universal 


Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  —  announced  May  12  that 
they  will  sponsor  a  fundraising  appeal 
on  behalf  of  the  Atlanta  Children's 
Foundation. 

This  call  followed  a  period  of  intense 
news  media  speculation  that  one  of  the 
children's  murderers  could  be  a  male 
homosexual  who  was  an  ex-prisoner. 
While  strongly  criticizing  the  news 
media's  sensationalist  coverage,  Atlan- 
ta's gay  community  leaders  have  co- 
operated fully  with  the  law  enforcement 
task  force  investigating  the  murders. 

National  Dignity  president  and  local 
Atlanta  resident  Frank  Scheuren  told 
Boston's  Gay  Community  News  that 
someone  within  the  task  force  was  leak- 
ing partial  and  misleading  information 
to  the  news  media  in  an  attempt  "to 
reduce  the  credibility  of  the  gay  com- 
munity" in  the  upcoming  mayoral  elec- 
tion. But  he  believes  that  the  investiga- 
tions of  the  task  force  are  well  found- 
ed: "the  gay  community  is  not  being 
manipulated." 

Assistant  District  Attorney  Gordon 
Miller  offers  a  similar  analysis.  "I  think 
they  (the  news  media)  have  given  a  lot 
of  coverage  to  insignificant  things... 
and  have  blown  a  lot  of  things  out  of 
proportion." 

Other  city  and  county  law  enforcement 
officials  say  that  they  have  drawn  no 
conclusion  about  the  cases,  except  that 
there  is  more  than  one  killer  involved. 
"Everyone  is  suspect,"  concludes 
Beverly  Harvard,  assistant  to  Atlanta's 
Public  Safety  Commissioner.  □ 

Turkish  transvestites 
face  police  attacks 

ANKARA  —  The  new  Turkish  military 
government  has  begun  a  campaign  of 
repression  against  the  country's  emer- 
ging gay  minority.  After  driving  most 
political  activity  underground  since  seiz- 
ing power  in  September  1980,  the  gener- 
als have  now  moved  on  to  cure  other 
"social  ills." 

Visible  homosexual  culture  has  tradi- 
tionally been  confined  to  boy  dancers  in 
rural  areas  in  Turkey,  but  during  the  last 
several  years  a  number  of  clubs  featur- 
ing transvestite  acts  have  opened  in  the 
downtown  Beyoglu  district  of  Istanbul. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  country's  leading 
popular  singers,  the  29-year-old  Bulent 
Ersoy,  is  a  transsexual.  He  and  several 
other  transvestite  singers  were  called  to 
the  security  department  earlier  this  year 
and  forced  to  sign  promises  not  to  wear 
women's  clothes  as  part  of  their  acts. 
Ersoy  subsequently  underwent  a  sex- 
change  operation  in  London  in  April 
and  is  now  referred  to  as  "Miss  Ersoy" 
in  the  Turkish  press. 

Police  raided  and  closed  down  1 1 
Istanbul  clubs  that  were  said  to  be 
illegally  employing  male  homosexuals. 
Twenty-two  men  were  detained  for  24 
hours  after  the  May  3  raid,  and  then  de- 
ported to  the  provinces  under  threat  of 
six-months  imprisonment  if  they  re- 
turned to  Istanbul.  Reports  from  Anka- 
ra and  other  cities  indicate  that  gangs  of 
right-wing  Islamic  fundamentalists  have 
become  increasingly  active  in  attacking 
suspected  gay  men  in  the  streets  in  order 
to  stamp  out"  immorality.  "□ 

International  News  credits: 
GLC  Voice  (Minneapolis),  Gay  Community  News 
(Boston),  International  Gay  Association  Bulletin 
(Amsterdam),  SETA  (Helsinki),  Gay  News  (Lon- 
don), Gay  Community  News  (Melbourne),  The 
Sentinel  (San  Francisco),  Gay  Life  (Chicago). 
International  News  would  like  to  acknowledge  a 
late  credit.  The  photograph  on  page  17  of  the  May 
1981  issue,  which  is  included  in  the  story  "Second 
vote  may  get  union  in  gay-run  bar,  "  should  have 
been  credited  to  Rink,  Bay  Area  Reporter.  Our 
apologies  for  the  omission. 
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ForAquiles  Molina  and  Lucho  Carrillo, 

a  dance  in  support  of  the  people  of  El  Salvador  became 

a  personal  battleground  in  their  struggle  for  respect  as  openly 

gay  men  in  Toronto's  Latin  American  community 

A SPACE 

FOR  OURSELVES 


Coming  out  on  the  side  of  change 
by  Michael  Riordon 


Picture  a  dance  hall  crammed  and 
bouncing  with  seven-hundred 
presumable  heterosexuals  dan- 
cing up  a  storm  in  support  of  El 
Salvador.  And  picture  us  there, 
twenty  or  so  gay  men,  five  or  six  les- 
bians. As  you  can  imagine,  our  dancing 
into  the  revolution  began  somewhat 
discreetly. 

At  first,  two  brave  men  simply  went 
out  and  boogied.  But  then  we  started  to 
build  on  each  other,  a  little  competitive 
but  mostly  pleased  with  ourselves  and 
each  other.  Into  the  evening  we  got 
more  and  more  daring  and  splendid.  I 
did  my  Isadora  Duncan  number,  inter- 
preting the  seasons  each  in  turn.  We  did 
the  high-school  clinch  —  you  remem- 
ber, clinging  together,  breathing  heavily 
and  hardly  moving.  "This  is  like  a  high- 
school  prom,"  some  complained.  "Bor- 
ing." So  we  made  a  conga  line  that 
wound  mischievously  through  the  star- 
tled crowd.  Then,  as  if  that  weren't 
enough,  we  made  a  sweaty  kick-line, 
whooping  to  the  music. 

"Oh  look!"  cried  one  spectator. 
"But  they're  all  boys!" 

Actually  we  weren't.  One  friend  of 
mine,  a  heterosexual  woman,  tried  to 


appear  to  be  dancing  with  as  many  of  us 
as  possible  because  she  feared  we'd  be 
attacked. 

Few  of  us  had  been  anywhere  near 
such  a  spectacularly  heterosexual  social 
scene  in  years.  Some  of  us  went  in 
groups,  some  in  pairs,  some  alone. 
Some  went  expecting  hostility,  some 
surprisingly  not.  Some  were  prepared  to 
blend  into  the  heterosexuality  of  it  all, 
others  were  prepared  to  celebrate  their 
liberation  at  an  event  that  stood  for 
liberation.  Some  went  armed  with 
friends.  I  worked  a  couple  of  hours  on 
the  bar,  both  as  a  labour  contribution 
and  a  setting  down  of  my  right  to  be 


there  should  credentials  be  called  for 
later.  They  weren't.  It  was  a  romp. 

For  the  little  cluster  of  lesbians,  as 
one  of  its  members  called  it,  it  was  less 
of  a  romp.  "I  hadn't  been  at  a  mixed 
party  in  years,"  she  said  later.  "It  felt 
weird,  men  asking  me  to  dance.  I  didn't 
really  mind,  I  danced  with  them.  It  was 
fun  for  a  while,  but  it  certainly  wasn't 
my  space.  It  just  felt  weird." 

Another  women  told  me  that  she 
went  to  express  her  support.  "El 
Salvador  is  a  test  case  for  the  Reagan 
administration  to  see  what  it  can  get 
away  with.  It's  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant fights  for  me  in  a  long  time.  But  I 
came  away  thinking  that  going  to  the 
dance  had  been  a  stupid  move  on  my 
part.  The  whole  het  trip  was  really 
oppressive.  It's  not  that  the  men  got 
ugly  over  women  dancing  together,  but 
there's  this  assumption  that  the  women 
are  there  only  to  be  picked  up  by  men. 
I'd  forgotten  about  that,  it's  incredibly 
oppressive.  Gay  men  don't  have  to  deal 
with  that.  It  left  me  uncertain  about 
how  you  can  build  coalitions  like  this 
and  take  into  account  feminism  and  sex 
ual  orientation.  I  still  support  the  strug- 
gle in  El  Salvador,  but  I  wouldn't 


choose  to  express  my  support  in  that 
way  again." 

• 
El  Salvador.  President  Reagan  talks 
about  it  as  being  "in  our  back  yard." 
Nearly  five  million  people  in  8,000 
square  miles  of  Central  America.  Aver- 
age annual  per  capita  income:  $690  US. 
Two  percent  of  the  population  own 
60%  of  the  land.  More  than  half  of  the 
people  have  no  access  to  safe,  drinkable 
water.  A  "land  reform"  programme 
designed  and  executed  by  the  CIA- 
linked  American  Institute  for  Free 
Labor  Development  has  resulted  in  the 
murder  of  two  hundred  of  the  new  co- 
operative leaders  by  right-wing  death 
squads  financed  by  the  original  land- 
owners. At  least  eighty  of  the  cooper- 
atives are  paying  protection  money  to 
local  military  commanders.  Of  the 
13,030  murders  recorded  in  1980  by  the 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  San  Salvador, 
more  than  two-thirds  are  attributed  by 
former  US  ambassador  Robert  White  to 
government  forces:  army,  navy,  air 
force,  national  guard  and  paramilitary 
organizations.  The  church  says  that 
80%  of  the  deaths  can  be  blamed  on 
these  groups.  All  are  armed  and  trained 
by  the  US,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  by 
Israel.  The  victims:  peasants,  workers, 
students,  teachers,  children,  priests, 
journalists,  union  leaders,  nuns,  ref- 
ugees. This  April,  the  army  machine- 
gunned  some  one  hundred  fifty  chil- 
dren, seven  hundred  young  women  and 
six  hundred  elderly  people  fleeing  air 
force  bombing  of  their  villages. 

The  United  States  designates  the 
government  responsible  for  these 
actions  as  an  "M-RAG,"  a  "moderately 
repressive  authoritarian  government," 
worthy  of  $41 .2  million  in  military  aid 
(useful  only  against  civilians)  since  1979, 
nearly  two-and-a-half  times  the  total  US 
aid  in  the  previous  thirty  years.  Reagan 
hopes  to  increase  this  by  50%  in  the 
next  year.  The  only  foreign  "military 
advisers"  known  to  be  functioning  in  El 
Salvador  are  American  troops.  The  only 
organized  opposition  to  the  junta  is  the 
Democratic  Revolutionary  Front,  a  co- 
alition of  political  parties,  the  Catholic 
and  national  universities,  trade  unions, 
associations  of  peasants,  small  business- 
men, professionals,  academics  and  stu- 
dents, and  former  government  ministers 
disenchanted  with  the  repressive  policies 
of  the  junta.  The  main  fighting  force  is 
the  Farabundo  Marti  National  Liber- 
ation Front,  named  after  the  leader  of  a 
peasant  uprising  in  1932  which  US- 
backed  troops  quelled  by  killing  more 
than  30,000  peasants. 

Not  very  much  is  known  here  about 
gay  people  in  El  Salvador.  The  El  Sal- 
vadorean president  of  Toronto's  Centre 
for  Spanish-Speaking  Peoples,  Luis 
Carrillos,  says  that  gay  men  are  easily 
recognizable  there  "because  they  wear 
make-up.  They  don't  have  a  liberation 
movement  and  they  do  not  dance  to- 
gether in  public."  The  British  journal 
Gay  Left  says  that  the  majority  of 
known  gay  people  are  known  only  to 
each  other  and  that  most  of  them  won't 
come  out  against  the  regime.  (That  was 
a  previous  regime,  not  much  better  or 
much  worse  than  the  present  one.)  El 
Salvador's  "secret  anti-communist 
army"  has  recently  announced  plans  for 
the  extermination  of  all  "leftists,  homo- 
sexuals, prostitutes,  thieves  and  assas- 
sins." If  we  can  judge  by  experience 
under  other  right-wing  Latin  American 
dictatorships,  we  can  assume  they'll 
carry  out  this  cleansing  of  the  body  pol- 
itic with  missionary  zeal. 
• 

Two  of  the  men  at  the  dance  had  a 
special  stake  in  it  beside  the  battle  for  El 


Aquiles: 

"If  we're  to  enter 

into  the  Latin  American 

communities  at  all  we  have  to 

remind  them  constantly  that  we're 

there  as  gay  people." 


Salvador.  Lucho  Carrillo  is  Peruvian 
and  Aquiles  Molina  is  Chilean.  Both 
grew  up  gay  in  societies  where  machis- 
mo is  a  sort  of  second  religion. 

Aquiles:  "In  Santiago  I  was  a  straight 
man  by  day  and  then  gay  at  night.  My 
clothing  and  manner  changed  complete- 
ly when  I  went  into  a  gay  space." 

Lucho:  "In  Peru,  the  conception  of 
gay  men  is  that  they're  primarily 
effeminate;  of  lesbians  that  they're 
primarily  masculine.  I  had  sex  with  men 
in  Latin  America,  but  I  didn't  define 
myself  as  homosexual." 

Both  Lucho  and  Aquiles  live  in  Tor- 
onto now,  and  each  feels  a  double  sense 
of  isolation,  being  Latin  American  in  a 
gringo  society  and  gay  in  a  macho- 
obsessed  Latin  American  minority.  "I 
miss  being  with  people  from  Latin 
America,"  says  Lucho.  "I've  avoided 
them,  I've  avoided  the  whole  straight 
world.  But  I  miss  talking  Spanish.  The 
words  sometimes  have  much  more 
meaning  for  me,  they  have  connota- 
tions, memories,  they  trigger  emotions. 
A  word  like  pata  or  patita  —  you  can't 
translate  it  into  English.  The  closest 
word  is  buddy,  but  pata  is  gentler,  more 
intimate."  Aquiles  recalls  going  to  the 
Parkside  Tavern  here  one  afternoon: 
"It  was  a  really  nice  social  atmosphere. 
I  could  feel  it  and  I  like  that,  but  I  felt 
very  isolated.  It  was  full  of  gringos." 

Aquiles  and  Lucho  aren't  alone  by 
any  means.  There  are  at  least  100,000 
Spanish-speaking  people  in  Toronto. 
But,  says  Aquiles,  "Chilean  gays  here 
can  be  even  more  closeted,  more  re- 
pressed than  in  Chile.  Here  they're 
more  dependent  on  their  families,  on 
the  Chilean  community.  Some  of  them 
see  the  baths  as  places  of  perversion. 
They're  afraid  of  being  deported  for 
being  gay  if  they're  caught  by  the 
police.  They  don't  fit  anywhere.  There's 
no  space  for  them." 

For  both  these  men,  the  El  Salvador 
dance  marked  a  turning  point,  a  point 
of  departure. 

Lucho:  "My  politics  have  changed.  I 
recognize  much  more  now  what  I  have 
in  common  with  other  Latin  American 
people.  But  I  have  to  present  myself  to 
them  as  I  am."  He's  become  a  director 


of  the  Centre  for  Spanish-Speaking 
Peoples.  He  coordinated  security  at  a 
mass  rally  in  support  of  El  Salvador.  At 
a  demonstration  to  protest  Chile's 
phony  new  constitution,  he  heard  a 
chant,  "Pinochet  maricon\  Pinochet 
maricon\"  Maricon  means  queer.  It's  a 
devastating  insult  that's  been  twisted  to 
be  hurled  against  traitors,  cowards  and 
other  hated  villains.  "I  had  always 
thought  that  the  most  difficult  challenge 
for  me  would  be  to  come  out  to  another 
Latin  American  man,  a  straight  one," 
says  Lucho.  He  went  to  the  man  leading 
the  chants.  He  said  he  was  gay  and  the 
chant  was  intolerable  to  him.  The 
organizer  argued  that  it  wasn't  aimed  at 
Lucho,  it  was  aimed  at  Pinochet,  the 
Chilean  dictator.  The  chant  stopped, 
but  Lucho  says  they  didn't  get  the 
point.  "It  made  me  really  angry.  It 
means  I  have  to  work  very  hard  to 
regain  their  respect  and  trust  after  I 
come  out  to  them." 

And  it  meant  he  had  to  go  to  the  El 
Salvador  dance.  "These  are  ways  for 
me  to  test  experiences  here  where  I  have 
a  lot  of  supportive  friends,"  says 
Lucho,  "to  test  what  I'll  be  confronted 
with  when  I  go  back  to  my  country.  I 
want  to  go  back,  but  I  have  to  build  my 
strength  first.  I'd  rather  not  go  back  at 
all  than  go  back  and  hide. 

"It  was  necessary  to  show  ourselves 
physically  as  gay  Latin  American  at  the 
dance.  The  Latin  American  straights  say 
it's  okay  to  be  like  that  if  you're  Can- 
adian, but  not  for  our  own.  A  Peruvian 
woman  told  me  there  are  gays  here  in 
Canada  but  none  in  Peru!" 

Aquiles:  "Our  presence  at  the  dance 
was  too  evident  for  them  to  ignore  any 
longer.  If  we're  to  enter  into  the  Latin 
American  communities  at  all  we  have  to 
remind  them  constantly  that  we're  there 
as  gay  people." 

Lucho:  "The  first  part  of  the  dance 
was  very  tense  for  me.  I  tried  to  shut 
out  anything  negative.  I  was  looking  at 
everybody  but  not  at  anybody.  I  needed 
all  my  energies  just  to  be  there." 

Aquiles:  "Few  of  the  people  who 
knew  me  there  knew  I  was  gay.  Some 
when  they  saw  me  dancing  with  men 
became  quite  cold  to  me.  I  could  see 
groups  of  people  were  looking  at  us.  I 
was  quite  tense  at  first  but  I  got  used  to 
it  after  a  while." 

Lucho:  "I  was  uncomfortable  dan- 
cing slow.  And  I  was  conscious  of  dan- 
cing very  macho,  do  you  know  what  I 
mean?  I  wanted  to  break  the  gay  male 
stereotype  that  Latin  Americans  have.  It 
was  very  important  to  me." 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  seven  hun- 
dred people  at  the  dance  were  Lat- 
in Americans,  the  rest  not.  A  few  com-] 
plained  to  organizers  that  they  were 
going  to  leave  because  the  maricones 
were  there.  Others  were  simply  amazed 
by  us.  The  president  of  the  Centre  for 
Spanish-Speaking  Peoples  said  it  was 
the  first  time  he'd  ever  seen  anything 
like  that.  "Some  people  told  my  wife 
that  the  gay  people  might  become  vio- 
lent; she  was  afraid  of  that,  the  way  you 
were  carrying  on." 

Dancing? 

"You  have  to  understand,  for  most 
people  it  was  the  first  time  they'd  ever 
seen  that.  The  problem  is,  we  had 
children  there.  When  they  see  that,  they 
aren't  prepared  and  they  ask  their 
parents  what  is  going  on  here,  men  dan- 
cing with  men.  Their  parents  don't 
know  what  to  say.  Some  people  were 
impressed  because  you  kept  to  your- 
selves, you  didn't  make  passes.  For  my- 
self I  respect  gay  people  because  you 
put  your  grievances  forward,  for  exam- 
ple against  the  police.  That  shows 
guts." 

His  final  word:  "You  have  your  inter- 


ests and  we  have  ours.  At  times  when 
our  interests  coincide,  it's  good  for  us 
to  support  each  other." 

Has  there  ever  been  a  time  more 
clearly  compelling  than  now?  In  the 
International  Women's  Day  march  in 
Toronto,  one  of  the  rallying  cries  was 
"Stop  the  Right!"  (Some  said  "Chop 
the  Right!").  The  gay  contingents  in  the 
march  chanted  "Same  enemy,  same 
fight!"  —  it  went  echoing  through  the 
streets.  This  wasn't  idle  politically- 
correct  sloganeering,  it  was  a  deeply  felt 
and  shared  recognition  of  our  shared 
strength,  our  survival  as  free  people. 

At  a  gay  rally  after  the  bath  raids,  a 
man  jumped  up  after  several  speakers 
had  urged  us  to  ally  with  other  embat- 
tled minorities.  His  voice  ringing  with 
indignation,  he  said:  "I'm  sick  and  tired 
of  being  told  that  I  should  support 
other  people's  fights.  It's  about  time 
they  supported  mine."  I  wish  he  could 
have  heard  his  gay  and  straight  sisters 
and  brothers  shouting  "Same  enemy, 
same  fight!"  If  others  don't  see  it's  the 
same  fight,  we'll  have  to  show  them  that 
we  know  it  is. 

• 
After  this  particular  ball,  Cinderella 
didn't  revert.  On  the  contrary.  Things 
have  moved  deeply  and  irreversibly  for 
both  Lucho  and  Aquiles. 

Aquiles  reports  that  several  Latin 
American  men  who  were  cool  to  him  at 
the  dance  have  since  resumed  friendly 
relations.  Apparently  they  discussed  the 
affair  among  themselves  and  concluded 
that  they  hadn't  taken  the  gay  move- 
ment seriously  enough!  Aquiles  got  this 
information  second-hand,  but  if  it's 
true  it  suggests  a  major  breakthrough. 
"Suddenly  I  feel  I  can  begin  to  become 
involved  as  a  gay  activist  in  the  Latin 
American  communities." 

"The  more  of  us  Latin  American 
gays  who  get  involved,"  says  Lucho, 
"the  more  people  will  have  to  face  us, 
deal  with  us  as  we  are."  But  how? 
There  aren't  that  many  El  Salvador 
dances.  So  Lucho  and  Aquiles  plan  to 
launch  —  in  fact  have  launched  -—  a  gay 
group  for  Latin  Americans.  They  are  its 
first  members. 

Toronto/ El  Salvador:  Below,  US  President 
Reagan  is  brandished  in  effigy  by  demonstra- 
tors at  the  American  consulate.  Reagan  hopes 
to  boost  military  aid  to  the  junta  by  50%  next 
year.  At  right,  a  memorial  service  in  El 
Salvador  for  slain  revolutionary  leaders. 
Former  US  ambassador  Robert  White 
attributes  more  than  8,000  murders  to 
government  forces  in  1980. 
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Aquiles:  "The  first  stage  is  to  gather 
people  to  share  experiences  and  feelings. 
We've  already  begun  to  do  that,  the  two 
of  us.  It's  a  source  of  strength.  To  me 
it's  also  a  challenge  to  demystify  the 
macho  image  just  by  talking  about  our 
emotions,  feelings." 

Lucho:  "Aquiles  is  the  first  person 
I've  been  able  to  talk  to  about  these 
things.  It's  hard  to  explain.  So  much 
comes  from  your  background." 

Aquiles:  "I'm  quite  independent  of 
the  Latin  American  community  here.  It 
didn't  seem  important  to  me.  Now  sud- 
denly it  does.  You  realize  a  certain  sym- 
pathy with  people  who  are  Latin  Amer- 
ican and  gay,  even  if  you're  quite  differ- 
ent in  other  ways." 

Lucho:  "First  we'll  contact  people  we 
know,  that  will  be  hard  enough.  I  asked 
one  Latin  American  gay  man  I  know  if 
he  was  interested  and  he  said  I  must  be 
crazy." 

At  the  Centre  for  Spanish-Speaking 
Peoples,  Lucho  intends  to  urge  counsel- 
ling staff  toward  a  greater  awareness  — 
greater  than  zero,  presumably  —  of  gay 
people  in  the  Latin  American  commun- 
ity and  the  resources  available  for  us  to 
support  each  other. 
• 

Down  in  Washington  they're  dusting 
off  their  long-debunked  domino  theory 
of  world  politics.  It  says  that  there  are 
only  two  forces  in  the  world,  Good  vs 
Evil:  free  enterprise  vs  communism, 
heterosexuality  vs  homosexuality,  Chris- 
tianity vs  all  the  rest.  More  specifically, 
when  one  victim  falls  to  the  forces  of 
evil,  those  nearby  are  in  grave  danger  of 
doing  the  same.  Cuba  fell,  then  Nicar- 
agua. El  Salvador  is  teetering,  Guatem- 
ala on  the  brink.  Honduras  will  be  next, 
then  Mexico  could  go  —  God  knows 
where  it  will  all  end!  And  the  homosex- 
uals "recruit."  It  may  feel  as  if  we're 
rising,  but  to  the  domino  theorist  we're 
all  taking  an  awful  tumble,  each  one 
sucking  the  next  into  the  pit. 

In  a  certain  way  the  domino  theory 
makes  sense.  If  one  prisoner  sees 
another  overpower  his  guards  and  walk 
out  of  his  cell  to  blink  at  the  sun,  it's 
reasonable  for  that  second  prisoner  to 


Lucho: 

"I  was  conscious  of 

dancing  very  macho,  do  you 

know  what  I  mean?  I  wanted  to 

break  the  gay  male  stereotype  that 

Latin  Americans  have." 


try  the  same.  But  here's  the  trick  in  the 
theory:  it  insists  that  no  domino  can  fall 
over  without  an  outside  push.  Domin- 
oes have  no  will,  no  intelligence,  no 
desires,  no  independent  thoughts.  No 
matter  how  monstrous  the  conditions 
under  which  people  are  forced  to  live, 
they  are  incapable  of  rebelling  without 
that  outside  push.  So  British  authorities 
blame  the  Irish  chaos  on  the  IRA  and 
the  Brixton  riots  in  London  on  "outside 
agitators,"  the  USSR  blames  the 
Solidarity  battle  in  Poland  on  "neo- 
nazis,"  the  US  blames  popular  risings 
everywhere  in  The  Free  World  on  — 
need  I  say  it?  And  Ontario  Attorney 
General  Roy  McMurtry  blames  black  or 


Asian  or  gay  rage  on  militants  and 
radicals.  The  primary  value  of  the 
domino  theory  is  that  it  permits  author- 
ities to  ignore  our  protests  and  demands 
for  change.  The  idea  is  that  we  don't 
really  want  what  we  say  we  want,  we're 
just  parroting  some  sinister  agent. 
• 

The  double-edged  challenge  that 
Lucho  and  Aquiles  are  taking  on  isn't 
theirs  alone.  It's  a  dilemma  shared  by 
women  and  gay  people  who  want  to  be 
active  in  communities  and  movements 
for  change  other  than  feminism  and  gay 
liberation.  Does  one  battle  have  to  take 
precedence  over  another?  Do  we  always 
have  to  wait  until  "the  revolution  is 
secure"?  When  we've  done  so  in  the 
past  we've  always  lost.  Two  gay  men 
have  no  guarantee  of  liberation  in  the 
Latin  American  communities  here,  let 
alone  in  Peru  or  Chile.  None  of  us  can 
count  on  the  liberation  of  women  or  gay 
people  in  a  liberated  El  Salvador.  In  the 
meantime  the  country  is  fighting  for  its 
life  —  or  rather,  80%  of  the  people  are 
fighting  for  their  lives,  having  been 
declared  terrorists  and  extremists, 
enemies  of  the  state  in  their  own  land.  If 
the  junta  and  its  US  backers  have  their 
way  with  El  Salvador,  it  will  lie  under 
their  hands  a  spacious  and  docile  land,  a 
shining  example  of  upright  dominoes  — 
which  look  remarkably  like  tombstones. 

This  isn't  a  matter  on  which  we  can 
languidly  ponder  correct  positions. 
Though  the  Democratic  Revolutionary 
Front  has  accepted  the  idea  of  a 
negotiated  solution,  the  junta  has 
rejected  it.  The  war  will  continue.  A  US 
invasion  is  as  possible  as  if  it  was  in 
1964  Vietnam. 

When  a  society  is  falling  apart  and  in 
this  kind  of  danger,  it's  both  the  worst 
time  and  the  best  time  to  make  changes. 
People  are  terrified  and  desperately 
want  security,  they  cling  to  traditional 
values  and  habits.  While  homosexuality 
rates  pretty  high  as  a  traditional  habit,  it 
doesn't  do  so  well  as  a  traditional  value. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  sorts  of  molds 
and  chains  are  being  broken.  I  can't  see 
any  point  in  waiting  on  the  sidelines  for 
someone  else's  detailed  plans  of  what  a 


new  world  will  be  like  before  we  agree 
to  fight  for  it.  I  believe  we  gay  people 
have  a  better  chance  of  freedom  with 
the  Democratic  Revolutionary  Front 
than  we  have  with  any  other  force  in  El 
Salvador.  In  the  question  period  at  a 
public  meeting  here,  I  asked  author- 
economist  Rafael  Menjivar,  a  member 
of  the  Front  —  which  acts  as  a  sort  of 
Salvadorean  government-in-exile  based 
in  Mexico  —  whether  the  Front  had 
given  thought  to  the  position  and  rights 
of  gay  people  in  revolutionary  El 
Salvador.  His  (translated)  answer  to  me 
and  the  rest  of  the  almost  entirely 
straight-appearing  crowd:  "We're  in  the 
process  of  developing  a  series  of  prin- 
ciples on  the  status  of  minorities  and 
other  matters.  We  haven't  been  able  to 
give  much  attention  to  these  things 
because  of  the  war.  In  the  meantime  we 
welcome  support  from  any  group  in 
solidarity  with  our  struggle.  For  exam- 
ple, in  Mexico  the  Revolutionary  Group 
of  Homosexuals  and  Lesbians  is  doing 
work  in  support  of  the  Front,  and  this 
support  is  well  received.  This  might  be 
an  indication  of  possible  future  relation- 
ships with  minorities  in  El  Salvador." 

Not  exactly  the  promised  land. 
Maybe  all  he  said  is  if  you  support  us 
you  can  stay  on,  you  won't  get  wiped 
out.  Maybe.  And  in  any  case  it's  only 
words,  and  we  know  very  well  how 
much  value  can  be  placed  on  those, 
especially  when  they're  uttered  by  politi- 
cians who  want  our  support.  But  there 
are  no  promised  lands  for  gay  people. 
All  the  ones  we've  tried  to  build  are 
under  heavy  attack,  like  El  Salvador. 
No  city,  no  street,  no  bath  or  bar,  not 
even  our  homes  are  safe  from  attack.  It 
would  be  foolish,  to  say  the  least,  to 
doubt  that  we'll  have  to  fight  for  our 
place  in  revolutionary  El  Salvador,  as 
we  have  to  do  everywhere  else.  But 
maybe,  for  a  change,  we  can  hope  to 
fight  in  a  decent  arena  we've  helped  to 
build.  As  far  as  I'm  concerned  that  is 
worth  fighting  for,  right  now. 

On  the  June  20  Toronto  rally  and 
march  to  protest  US  intervention  and 
Canadian  complicity  in  El  Salvador,  it 
thrills  me  to  march  with  a  contingent  of 
highly  visible  and  audible  lavender 
dominoes.  I  suppose  that's  what  I'm 
looking  for  these  days,  not  promised 
lands  but  signs  of  hope.  Among  the 
marchers  I  can  hear  a  few  Latin  Amer- 
ican gays  chanting  "No  Mas  Mierda!" 
—  Spanish  for  "No  More  Shit!"  If  the 
rest  of  the  marchers  don't  know  what  it 
means  yet,  or  why  the  few  are  shouting 
it,  give  them  a  little  time.  Perhaps 
before  too  long  we'll  be  speaking  the 
same  language.  □ 
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Tim  McCaskell  ponders  the  baths,  where  capitalism 

allows  gay  men  "to  lead  the  way  in  the  development  of  sexual  life" 

Untangling  emotions  and  eras 


When  my  lover  went  away  for  six 
months  last  November,  I  got 
into  the  baths.  Before,  I  had 
seldom  used  them.  A  mad  life 
of  holding  a  job,  working  on 
this  magazine  and  trying  to  maintain  a 
relationship  didn't  leave  me  much  time 
to  be  out  on  my  own.  I  had  had  the  odd 
encounter,  but  generally  my  sexual 
needs  were  met  in  a  rather  traditional 
way,  as  part  of  my  relationship,  at 
home. 

Being  temporarily  single  changed  all 
that  and  the  baths  entered  into  my  life.  I 
liked  them  a  lot  —  warm  and  cozy  with 
whirlpools  and  saunas  and  lots  of  men, 
different  men,  of  all  shapes  and  sizes 
and  backgrounds.  Cruising  was  casual, 
uncomplicated  and  to  the  point.  Sex 
was  playful,  erotic,  and  if  it  didn't  work 
there  were  no  hard  feelings,  no  pres- 
sure, no  complications.  Occasionally  I'd 
get  to  have  a  nice  chat,  meet  old  friends, 
make  new  ones. 

One  day  while  sitting  in  the  TBP 
office,  however,  a  friend  began  to 
absentmindedly  massage  my  neck.  It 
felt  uncommonly  good,  like  something 
I'd  been  missing  for  a  long  time. 
"Odd,"  I  thought.  "I've  been  getting 
lots  of  sex." 

I  began  to  take  note  of  my  body.  It 
was  healthy  and  in  good  shape  but  there 
was  a  certain  kind  of  hardness  in  my 
muscles.  My  sex  life  was  also  in  good 
shape  (except  for  the  occasional  dry 
spell  while  waiting  out  the  clap),  but 
there  was  something  missing,  something 
warm  and  erotic  like  the  semi-sexual 
cuddling  I  was  used  to  with  my  lover  — 
something  that  the  baths  were  not 
designed  to  offer. 

Traditionally,  erotic  and  emotional 
needs  have  been  entangled  and  undiffer- 
entiated. For  most  of  the  population, 
they  have  been  enclosed  in  institutions 
organized  around  reproduction  —  mar- 
riage, for  example.  One's  husband  or 
wife  was  supposed  to  meet  the  need  for 
emotional  companionship  and  sex.  The 
two  were  bound  up.  For  most  people, 
they  are  still  conceived  as  one  thing  en- 
cased in  the  old  institutions,  but  in  fact 
modern  capitalist  society  has  pulled  our 
sexual  and  emotional  lives  apart, 
making  them  more  complex  for  every- 
body, gay  and  straight  alike. 

Those  of  us  who  fancy  ourselves  left- 
ists are  used  to  looking  at  capitalism's 
ugly  side.  Only  the  studiously  blind  can 
ignore  the  realities  of  war,  famine, 
racial  inequality,  exploitation  and 
oppression.  But  we  can  often  forget  the 
other  side  of  the  reality  —  a  side  that 
Marx  himself  took  pains  to  point  out: 
capitalism  has  magnified  our  productive 
powers  by  thousands  of  times  and  has 
given  us  a  wealth  that  our  ancestors 
never  dreamed  possible.  More  impor- 
tantly, in  doing  this  it  has  developed 
new  human  needs  and  the  means  to  sat- 
isfy them.  It  has  raised  what  it  means  to 
be  human,  what  we  can  expect  from 
life,  to  a  higher  level. 

The  feudal  peasant,  trudging  along 
through  endless  days  of  back-breaking 
work,  undernourished  and  illiterate,  had 
very  basic  needs  and  desires  —  a  bowl 
of  porridge,  a  thatched  hut  to  keep  the 
rain  off,  a  family  for  companionship 


and  sex,  and  our  peasant  was  getting  all 
that  could  be  expected  from  life. 

Today  our  needs  are  far  more  com- 
plex. Wherever  a  need  can  be  identified, 
money  flows  in  to  meet  it.  Where  there 
is  a  demand  money  will  produce  more 
money  —  capital  will  produce  more 
capital. 

So  story-telling  became  great  liter- 
ature, the  publishing  industry,  the 
movies,  and  peasant  porridge  a  dozen 
kinds  of  Fine  cuisine,  restaurants,  ham- 
burger stands  and  TV  dinners.  Rhythmic 
folk  music  was  pulled  apart  to  produce 
symphonies,  rock  operas,  waltzes,  and 
new  wave.  What  used  to  be  one  need  is 
now  many.  Some  nights  we  feel  like 
opera,  other  nights  disco. 

Our  potential  to  be  eroticized  in  the 
modern  capitalist  city,  with  well- 
nourished  people  popping  vitamin  E 
and  rubbing  shoulders  by  the  thou- 
sands, is  far  greater  than  that  of  our 
exhausted,  anemic  peasant,  who  might 
have  met  only  a  few  hundred  different 
people  during  her  or  his  lifetime.  Our 
need  for  some  steady  emotional  support 
has  increased  tremendously  as  well  in  a 
fast-paced,  stress-Filled  world.  Yet  those 
two  needs  pull  in  very  different  direc- 
tions —  one  towards  stable,  long-term 
relationships,  the  other  towards  a  prom- 
iscuity that  takes  advantage  of  the  range 
of  sexual  opportunity  that  modern  life 
offers. 

Where  traditionally  one  need  existed, 
capitalism  has  produced  two.  Erotic  life 
and  emotional  life  have  come  apart. 
They  are  now  distinct  human  needs 
where  before  they  meant  the  same 
thing. 

To  a  certain  extent  some  men  have 
been  able  to  realize  this  separation  for 
some  time  —  usually,  however,  by  run- 
ning roughshod  over  the  interests  and 
feelings  of  women.  Marriage  had  its 
mirror  image  in  prostitution,  with  the 
wife  waiting  patiently  at  home  and  the 


prostitute  waiting  patiently  in  the 
brothel  for  the  husband  to  make  his 
choice  that  evening.  Heterosexual  pro- 
miscuity always  takes  place  at  the  ex- 
pense of  women  because  of  the  differ- 
ence in  power  between  the  sexes. 

But  for  gay  people,  reality  is  quite 
different.  We  are  not  locked  into  institu- 
tions of  law  or  custom  and  we  are  not 
plagued  by  structural  inequality  in  our 
sexual  relations. 

The  baths  are  capital's  response  to 
the  erotic  needs  of  gay  men.  These  insti- 
tutions allow  an  almost  unlimited  choice 
of  sexual  styles  and  partners  with  an 
economy  of  scale  which  makes  meeting 
people,  experimenting,  and  developing 
one's  erotic  life  an  almost  effortless, 
pleasurable  experience. 

The  gay  man  who  Finds  his  emotional 
needs  met  with  a  lover  but  who  still 
regularly  goes  to  the  baths  to  develop 
his  full  erotic  potential  is  taking  advan- 
tage of  a  sexual  life  developed  to  a  stage 
which  our  predecessors  would  have 
never  imagined.  That  is  not  to  say  that 
such  a  relationship  with  a  lover  would 
be  platonic,  but  that  sex  with  a  lover 
and  sex  at  the  baths  are  very  different 
experiences  meeting  different  kinds  of 
needs.  For  the  First  time  in  history,  love, 
romance,  stability,  can  be  had  alongside 
an  active  and  plentiful  erotic  life.  In 
pulling  apart  erotic  and  emotional  life, 
capitalism  has  created  the  conditions  for 
the  higher  and  more  satisfactory  devel- 
opment of  both. 

Leftists  have  often  deplored  such 
developments  in  the  organization  of  sex- 
ual life.  In  doing  so  they  have  taken  the 
same  position  as  the  Luddites  in  early 
industrial  revolution  Britain  who  tried 
to  smash  the  new  machines,  hoping  to 
return  to  the  days  of  the  small  crafts- 
man. Yet  the  machine  persevered, 
because  they  were  better  at  meeting  our 
needs.  The  machines  brought  unheard- 
of  prosperity  —  not  to  mention  a  whole 


new  set  of  problems  to  solve. 

Gay  men  now  lead  the  way  in  the 
development  of  sexual  life.  Since  we 
found  ourselves  outside  the  rigid  institu- 
tions developed  by  the  straight  world 
under  past  conditions,  we  have  been 
able  to  produce  new  institutions  to  fit 
modern  sexuality  in  a  way  that  others 
have  not.  Not  only  do  we  have  baths, 
but  the  baths  themselves  have  become 
more  sophisticated  and  specialized, 
raising  the  potential  of  erotic  life  to  new 
levels  of  fantasy  and  experience. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  our  sexuality  is 
not  still  disfigured  by  the  old  habits  and 
relationships  and  inequalities.  Racism 
and  ageism,  for  example,  still  ensure 
that  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  higher 
stages  of  erotic  development  are 
unevenly  distributed  among  gay  men, 
even  in  the  baths. 

The  continued  inequality  of  women 
also  means  that  capital  has  not  pro- 
gressed to  a  similar  stage  in  the  develop- 
ment of  lesbian  sexuality.  Lower  wages 
for  women  and  more  sexual  repression 
have  meant  that  there  has  so  far  not 
been  enough  profit  in  it  to  allow  the 
development  of  institutions  similar  to 
baths  for  dykes.  One  of  the  greatest 
drawbacks  of  capitalism  is  that  it  can 
move  forward  only  when  its  wheels  are 
greased  by  profit.  That's  not  to  say  that 
lesbians  have  not  found  their  own 
unique  solutions  to  the  independent 
development  of  erotic  life.  But  without 
capital's  participation  the  scale  and 
impact  are  limited  compared  to  gay 
men. 

In  the  straight  world  the  situation  is 
even  worse.  The  continued  inequality  of 
men  and  women  means  that  in  promis- 
cuity women  still  get  fucked  over. 
Although  a  few  straight  baths  exist,  the 
division  of  their  clients  into  two  self- 
exclusive  groups  not  only  limits  the 
potential  choice  of  partners  by  50%,  it 
also  means  that  the  women  still  have  to 
be  protected  from  the  unsolicited 
advances  of  straight  men.  The  fear  of 
rape  plays  a  role  unthinkable  in  gay 
establishments. 

As  a  result,  it  appears  that  until  true 
women's  liberation  is  achieved,  straight 
people  will  be  condemned  to  the  explo- 
sive institutions  of  marriage  contracts  or 
other  relations  which  still  try  to  com- 
bine emotional  stability  and  erotic  life, 
only  to  Find  that  in  the  modern  world 
the  contradictory  potential  of  these  two 
needs  soon  wrenches  the  relationship 
apart  in  divorce,  family  break-up  and 
often  mutual  recrimination. 

This  last  point  has  an  important 
implication  for  gay  people,  especially 
gay  men.  Morality  is  never  more  than  a 
social  norm.  As  long  as  straight  people 
cannot  enjoy  the  advanced  promiscuity 
now  available  to  us,  we  will  be  open  to 
periodic  attacks  by  demogogic  forces  in 
the  state  which  have  an  interest  in 
making  our  difference  an  issue.  To  a 
very  real  extent,  the  sexual  development 
of  gay  men  is  dependent  on  the  libera- 
tion of  women,  without  whose  equality 
the  generalization  of  playful  sex  is 
impossible.  Until  then  our  sexual  pro- 
gress will  always  remain  minority  and 
tentative.  □ 
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By  Design,  a  Canadian  film 
directed  by  Claude  Jutra  and 
now  in  post  production,  tells  the 
story  of  a  lesbian  couple  who 
decide  to  have  a  child.  The 
movie,  basically  a  bedroom  farce  with  a 
twist,  is  a  bit  unrealistic  at  times,  but  its 
theme,  planned  lesbian  motherhood, 
isn't  far-fetched  at  all. 

Fran,  a  32-year-old  lesbian  living  with 
her  lover  Trudy  in  a  northern  Toronto 
co-op,  had  her  baby  in  1979.  Named  for 
a  Japanese  empress,  Miko  is  now  six- 
teen months  old  and  walking.  Fran  is 
hard  pressed  to  say  why  she  decided  to 
become  a  mother.  Many  people,  she 
says,  questioned  her  motives  before  she 
became  pregnant.  Some,  mostly  non- 
mothers,  called  her  crazy. 

"No  matter  what  answer  I  gave,  it 
seemed  to  be  the  wrong  one,"  says 
Fran.  "People  would  tell  me  that  it 
wasn't  a  good  enough  reason  to  have  a 
child.  So  I  gave  up  trying  to  explain." 

She  does  say  that  childbearing  is 
something  she's  always  wanted  to  do, 
and  that  the  more  she  gets  to  know  her 
red-haired  daughter  Miko,  the  happier 
she  is  with  her  decision.  She  does 
grimace,  though,  when  she  recalls  her 
child's  conception,  calling  it  an  awful 
experience.  Miko  was  conceived 
through  AID  —  artificial  insemination 
by  donor. 

The  majority  of  women  who  conceive 
through  AID,  more  than  1,000  a  year  in 
Canada,  do  so  within  the  confines  of  a 
clinic  and  under  the  supervision  of  a 
doctor  who  provides  them  with  the 
sperm  of  a  carefully  screened,  anony- 
mous donor.  But  Fran,  worried  that  a 
clinic  would  reject  her  request  for  the 
service  because  of  her  lesbianism,  de- 
cided to  do  it  on  her  own. 

Chances  are  that  Fran  would  have 
been  turned  away.  Dr  Michael  Jewett, 
who  works  in  the  fertility  unit  at 
Wellesley  Hospital  in  Toronto,  says  that 
many  doctors  still  regard  homosexuality 
as  aberrant  behaviour.  Some,  like  Dr 
John  Jarrell  in  Hamilton  and  Dr  Abra- 
ham Eisen  in  Toronto,  refuse  to  deal  at 
all  with  single  women.  Others,  like  Dr 
Douglas  Ackman  in  Montreal,  will  arti- 
ficially inseminate  lesbians,  but  do  their 
best  to  discourage  them. 

So  Fran  asked  a  straight  man,  a  for- 
mer lover  and  the  only  male  she  knew 
well  enough,  if  he'd  father  the  child. 
She  offered  him  the  choice  of  fathering 
through  the  usual  route  or  through  AI. 
He  chose  the  latter. 

The  two,  knowing  next  to  nothing 
about  the  mechanics  of  AI,  made  do  in 
a  rather  awkward,  makeshift  fashion. 
The  first  time,  he  came  to  her  home  and 
ejaculated  into  a  condom.  Fran  cut  a 
hole  in  the  bottom  of  it  and  squeezed 
the  contents  into  her  vagina.  Weeks 
passed  and  nothing  happened. 


Lesbians  who  have  decided 

that  we,  too,  can  share  the  joys 

of  parenthood  are  discovering  that  there's 

more  than  one  way  to  have  a  baby 


Artificial  Insemination  by  Donor 

A  report  by  Fay  Orr 


Several  months  later  (that's  how  long 
it  took  Fran  to  coax  her  donor  to  try 
again)  she  and  her  lover  Trudy  went  to 
his  house,  which  he  shared  with  three 
other  men.  The  men,  all  home,  knew 
what  the  women  were  there  for  and 
snickered  at  them  as  they  walked  up  the 
stairs.  Fran's  friend  was  in  his  room 
masturbating  when  one  of  his  house- 
mates walked  in  to  ask  for  some  dope. 
The  men  laughed  while  Fran  and  Trudy 
cringed  with  embarrassment.  Finally  the 
condom  was  filled  and  Fran  went  into 
another  room  where  she  repeated  the 
process.  But  this  time,  when  the  sperm 


was  emptied,  she  stood  on  her  head 
with  her  back  against  the  wall,  hoping 
the  pull  of  gravity  would  aid  the  swim- 
ming sperm.  She  got  pregnant. 

Another  lesbian,  Marie  from  Ottawa, 
conceived  through  AID  in  1976.  Unlike 
Fran,  Marie  had  a  wonderful  time  try- 
ing to  conceive,  throwing  what  she 
termed  "insemination  parties." 

"I  would  lie  down  for  about  half  an 
hour  after  the  insemination,  with  my 
hips  elevated  on  some  pillows,"  Marie 
explains.  "So  while  I  was  lying  there, 
some  friends  would  come  over,  sit 
around,  chat  and  smoke  cigarettes." 
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Marie  wanted  to  become  a  mother 
because  she  thought  it  would  be  an 
interesting  and  challenging  experience. 
She  also  felt  that  people  who  lead  alter- 
native lifestyles  shouldn't  let  that  be  a 
hindrance  to  becoming  a  parent. 

"I  didn't  feel  I  needed  to  be  a 
mother,  that  my  life  was  incomplete 
without  a  child,"  she  says.  "I  guess  I 
thought  I  could  do  a  really  good  job." 

There  was  no  question  in  Marie's 
mind  as  to  which  method  she  would  use 
to  get  pregnant.  Though  she'd  slept 
with  men  for  years  before  discovering 
she  was  a  lesbian,  she  wasn't  about  to 
do  it  again  just  to  have  a  baby.  "I  don't 
spend  time  with  men.  So  what  was  I 
supposed  to  do?  Hang  around  a  straight 
bar  until  I  found  some  turkey?" 

Instead,  after  tossing  around  the 
option  of  going  to  a  clinic,  she  asked 
Greg,  a  close  gay  friend,  to  be  the 
donor.  Marie  rejected  the  clinic  because 
she  felt  doctors  asked  too  many  ques- 
tions that  were  none  of  their  business. 
Few  fertility  doctors  will  provide  AID 
on  demand.  Most  spend  one  or  two 
hours  interviewing  patients  to  determine 
if  they  have  the  emotional  and  financial 
stability  to  raise  a  child.  For  a  lesbian, 
proving  stability  can  be  difficult,  and 
she  is  often  subjected  to  a  tougher  inter- 
view than  a  heterosexual  couple. 

Marie  also  chose  home  AID  because 
she  didn't  want  an  anonymous  donor. 
"I  wanted  to  be  able  to  say  to  my  child, 
'This  is  your  father.'  And  I  wanted  to 
know  what  the  donor  looked  like,  what 
his  temperament  was.  You  don't  know 
what  you're  getting  at  a  clinic." 

So,  after  talking  it  over  with  Greg  and 
clarifying  that  she  would  take  full 
responsibility  for  the  child,  the  process 
began.  Marie  spent  a  couple  of  months 
keeping  a  temperature  chart  to  deter- 
mine on  which  day  of  her  menstrual 
cycle  she  ovulated.  The  inseminations 
were  timed  twenty-four  to  thirty-six 
hours  ahead  of  ovulation  to  increase  the 
chances  of  having  a  girl,  the  theory  be- 
ing that  male-producing  sperm,  though 
faster  swimmers,  are  shorter-lived  and 
would  probably  die  off  before  the  egg 
appeared. 

Greg  came  over  to  Marie's  house, 
ejaculated  into  an  opaque  jar  and  hand- 
ed it  over  to  Rose,  Marie's  lover  at  the 
time.  Rose  then  brought  the  jar  into  the 
bedroom  where  Marie  lay  waiting 
propped  up  on  pillows  and,  using  much 
the  same  technique  she'd  seen  used  in  a 
laboratory  to  artificially  inseminate 
animals,  performed  the  deed.  It  was 
easy. 

Using  a  5cc  disposable  plastic  syringe, 
Rose  drew  up  the  sperm  and  while 
holding  open  Marie's  vagina  with  a 
plastic  speculum,  injected  the  sperm 
over  and  around  the  opening  of  the  cer- 
vix. Besides  boiling  the  instruments 
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she  used,  Rose  also  scrubbed  her  hands 
for  three  minutes  before  beginning  the 
operation.  She  also  placed  a  plastic 
pipette  tip  on  the  syringe  needle  to 
avoid  jabbing  her  lover,  unaware  that 
she  could  have  dispensed  with  the 
needle  altogether. 

After  five  tries  in  six  months  (they 
took  August  off)  Marie  conceived.  But 
she  later  miscarried.  Even  though 
Marie's  doctor  told  her  the  miscarriage 
had  nothing  to  do  with  AID,  Rose  still 
wonders  about  it. 

"Don't  try  home  AID  unless  you're 
turned  away  by  a  clinic,"  Rose  advises. 
"I  still  carry  around  a  tremendous 
amount  of  guilt  about  the  miscarriage, 
wondering  if  I  did  something  to  cause  it. 
If  you  can't  find  a  doctor,  then  at  least 
find  someone  with  a  medical  back- 
ground to  do  it  for  you." 

Rose  seems  to  have  a  knack  for  find- 
ing lovers  who  want  to  be  mothers.  Her 
current  lover  Beatrice  gave  birth  to  a 
daughter  in  January  of  this  year.  Feel- 
ing no  need  to  resort  to  AID,  Beatrice, 
36,  asked  a  straight  male  who  she  liked 
and  respected  to  help  her  out.  The  man, 
ten  years  younger  than  Beatrice,  was 
quite  useful.  She  conceived  in  a  month. 

Unlike  Marie,  Beatrice  rejected  the 
notion  of  sex  selection.  She  could  have 
tried  douching  with  vinegar  to  create  a 
more  acidic  vaginal  environment,  one 
which  favours  female-producing  sperm. 
But  as  Beatrice  explains,  the  question 
for  her  was  not  whether  she  wanted  a 
boy  or  girl,  but  whether  she  wanted  a 
child.  "Besides,"  she  says,  "sex  selec- 
tion techniques  aren't  sure-fire." 

Originally,  Beatrice's  male  friend  had 
planned  to  help  raise  the  child,  but  as 
the  pregancy  wore  on,  he  decided 
against  it.  He  was  worried  about  how 
his  parents  —  and  should  he  ever  marry 
and  have  more  children,  his  wife  — 
would  react.  He  has  never  seen  the 
child. 

The  desire  to  be  a  parent  didn't  hit 
Beatrice  until  she  was  34.  Prior  to  that 
she  was  dead  set  against  it,  an  attitude 
she  attributes  in  part  to  the  feminist 
movement,  which  first  gave  her  the 
realization  that  she  could  pass  up 
motherhood.  "The  freedom  to  decide 
not  to  have  children  was  exhilarating," 
she  says.  "Plus,  1  was  terrified  of  child- 
birth. I'd  heard  so  many  horror 
stories." 

But  then  she  was  overcome  by  what 
she  calls  irrational  feelings.  Viewing 
herself  as  the  result  of  a  long  chain  of 
life,  Beatrice  decided  she  wanted  to  pass 
that  life  on  to  someone  else.  So  she 
overcame  her  fears,  got  pregnant,  and 
made  plans  for  a  natural  chilbirth  with 
Rose  as  her  coach. 

"I  was  so  psyched  up,  ready  for  this 
fantastic  experience,"  laughs  Beatrice. 
"But  the  whole  thing  was  one  big  pain. 
I  had  a  Caesarean." 

Despite  the  painful  delivery,  Beatrice 
has  yet  to  regret  her  decision.  She  says 
motherhood  has  allowed  her  to  view  the 
world  through  a  different  set  of  eyes, 
those  of  a  newcomer.  "Part  of  it  is  the 
enjoyment  of  watching  the  firsts.  You 
see  your  child  watching  her  first  hail- 
storm, her  first  lizard,  her  first  parade. 

"It's  magic,  she  says.  "It's  an 
awesome  thing  to  watch  a  human  being 
grow  up." 

• 

Watching  a  human  being  grow  up 
may  be  an  awesome  thing,  but  so  is  get- 
ting pregnant  through  AID  if  you  don't 
know  what  you're  doing.  It  can  lead  to 
expenses,  to  embarrassment  and  to 
emotional  turmoil.  So  if  you're  a  les- 
bian and  you  would  like  to  be  a  mother, 
hold  on  a  second  and  consider  your 
options. 

The  clinic:  Fertility  clinics  abound 
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across  Canada.  AID  is  only  one  of  the 
services  they  provide.  Their  main  func- 
tion is  to  diagnose  fertility  problems  in 
heterosexual  couples,  married  or  living 
common-law.  So  there  is  an  innate  bias 
here  towards  the  heterosexually-coupled 
woman. 

Many  clinics  refuse  to  deal  with  single 
women  at  all,  both  for  moral  and  legal 
reasons.  Many  doctors  doubt  the  ability 
of  a  single  woman  to  raise  a  child, 
especially  if  it's  a  boy.  Others  are  afraid 
that  they  might  be  slapped  with  pater- 
nity suits.  There  are  no  legal  guidelines 
governing  AID  in  North  America,  and  a 
doctor,  since  he  may  be  regarded  as  the 
one  person  responsible  for  getting  a 
woman  pregnant,  could  possibly  be 
ordered  to  pay  child  support.  According 
to  Dr  Douglas  Ackman  in  Montreal, 
there  have  been  several  such  cases  in  the 
United  States. 

So  if  you  go  to  a  clinic,  be  prepared 
to  persist  like  hell.  You'll  have  to  put  up 
with  a  lot  of  questions  and  you'll  have 
to  sell  your  ability  to  be  a  parent. 

Some  of  the  things  you  might  be 
asked  are: 

•What  will  you  do  if  you  give  birth  to 
twin  boys? 
•How  will  you  support  the  child  if  you 
get  sick  and  can  no  longer  work? 
•Who  is  going  to  look  after  the  child 
when  you're  out  working? 

Also,  expect  your  motives  for  want- 
ing to  be  a  mother  to  come  under 
question. 

To  find  a  clinic  that  will  provide  AID 
to  lesbians,  or  at  least  to  single  women, 
ask  your  gynecologist  or  simply  phone  a 
hospital,  ask  if  they  have  a  fertility  or 
reproductive  biology  unit  and  ask  to 
speak  to  the  director.  In  most  cases,  fer- 
tility clinics  deal  with  women  who've 
been  referred  to  them  by  a  gynecologist 
or  family  doctor. 

Clinical  AID  offers  you  an  anon- 
ymous donor.  You'll  never  know  who 
he  is  and  he'll  never  find  out  who  you 
are.  It  means  never  worrying  about  the 
"father"  hassling  you  for  custody  or 
trying  to  interfere  in  the  life  of  your 
child. 

Most  donors  are  culled  from  the 
university  milieu  and  tend  to  lead  fairly 
healthy  lives.  Doctors  advertise  for 
them  in  university  campus  newspapers 
and  turn  away  as  many  as  80%  of  the 
men  who  approach  them,  for  reasons 
ranging  from  low  sperm  count  to  poor 
medical  history  to  genetic  defects. 


Dr  Patrick  Taylor  in  Calgary  says  he 
puts  his  donors  through  a  three-genera- 
tion medical  history,  a  complete  phys- 
ical, tests  for  venereal  disease  and  a 
sperm  count.  (He  rejects  anyone  with  a 
count  of  under  sixty-million  motile 
sperm  per  millilitre).  Taylor  also 
requires  his  donors  to  be  non-smokers 
and  non-drinkers.  His  requirements  are 
fairly  representative  of  those  found  in 
most  clinics  in  Canada.  Ask  the  doctor 
what  his  screening  process  for  donors  is. 
Some  are  more  stringent  than  others. 

The  costs:  Doctors'  fees  are  most 
likely  covered  under  the  provincial 
health  plan.  (In  Ontario  they  are.)  But 
you  do  have  to  pay  the  donor  for  each 
sperm  specimen  he  provides  you.  The 
price  varies,  but  usually  ranges  from  $25 
to  $50,  though  it  may  reach  $1 15  if  the 
doctor  uses  frozen  specimens  imported 
from  commercial  sperm  banks  in  the 
US.  Most  doctors  in  Canada  prefer  to 
use  "fresh"  sperm,  provided  by  a  donor 
one  or  two  hours  prior  to  insemination. 
Fresh  sperm  is  more  potent  than  the 
frozen  product. 

Most  doctors  tend  to  downplay  the 
cost  of  AID,  but  it  can  get  pretty  high. 
Doctors  like  to  artificially  inseminate 
two  or  three  times  a  month,  within  a 
specific  three  or  four  day  period,  to 
increase  the  chances  of  scoring  a  hit. 
The  average  time  it  takes  for  AID  to  suc- 
ceed is  six  months.  If  you've  been 
attending  a  clinic  for  more  than  six 
months  ask  your  doctor  to  give  you  a 
check  up.  You  may  have  a  fertility 
problem. 

Home  AID.  Even  some  doctors 
wonder  why  women  bother  going  to  a 
clinic.  Dr  Michael  Jewett,  who  works  in 
the  fertility  unit  at  Wellesley  Hospital 
asks,  "Why  would  a  woman  trust  me  to 
find  a  better  donor  than  she  could  find 
herself?"  Dr  John  Jarrell  from  Hamil- 
ton figures  that  most  of  the  women  who 
come  to  him  could  probably  make  their 
own  arrangements. 

Another  doctor  from  Toronto,  who 
asked  not  to  be  named,  says  that  the 
dangers  of  home  AID  are  no  greater 
than  those  found  in  sexual  intercourse. 

The  mechanics  of  AID  are  as  simple 
as  those  required  to  insert  a  tampon. 
The  donor  ejaculates  into  a  sterile  glass 
or  plastic  jar  either  at  his  home  or  at  the 
donee's  home.  The  sperm  should  be 
delivered  to  the  donee  within  one  or  two 
hours,  since  the  potency  of  the  sperm 
declines  with  each  passing  hour.  If  the 
sperm  is  transported  from  one  home  to 
another,  the  jar  should  be  placed  in  a 
brown  paper  bag  and  carried  close  to 
the  body.  The  sperm  is  then  drawn  up 
into  either  a  needleless  syringe,  a  turkey 
baster  or  an  eye-dropper  and  injected 
into  the  vagina. 

Sex  selection  techniques:  These  are 
things  to  try  if  you'd  prefer  to  have  a 
child  of  one  sex  rather  than  the  other.  If 
you'd  rather  have  a  girl,  douch  with 
vinegar  to  create  a  more  acidic  environ- 
ment, inseminate  a  day  or  so  before 
ovulation  and  just  inside  the  vaginal 
opening  a  long  way  from  the  cervix  — 
and  don't  have  an  orgasm.  There  is  a  lot 
of  controversy  about  the  effectiveness 
of  these  techniques,  so  if  you  want  a 
child,  be  prepared  to  have  either  a  boy 
or  a  girl.  There  are  no  guarantees. 

One  of  the  hard  parts  of  home  AID  is 
finding  a  suitable  donor.  If  you  ask  a 
close  and  trusted  friend,  be  sure  to  dis- 
cuss with  him  beforehand  who  will  be 
responsible  for  the  child.  Tell  him  what 
you  expect  his  involvement  with  the 
child  should  be.  You  may  want  the 
donor  to  visit  the  child  as  often  as  pos- 
sible or  you  may  prefer  that  he  have 
nothing  to  do  with  your  baby. 

If  the  latter  is  your  preference,  then 
maybe  you  should  find  an  anonymous 


donor.  To  do  this  you'll  need  to  engage 
a  go-between,  a  friend  who  can  search 
for  a  donor,  do  the  talking,  and  make 
the  sperm  delivery. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  ask  your  donor  to 
undergo  a  physical,  a  sperm  count  and  a 
test  for  VD. 

Another  difficult  aspect  of  AID  is 
determining  ovulation.  There  are  a 
variety  of  methods:  mucus,  tempera- 
ture, 14-day  rule  of  thumb,  Mittel- 
schmertz,  ferning,  tes-tape,  acupunc- 
ture. To  find  out  more  about  these 
methods  talk  to  a  gynecologist  or  visit  a 
birth-control  clinic.  You  might  even 
check  out  the  local  priest  and  ask  about 
rhythm. 

Before  embarking  on  something  like 
AID,  it's  good  to  talk  to  people  who've 
done  it  already,  just  to  reassure  yourself 
that  you're  doing  the  right  things.  If 
you  try  AID  totally  on  your  own  and 
you  give  birth  to  a  defective  child,  you 
might  blame  yourself  for  doing  some- 
thing wrong.  Four  percent  of  AID 
children  are  born  with  birth  defects  — 
the  same  percentage  found  in  the 
general  population. 

If  you  can't  find  anyone,  there  are 
two  booklets  written  by  members  of  the 
gay  community  in  California  that  you 
can  look  at.  One  is  Woman-Controlled 
Conception  by  Sarah  and  Mary  Anony- 
mous, two  lesbians  who  recount  their 
experience  of  AID.  It's  good,  straight- 
forward advice  in  twenty-three  easy-to- 
read  pages.  The  booklet  costs  $2  US  and 
is  available  from  Woman-Controlled 
Conception,  c/o  3929  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114,  USA.  Make 
cheques  payable  to  Gay  Teachers  and 
School  Workers. 

The  other  booklet  is  Artificial  Insem- 
ination: An  Alternative  Conception  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community.  A 
lesbian,  Jill,  and  a  faggot,  Jack,  discuss 
all  aspects  of  AI  from  a  more  political 
perspective.  Well  organized,  compre- 
hensive and  with  tips  on  how  to  set  up  a 
go-between  for  an  anonymous  donor, 
the  booklet  is  available  for  $2  US  from 
the  Lesbian  Health  Information  Pro- 
ject, c/o  San  Francisco  Women's  Cen- 
ters, 3543  18th  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 10  USA. 

• 

Planned  parenthood,  the  attempt  to 
either  prevent  or  facilitate  pregnancy, 
has  been  regarded  in  the  past  as  a 
heterosexual  domain.  No  more. 

Though  most  lesbians  could  care  less 
about  contraception,  a  growing  num- 
ber, like  Fran,  Beatrice,  Marie  and  the 
characters  in  Claude  Jutra's  By  Design, 
are  now  choosing  to  have  babies. 

It's  not  that  these  women  think  hav- 
ing a  baby  will  make  them  somehow 
complete  or  justify  their  existence  on 
earth.  It's  just  that  they  see  motherhood 
as  a  potentially  beautiful  experience, 
one  which  they,  as  much  as  any  hetero- 
sexual woman,  have  a  right  to.  It's  not 
so  much  the  method  of  conception  as 
the  ability  to  choose  conception  that 
counts  for  these  women. 

As  Marie  put  it,  "Sure,  I'm  a  lesbian. 
But  I'm  still  a  woman.  Why  shouldn't  I 
consider  being  a  mother?"  □ 
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How  do  you  cover  a  three-week 
festival  that  presents  over  1 10 
different  productions?  With  as 
many  pairs  of  sneakers  as  Karen 
Kain  has  toe-shoes.  And  several 
reporters.  And  an  emphasis  on  works 
that  feature  lesbian  or  gay  characters, 
performers,  authors  or  relevant  themes. 
George  Walker's  Theatre  of  the  Film 
Noir  featured  three  gay  male  characters 
(one  dead)  and  was  one  of  the  best  Can- 
adian shows  in  the  festival.  Cause  and 
effect?  Actually,  credit  goes  to  good 
writing  and  production  values.  Part  way 
through  the  festival,  Walker  admitted 
that  the  play,  billed  as  an  adaptation  of 
a  work  by  Frenchman  Henri  Bernard 
Berger,  was  actually  his  own  work. 
There  was  no  such  Frenchman.  Yet 
another  turn  of  a  plot  that  was  already 
convoluted.  Stephen  Stuckey  didn't 
mind  the  confusion,  since  "  the  play's 
plot,  which  more  or  less  concerns  the 
search  for  the  identity  of  the  murderer 
of  a  well-built  gay  commie  in  1945 
Paris,  is  secondary  to  its  atmosphere  of 
stifling  immobility  and  helplessness  — 
an  uncertain  world  of  violence  and 
regret.  Among  the  suspects  are  one 
demented  gay  psychopath  and  one  uni- 
formed, bisexual  Nazi.  The  play  also 
includes  a  rather  piquant  suggestion  of 
jackboot  sex  and  a  remarkably  lethal 
blowjob  —  the  kiss  of  death  that  is 
really  below  the  belt." 

From  post-war  France  we  move  to 
Fascist  Italy,  in  Necessary  Angel's 
Tamara,  a  thriller  staged  in  historic 
Strachan  House.  The  play  is  about  a 
supposed  attempt  to  convince  poet  and 
war-hero  Gabrielle  D'Annunzio  to  go  to 
London  and  try  to  discourage  Musso- 
lini's backers  there.  Gerry  Oxford  writes 
that  "the  work  was  presented  so  that 
different  scenes  played  simultaneously 
in  various  parts  of  the  house.  Members 
of  the  audience  rushed  between  rooms 
and  chose  the  character  they  wanted  to 
follow.  A  great  deal  of  sexual  ambiguity 
existed  among  the  women,  with  a  major 
subplot  devoted  to  the  housekeeper's 
rather  touching  passion  for  an  aspiring 
ballerina.  It  was  a  most  exciting  produc- 
tion, not  only  for  the  staging  concept, 
but  also  because  of  the  matter-of-fact 
presence  of  homosexuality,  weaving  in 
and  out  of  the  many  plots." 

Peter  Barnes's  adaptation  of  Lulu, 
presented  by  Theatre  Plus,  also  con- 
tained lesbianism  as  a  central  theme. 
The  subject  matter  is  the  same  that 
Alban  Berg  used  in  his  opera  of  the 
same  name...  but  what  a  difference  in 
presentation!  Last  year's  Canadian 
Opera  Company  version  was  tremen- 
dously exciting,  but  this  non-musical 
production  was  just  plain  bland.  As  the 
central  figure,  Kimberly  Ross  couldn't 
possibly  be  the  spider  attracting  all  the 
flies  to  her  web.  On  the  positive  side, 
Jennifer  Phipps  was  understated  and 
refined  as  the  lesbian  Countess 
Geschwitz,  despite  the  abuse  that  most 
the  characters  heaped  upon  her. 

Sky  Gilbert's  Art/Rat,  presented  by 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times,  promised  "an 
offensive  evening,"  which,  according  to 

Onstage  '81  -  The  Toronto  Theatre 
Festival.  May,  1981. 


A  "well-built  gay  commie"  in  1945  Paris,  abutchy 

Gabrielle  Roy,  and  Craig  Russell  as  madame  of  an  1880s  bordello  were: 

Onstage  '81:  mayhem  and  magic 


Jim  Hen shaw  and  David  Bolt  in  Theatre  of  the  Film  Noir:  ' ' Three  gay  characters  (one  dead) ' 


John  Fletcher,  "would  certainly  hold 
true  for  those  who  are  offended  by  the 
bold  words  of  Patti  Smith  or  the  equally 
bold  sounds  of  punk  /new  wave  music. 
The  most  positive  aspect  of  the  play  was 
the  honest  and  forceful  performing  by 
the  five  punks  who  expressed  how  it  felt 
to  be  controlled  by  a  society  whose 
values  you  cannot  accept.  Lines  of  com- 
munication have  broken  down.  It  is 
next  to  impossible  to  explain  yourself, 
justify  your  choices.  The  characters  are 
saying  that  they  are  no  longer  willing  to 
make  an  attempt.  The  stand  becomes 
the  only  statement." 

Denise  Boucher's  Les  Fe"es  ont  soif 
made  a  similar  statement,  though  from 
a  feminist  point  of  view.  The  three 
archetypal  female  figures  —  wife, 
whore  and  virgin  —  ultimately  refuse  to 
be  defined  by  patriarchal  society.  As  the 
play  ends,  one  character  says,  "I  won't 
be  in  any  part  of  you  that  means  exile 
from  myself."  Too  bad  the  production, 
an  English-language  version  by  Concor- 
dia University,  dragged  for  much  of  the 
time.  The  political  point  was  blunted. 

That  same  point  was  wonderfully 
sharpened  in  Jovette  Marchessault's  La 
Saga  des  poules  mouille'es  ( The  Saga  of 
the  Wet  Hens).  It's  not  every  day  that 
one  gets  to  see  a  play  written  by  an  out 
lesbian  author  and  acted  by  four  well- 
known  female  actors  from  a  prestigious 
theatre  in  Montreal.  The  play,  about  the 
fanciful  meeting  of  four  Quebecoise 
authors,  is,  according  to  Gay  Bell,  "not 
a  literal  history  but  a  literary  history  of 
their  imaginations.  Each  woman  be- 
comes a  context  for  the  others.  It  was  a 


delight  to  see  four  women  actors  handle 
their  craft  as  if  they  were  on  a  raft  that 
they  balanced  perfectly  among  them. 
The  love  of  one  author-character  for 
another  was  powerfully  transmitted,  in- 
spired by  the  pleasure  and  energy  that 
they  got  from  the  poetic,  detailed  text. 
Monique  Mercure's  portrayal  of  Gabri- 
elle Roy  as  a  butchy  iconoclast  was 
sheer  pleasure.  It  seems  like  'mercurial' 
was  invented  to  describe  this  actor's 
concentration  and  projection  of  the 
part." 

Not  so  successful  was  Craig  Russell. 
Billed  as  starring  in  Tom  Hendry  and 
Paul  Hoffert's  new  musical  Hogtown, 
Russell  was  giving  the  lie  to  the  publi- 
city. He  was,  quite  simply,  in  a  different 
show.  Seemingly  uncomfortable  with  a 
script  he  didn't  write,  he  ad-libbed 
many  of  his  lines.  Still,  Russell  was  the 
only  entertaining  thing  in  a  shredded- 
plot,  non-musical  musical.  As  Belle 
Howard,  madame  of  a  King  Street 
whorehouse  in  1880s  Toronto,  he  got  to 
toss  off  lines  like,  "Why  shouldn't  I  let 
an  armless,  legless  man  into  my  house? 
He  rang  the  doorbell,  didn't  he?" 
Unless  Russell  gets  a  better  script,  he 
should  stick  to  his  nightclub  routines. 
Wish  the  audience,  like  Russell,  had 
been  in  a  different  show,  too. 

Shows  like  Tamara  and  Theatre  of  the 
Film  Noir,  among  the  hits  of  the  fes- 
tival, were  sold  out  for  most  perfor- 
mances. They  were  matched  in  popular- 
ity by  the  Shared  Experience  production 
of  An  Arabian  Night.  The  British  com- 
pany, a  first-rate  ensemble,  tackled 
much  of  the  same  material  that  Pasolini 


did  in  his  film  Arabian  Nights.  Thus  the 
audience  saw  tales-within-tales,  many  of 
which  celebrated  sexualities  of  all  types 
and  in  various  combinations.  The  show 
was  bawdy  and  funny;  in  being  enter- 
taining, creative  and  stretching  the  ima- 
gination of  both  audience  and  actors, 
An  Arabian  Night  was  just  what  theatre 
should  be.  Let's  hope  that  future  Tor- 
onto Theatre  Festivals  capture  that 
same  magic. 

Jon  Kaplan  □ 

Dirtiness  and 
double  standards 

Let  My  People  Come:  A  Sexual  Musical. 

Music  and  lyrics  by  Earl  Wilson  Jr.  Basin  St 
Cabaret,  Toronto  (unlimited  run).  Touring 
with  alternate  cast  in  Calgary,  June  6,  with 
Edmonton  and  Vancouver  following.  Original 
cast  album  available  from  Basin  St  Cabaret, 
180  Queen  St  W,  Toronto,  ON  M5V  1Z1 . 

The  cast  has  apparently  been  instructed 
to  mingle  and  chat  with  the  audience 
prior  to  the  performance.  Some  of  the 
four  women  and  three  men  manage  this 
better  than  others;  all  avoid  the  two 
beer-bellied,  sullen-looking  men  sharing 
a  stage-side  table,  who  seem  very 
anxious  for  the  lights  to  go  down. 

Earl  Wilson  Jr,  creator  of  Let  My 
People  Come,  is  in  Toronto  to  promote 
the  show  and  shares  a  table  with  TBP. 
The  tension  in  the  room  mounts  as 
showtime  draws  near.  One  of  my 
reasons  for  feeling  uneasy  is  that  I 
almost  always  find  "dinner  theatre" 
indigestible.  Another  is  knowing  that 
these  young  performers  have  probably 
had  years  of  voice,  drama  and  dance 
training,  and  are  now  paying  their  rent 
by  appearing  before  suburban  thrill- 
seekers  who  perhaps  only  wait  for  them 
to  disrobe. 

Let  My  People  Come  is  made  up  of  a 
series  of  skits  and  songs  with  the  intend- 
ed unifying  message  that  sex  is  good  and 
that  we  shouldn't  be  ashamed  of  our 
bodies.  It  opened  off-Broadway  in 
1974,  one  of  several  shows  taking 
advantage  of  a  new  freedom  in  the  por- 
trayal of  nudity  and  sex  onstage.  It  ran 
for  three-and-a-half  years  and  became 
the  largest-grossing  show  in  off- 
Broadway  history,  with  the  original  cast 
album  nominated  for  a  Grammy.  Since 
then,  the  show  has  been  successfully 
touring  North  America,  only  now 
reaching  Toronto,  with  visits  to 
Calgary,  Edmonton  and  Vancouver 
planned  for  the  near  future.  According 
to  Wilson,  a  film  deal  has  also  been 
lined  up. 

In  its  publicity,  LMPC  has  tried  to 
gain  favour  by  denigrating  that  old  war- 
horse  of  the  genre,  Oh!  Calcutta!  (still 
playing  on  Broadway).  Not  that  Oh!  Cal- 
cutta! shouldn't  be  shown  up  for  its 
reactionary,  simplistic  view  of  sexual 
liberation,  but  having  seen  both  shows, 
I  think  certain  parts  of  both  could  easily 
be  interchanged. 

The  songs  in  LMPC  are  quite  well 
written,  and  you  don't  have  to  be  a  fan 
of  easy-listening /pop  to  appreciate 
Wilson's  adeptness  as  a  songwriter  and 
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lyricist.  And  perhaps  because  Phil 
Osterman,  the  original  producer,  was 
gay,  the  show  has  a  relatively  refreshing 
attitude  toward  lesbian  and  gay  sex.  At 
least  most  of  the  time. 

In  "And  She  Loved  Me,"  two  wom- 
en sing  a  bluesy  duet  in  one  corner  while 
the  two  other  women  in  the  cast  dance  a 
nude  pas  de  deux  centre  stage.  As  the 
song  is  about  to  end,  the  two  dancers 
pan  (after  struggling  with  what  I  take  to 
be  Societal  Disapproval)  and  start  to 
exit  in  different  directions.  But  they 
look  back,  and  with  a  crescendo  of 
voices  and  piano  and  arms  and  legs  they 
are  back  together  again.  We  all  know 
that  pseudo-lesbianism  plays  a  large 
part  in  straight  men's  fantasies,  but 
somehow  1  don't  think  many  lesbians 
would  find  this  sequence  condescend- 
ing, especially  if  it  were  in  another 
context. 

In  "I'm  Gay"  (which  the  Toronto 
Star  called  "the  inevitable  ballad  extol- 
ling gay  love"!),  two  men  sing  a 
coming-out  letter  to  their  parents.  It's 
all  dreadfully  squeaky-clean  ("Dear 
Mom  and  Pop,  I  really  love  you..."), 
but  ends  with  a  marvellous  effect  that 
sent  a  thrill  up  my  spine.  Wilson  could 
very  easily  have  ended  the  song  quietly 
and  have  made  his  point  without  both- 
ering the  homophobes  in  the  audience 
too  much.  But  instead,  the  chorus 
("I'm  gay")  is  repeated  over  and  over 
again  with  increasing  volume  and 
emphasis,  and  one  by  one  the  voices  of 
the  rest  of  the  cast  join  in  from  back- 
stage, until  one  gets  the  illusion  that 
dozens  of  gay  people  are  standing 
behind  the  sets  and  singing  from  the 
dark  wings. 

These  sequences  are  offset,  strangely 
enough,  by  some  fairly  dreadful  stereo- 
typing of  gays,  such  as  the  grotesque 
conductor  in  "Choir  Practice"  who 
lecherously  gropes  unwilling  choirboys. 
To  give  Wilson  credit,  these  were  later 
accretions  tacked  onto  the  songs  during 
the  original  rehearsals  to  make  them 
"entertaining."  But  he  doesn't  disap- 
prove of  them,  he  said,  and  I  had  to 


begrudge  him  the  point  that  such  tradi- 
tional stage  shtick  probably  comforts 
many  in  the  audience  while  making  it 
easier  for  them  to  digest  pieces  like 
"And  She  Loved  Me"  and  "I'm  Gay." 

Which  doesn't  mean  I  didn't  wince 
through  "Whatever  Turns  You  On,"  in 
which  various  creatures  in  raincoats, 
garters,  chains  and  high  heels  parade 
across  the  stage.  It  would  be  more  cor- 


rectly titled  "Whatever  Turns  Them 
On,"  as  there  seemed  to  be  an  un- 
spoken agreement  between  the  cast  and 
the  audience  that  it  was  only  people 
"out  there"  who  got  off  on  things  like 
S&M  and  transvestitism,  and  aren't  they 
weird. 

I  asked  Wilson  why  other  sexual 
minorities  (besides  lesbians  and  gay 
men)  had  not  been  given  a  minute  or  so 
to  have  their  views  expressed  as  well. 
"They  did,"  he  said.  "They  just  got  an 
hour  and  a  half."  Meaning,  I  assume, 
that  they  profited  as  much  as  anyone 
else  from  the  message  behind  the  show. 

The  day  after  LMPC  opened,  the 
president  of  Local  1689  of  the  Canadian 
Association  of  Burlesque  Entertainers 
complained  to  the  media  that  although 
Toronto  strippers  were  being  increasing- 
ly harassed  by  the  police  for  performing 
without  G-strings,  shows  like  this  were 


The  Toronto  Gay  Community  Choir 
gave  its  second  major  performance  on 
June  9  at  the  Trinity  United  Church, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  choir  is  gain- 
ing confidence  in  the  ambitious  reper- 
toire selected  for  them  by  conductor 
Peter  Schaffter. 

Perhaps  the  selection  was  a  little  too 
challenging  at  times.  Resources  were 
overextended  in  pieces  like  the  excerpt 
from  Brahms 's  Requiem  (which  just 
doesn  7  work  with  piano  accompani- 
ment.'). The  concert  opened  with  some 
Palestrina,  which  should  have  sounded 
as  pure  and  seamless  as  if  it  didn  't  have 
bar  lines,  but  here  you  could  feel  the 
singers  nervously  counting  the  beats. 


being  allowed  to  do  something  not 
entirely  different  by  labelling  it  "art." 
As  a  result,  police  threatened  to  pros- 
ecute the  revue,  but  backed  down  after 
a  well-organized  lobbying  effort  by 
local  theatre  organizations. 

Even  Earl  Wilson  Jr  agrees  that  a 
double  standard  exists  and  that  local 
strippers  fined  and  barred  from  per- 
forming are  being  treated  unfairly.  The 
issue  also  carries  an  element  of  class 
discrimination:  audiences  who  can  af- 
ford expensive,  "legitimate"  theatre  are 
allowed  to  see  all  the  nudity  they  want. 

At  last  report,  the  show  is  still  playing 
to  packed  houses,  and  one  wonders 
where  all  that  money  is  going.  Some- 
how, I  don't  think  it's  going  to  the  cast 
-  even  if  they  did  have  pockets. 

John  AllecD 


mm 


Schaffter:  selecting  an  ambitious  repertoire 


Schaffter  has  molded  his  group  of 
mostly  untrained  singers  into  a  good 
solid  ensemble,  seldom  allowing  individ- 
ual voices  or  sections  to  protrude.  Also 
performing  were  the  Chamber  Singers, 
made  up  of  8  of  the  singers,  whose 
sprightly  rendering  of  English  madrigals 
was  the  evening 's  musical  highlight.  The 
comic  highlight  was  soprano  Ottie 
Lockey  and  tenor  Andrew  Mullin  in  the 
seduction  scene  from  Mozart's  Don 
Giovanni  ("La  Ci  Darem  La  Mano"), 
which  was  played  "straight"  until  a 
delightful  twist  at  the  end. 

The  concert  featured  the  premiere  of 
a  new  piece  composed  by  Schaffter, 
"Faith  Canons  (Credo),  "  which  unfor- 
tunately is  not  as  successful  as  Schaff- 
ter's  first  piece  for  the  choir,  their 
signature  tune  "The  New  Voice.  " 
"Canons"  uses  many  contemporary 
choral  writing  techniques,  such  as  disso- 
nant fugal  writing  and  extreme  ranges 
of  volume,  but  the  effect  was  more 
static  than  dynamic.  Lyrics  like  "Joys 
and  rights  and  governments  /  Aren  't 
playgrounds  of  a  few"  don 't  help  much 
either. 

There  are  those  who  think  the  choir 
should  extend  its  repertoire  into  more 
popular  material.  Other  cities  have  the 
luxury  of  more  than  one  such  group, 
and  I  think  it 's  a  mistake  to  expect  the 
Gay  Community  Choir  to  be  all  things 
for  all  tastes.  Schaffter  is  obviously  ded- 
icated to  putting  together  an  ensemble 
for  some  serious  music-making,  and  as 
such  he  should  be  congratulated  for  suc- 
ceeding as  far  as  he  has.  — J  A 


Sex/power/kids: 
the  right  to  say  no 

The  Best  Kept  Secret  by  Florence  Rush. 
Englewood  Cliffs,  NJ,  1980.  $14.95. 


The  Best  Kept  Secret  provides  a 
historical  background  for  sexual  abuse 
of  children,  and  a  workable  feminist 
analysis  of  the  power  relationships 
involved.  Florence  Rush  contends  that 
far  from  being  universally  condemned, 
sexual  abuse  has  been  and  is  widely 
institutionalized  in  patriarchal  societies 
including  our  own.  The  forms  this  insti- 
tutionalization has  taken  include  child 
marriage,  boy-love  and  teenage  pros- 
titution. 

Susan  Brownmiller  in  Against  Our 
Will:  Men,  Women  and  Rape  showed 
how  rape  law  developed  from  the 
premise  that  a  woman  was  owned  by  her 
father  or  by  the  man  to  whom  her 
father  gave  or  sold  her.  Not  the  victim 
but  the  male  owner  was  injured  if  his 
property  was  raped. 

Now  Rush  dis-covers  the  corollary 
our  forefathers  assumed.  The  father,  as 
owner  of  the  child's  sexuality,  could 
transfer  and  sell  it,  demand  payment  for 
its  use,  or  use  it  himself  at  will,  and  in 
many  ways  continues  to  do  so. 

Child  marriage  is  a  seldom  considered 
example  which  Rush  traces  in  three 
societies.  The  Christian  girl  of  seven, 
the  Jewish  girl  of  three  years  and  a  day, 
the  Hindu  girl  even  less  than  a  year  old 
might  be  married  off  to  an  adult  man 
with  consent  extracted  by  force,  if  at  all. 
These  marriages  could  be  consummated 
at  once,  with  terror,  pain  and  some- 
times permanent  physical  damage  for 
the  child.  Though  officially  illegal,  child 
marriages  remain  common  in  India  and 
elsewhere. 

If  a  child  were  raped  in  Biblical  times, 
the  father  could  force  her  to  marry  the 
rapist  to  save  "her,"  that  is  her 
father's,  name;  or  he  could  extract  a 
fine.  If  the  girl  were  underage,  rape  was 
no  crime  as  it  did  not  then  diminish  her 
marriageability. 

Rush  traces  sexually  exploitative  atti- 
tudes towards  children  to  the  present  in 
the  myth  of  the  Lolita  syndrome,  the 
refusal  of  Freudians  to  believe  in  literal 
incest,  and  kiddy-porn.  She  argues  per- 
suasively that  any  sexual  relationship 
between  adults  and  children  is  abusive, 
regardless  of  consent  because  of  the 
inherent  physical,  social  and  economic 
inequalities.  The  child's  body  is  too 
small  for  the  man's  penis  or  weight.  The 
child  has  been  taught  to  obey  adults, 
especially  men,  who  commit  99%  of 
sexual  abuse:  the  imbalance  in  authority 
is  most  obvious  in  father-daughter  in- 
cest. Forbidden  to  work,  children  are 
economically  dependant,  a  situation 


hard  to  reconcile  with  sexual  equality. 
The  author  is  aware  that  no  issue  has  so 
divided  lesbian  and  gay  men.  The  Body 
Politic  has  stood  behind  the  boy-lover's 
right  to  sexual  freedom  at  some  cost  to 
its  credibility  among  lesbians. 

One  of  the  obstacles  to  gay  men 
accepting  a  feminist  analysis  is  an 
attachment  to  the  romantic  myth  that  in 
ancient  Greece  men  loved  each  other 
without  disgrace,  and  young  men  were 
cherished  and  mentored  by  respected 
citizens.  A  closer  look  dispels  the  glory. 
Rush  found  that  often  the  boys  were 
raped  with  their  fathers'  consent,  there 
was  a  regular  traffic  in  castrated  youths, 
and  as  soon  as  the  boy  matured  he  was 
cast  off:  adult  couples  were  scorned  and 
ridiculed. 

Gay  men  no  less  than  straight  men 
have  been  socialized  to  expect  domin- 
ance and  submission  in  relationships. 
Those  who  enjoy  submission  in  small 
doses  may  not  see  that  as  a  steady  diet  it 
is  less  amusing.  Lesbians  and  feminists 
who  are  struggling  for  equality  have 
mostly  spent  years  looking  at  the  under- 
side of  power,  and  don't  like  to  see  it 
combined  with  sex  for  children. 

Rush  rejects  many  arguments  for  the 
sexual  liberation  of  children  as  red  her- 
rings tending  to  promote  an  "anything 
goes"  sexuality  that  serves  the  interests 
of  men  who  want  to  bed  children, 
ignoring  the  liberation  the  child  most 
needs,  the  right  to  say  no  and  make  it 
stick. 

We  are  still  lacking  a  major  historical 
and  /or  theoretical  work  that  will  inte- 
grate knowledge  of  related  abuses  like 
the  fagging  system,  genital  mutilation, 
and  the  sex-and-power  dynamic  of 
physical  abuse,  but  The  Best  Kept 
Secret  is  a  readable  and  eye-opening 
beginning. 

Lynn  Murphy □ 


With  his  lover  Paul  at  his  side, 
Toronto  filmmaker  Bruce  Glawson 
left  for  New  York  at  the  beginning  of 
June  for  the  23  rd  annual  American 
Film  Festival.  His  documentary, 
Michael:  A  Gay  Son  (reviewed  in 
TBP,  February)  was  one  of  nine 
films  nominated  in  the  "Human  Sex- 
uality ' '  category,  competing  with 
films  sponsored  by,  among  others, 
Time-Life  and  major  corporations 
involving  names  like  Meryl  Streep 
and  Mario  Thomas. 

But  on  June  5  in  the  Grand  Hyatt 
Hotel  on  42nd  Street,  it  was  Bruce 
Glawson  who  walked  up  to  the  pod- 
ium to  receive  the  award.  "It's  very 
encouraging,  "Bruce says,  "both 
because  Michael  is  an  independently 
produced  film  and  because  it  will 
now  be  touring  the  States  with  the 
other  award  winners. " 

At  a  previous  Festival  another  film 
on  gay  liberation,  Word  is  Out,  had 
won  second  place  in  the  same 
category.  □ 
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Lesbian  images:  visible  and  visionary 


For  most  of  our  lives,  we  lesbians  rarely 
see  ourselves  in  photographic  images 
other  than  false  ones.  As  women,  we 
are  posed  and  displayed  for  male  gratifi- 
cation, our  bodies  air-brushed  to  perfec- 
tion and  our  legs  spread  apart.  As 
lesbians,  we  participate  in  pseudo-sex, 
with  long  red  fingernails  and  bloodied 
mouths  that  reach  menacingly  towards 
each  other's  genitals  and  throats.  Our 
hands  and  tongues  may  touch  another 
woman's  body  but  our  eyes  will  be 
tightly  closed.  During  an  evening  in 
May,  Toronto's  lesbians  were  treated  to 
photographic  images  of  ourselves  as  we 
really  are  —  our  "herstory,"  our  look 
and  our  reality. 

"Lesbian  Images  in  Photography: 
1850-1980"  is  a  slide-talk  presentation 
by  JEB  (Joan  E  Biren)  an  American 
historian,  photographer  and  author. 
After  shows  in  fifty  cities  throughout 
the  United  States,  Toronto  was  JEB's 
first  entry  into  the  international  arena.  I 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  her  last  because 
the  show  was  simply  wonderful.  Well- 
researched  and  superbly  presented  both 
visually  and  verbally,  it  could  have  con- 
tinued for  hours  more  and  still  I  would 
not  have  been  satiated  with  the  images. 

Beginning  with  the  "herstorical," 
JEB  presented  some  of  the  images  left 
behind  by  five  American  photographers 
(Lady  Clementia  Hawarden,  Emma 
Jane  Gray,  Frances  Benjamin  Johnston, 
Alice  Austen  and  Bernice  Abbott)  who 
took  pictures  from  the  mid-nineteenth 
to  the  mid-twentieth  century.  The  sex- 
ual orientation  of  these  women  may  be 
obscure,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they 
photographed  their  female  subjects  in 
non-traditional  ways  that  show  a  com- 
mon thread  of  independence  and 
daring.  Their  women  often  stand  or  sit 
together  in  what  could  be  considered 
ambiguous  poses.  Bodies  touch  —  arms 
are  linked,  hands  lightly  rest  across 
shoulders,  linger  around  waists  or  gent- 
ly lay  in  another's  lap.  In  the  heyday  of 
Victorian  formality  and  stiffness  we  see 
casualness,  intimacy  and  sensuality.  The 
women  look  lovingly  at  each  other  or 
stare  provacatively  into  the  eyes  of  the 
viewer. 

Although  these  five  women  came 
from  well-to-do  families  and  were 
respected  photographers  in  their  day, 
we  know  little  of  their  past.  JEB  specu- 
lates that  this  is  partly  due  to  the 
women's  own  personal  or  familial  cen- 
sorship. For  whatever  reasons,  they 
were  all  exceedingly  careful  to  conceal 
any  lesbian  relationships  they  may  have 
had.  Even  though  it  is  known  that  these 
women  lived  or  travelled  exclusively 
with  other  women,  I  asked  JEB  if  it  was 
more  realistic  to  view  these  relationships 
as  simply  "romantic  friendships"  or 
"Boston  marriages"  rather  than  as  sex- 
ual ones.  Her  response  was  direct: 
"Why  should  we  presume  heterosexual 
sex  or  assume  no  sex  at  all?  By  calling 
these  relationships  romantic  love  only, 
we  are  erasing  women's  herstory.  We 
shouldn't  have  to  prove  whether  it  was 
sexual  or  not.  It  is  a  stupid  double  stan- 
dard that  is  never  applied  to  hetero- 
sexuals and  we  should  attack  it  when- 
ever possible." 

During  the  next  series  of  slides,  "Pre- 
sent Images,"  we  saw  the  familiar  pic- 
tures taken  by  photographers  whose 
work  has  appeared  in  many  lesbian  and 
feminist  journals.  Kay  Tobin,  Dianne 
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Photo:  JEB  1976:  "Mara,  Brooms  Island,  Maryland, "  from  Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians 
Photo:  Alice  Austen,  1891:  from  Alice 's  World  by  Ann  Novotny;  a  photo  used  in  JEB 's  show 


Davis,  Betty  Lane,  Cathy  Cade,  Ruth 
Mountaingrove  and  Carol  Newhouse 
were  all  there  to  capture  the  classic 
Movement  events.  But  the  most  inter- 
esting images  were  those  by  JEB  herself. 
They  documented  her  own  path  to 
lesbianism  beginning  with  childhood 
and  including  the  day  after  "doing  it" 
for  the  first  time  with  another  woman,  a 
near  engagement,  political  activism,  and 
as  she  is  today. 

This  section  also  included  a  brief 
series  of  slides  called  "How  Others  See 
Us"  which  dealt  specifically  with  male- 
defined  images.  They  were  all  there  — 
the  young  slim  blondes  and  hazy  shots 
of  the  David  Hamilton  school;  the 
plastic,  air-brushed  fronts  of  the 
Playboy  bunnies;  the  sadistic,  vampirish 
centrefolds  of  Penthouse  and  Hustler. 

Then  came  the  part  that  many  of  us 
had  been  waiting  for:  "Lesbian 
Erotica."  But  it  was  not  quite  what  I 


had  been  expecting.  Only  one  photo- 
grapher, Tee  Corinne  had  images  of 
women  in  the  throes  of  passionate 
lovemaking.  The  remaining  pictures 
were  of  breasts,  buttocks  and  bodies  — 
short,  tall,  black,  white,  fat  and  thin  — 
that  laughed,  danced,  played  and  em- 
braced. While  not  overtly  erotic,  there 
was  a  subtle  sensuality  that  did  link  the 
images  together.  Naked  or  semi- 
clothed,  all  of  the  women  displayed  the 
same  casualness,  intimacy  and  defiance 
that  we  had  become  familiar  with  in 
those  pictures  taken  over  a  hundred 
years  earlier.  These  primarily  private 
images  were  remarkable  for  their  lack  of 
sexual  exploitativeness.  The  frontal 
shots  so  common  in  most  skin  maga- 
zines were  not  there.  While  the  women 
looked  directly  and  without  fear  into 
each  others'  eyes,  they  rarely  looked 
toward  the  viewer.  The  effect  was  not 
so  much  sexual  as  friendly,  in  the  spirit 


of  good  womanship.  The  most  startling 
projection,  though,  was  of  a  five-foot 
by  three-foot  labia  —  gigantic,  a  little 
frightening  but  beautiful. 

In  a  later  conversation,  I  asked  JEB  if 
a  lack  of  discussion  about  lesbian  erot- 
ica was  common.  She  remarked  that  "it 
may  not  be  so  much  that  we  don't  want 
to  talk  about  erotica  as  it  is  that  we 
don't  really  know  how  or  what  to  talk 
about.  Not  only  have  we  been  pum- 
melled by  images  of  the  perfect  female 
body,  we  also  have  difficulty  even  per- 
ceiving positive  sexual  images  other 
than  those  designed  by  men  for  the  pur- 
poses of  male  sexual  gratification  or 
domination  over  women.  We  have  been 
sexual  possessions  for  so  long  that  we 
have  become  reluctant  to  accept  any 
sexual  images,  even  female-defined, 
because  we  have  been  abused  and 
trapped  so  often  by  male  ones.  Sex  is  a 
difficult  topic  for  most  women  and 
lesbian  sex  has  been  taboo,  so  much  so 
that  our  fear  and  self-hatred  is  deep.  As 
well,  many  myths  exist  about  lesbian 
sexuality,  like  the  Big  O,  that  even 
lesbians  are  afraid  to  talk  to  other 
lesbians  about  what  turns  them  on  in 
case  their  preference  isn't  "politically 
correct."  Certainly,  there  is  a  need  to 
define  erotica  from  a  purely  lesbian 
perspective,  yet,  even  so,  the  erotic  will 
still  mean  different  things  to  different 
people.  It's  taking  us  time  to  become 
acclimatized  to  our  bodies  and,  as 
regards  looking  at  or  being  comfortable 
with  our  own  body  or  the  bodies  of 
other  women,  most  of  us  aren't  quite 
yet  at  the  enjoyable  stage." 

The  next  set  of  images  dealt  with  the 
"Lesbian  Self."  The  "look"  was  identi- 
fied by  a  series  of  pictures  of  bona  fide, 
card-carrying  lesbians.  The  "stance" 
was  depicted  by  women  slouching  or 
leaning,  hands  in  pockets  or  on  hips, 
with  feet  planted  firmly  apart.  And  the 
"clothes" —  JEB  is  convinced  that 
costume  has  always  played  an  important 
role  in  lesbian  imagery,  and  has  served 
as  a  defiance  of  conventionality,  a  form 
of  identification  and  a  subtle  expression 
of  irony  that  challenges  the  viewer's 
perception  of  what  photographic 
imagery  is  saying. 

The  show  concluded  with  a  short  sec- 
tion on  the  creative  or  visionary  images 
that  some  lesbian  photographers  are 
producing.  In  many  of  the  pictures 
women  and  natural  forms  —  round  and 
soft  rather  than  sharp  or  angular  —  are 
depicted  together. 

The  applause  was  loud  and  long  and 
a  brief  discussion  completed  the  even- 
ing. The  following  afternoon,  I  and 
eleven  other  women  participated  in 
JEB's  photography  workshop.  We 
talked  about  the  isolation  we  sometimes 
feel  as  lesbian  photographers,  and  our 
frustration  in  dealing  with  "homosexual 
paranoia,"  that  is,  "don't  take  my  pic- 
ture because...."  We  shared  our  images 
and  our  experiences  with  photography 
and,  with  JEB's  gentle  assistance,  we 
decided  to  form  a  lesbian  photography 
support  group,  still  in  the  initial  stages. 
(Keep  checking  Out  in  the  City  for  addi- 
tional information.) 

Susan  Sontag's  book,  On  Photo- 
graphy, says  that  photographs  are 
documents  that  represent  a  slice  of  time. 
Separately  these  images  are  only  frag- 
ments; put  together  they  form  a  history 
that  becomes  a  reality.  Certainly 
"Lesbian  Images:  1850-1980"  has  done 
this  and  more.  It  has  given  us  a  past, 
shown  us  a  present,  and  even  hinted  at  a 
future.  Most  important  though,  it  has 
reaffirmed  what  we  have  known  all 
along:  that  we,  as  lesbians,  are  looking 
at  each  other,  for  each  other. 

Heather  KumsayD 
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Book  talk:  Gross  revelations  vs  denying  the  obvious 


One  of  the  problems  of  dealing  with 
"gay  literature"  is  defining  what  it  is. 
Writing  on  gay  subjects  by  gay  authors 
is  obviously  material  for  inclusion.  But 
what  about  work  by  gay  authors  that 
does  not,  at  least  at  first,  appear  to  be 
gay?  And  what  about  those  legions  of 
books  which  come  out  every  year  — 
usually  by  straight  authors  —  which 
ever  so  gently  touch  on  gay  material  but 
shy  away  from  it  as  from  an  unknown 
spider? 

David  Plante's  new  novel,  The  Coun- 
try (Gollancz,  £6.95),  is  a  case  in  point. 
Plante,  who  is  gay  and  an  American  liv- 
ing in  England,  has  written  a  number  of 
novels  in  which,  although  some  of  the 
characters  are  gay,  the  chief  gay  interest 
is  in  the  author's  sensibility,  his  way  of 
looking  at  life. 

This  would  also  be  true  of  the  early 
20th-century  English  author,  Hector 
Munro,  better  known  as  Saki.  A  new 
collection  of  his  short  stories,  The 
Complete  Saki  (Bodley  Head,  £10),  has 
just  been  published,  at  the  same  time  as 
an  earlier  collection  is  being  remain- 
dered in  Canadian  bookstores. 

Saki  was  killed  in  World  War  I,  and  is 
reported  to  have  said  of  it:  "Awful,  my 
dear.  The  noisel  and  the peoplel"  He 
shows  his  Wildean  colours  in  lines  that 
also  show  his  distance  from  his  own 
society:  "  'Never,'  wrote  Reginald  to 
his  most  darling  friend,  'be  a  pioneer. 
It's  the  early  Christian  who  gets  the 
fattest  lion.'  " 

Rupert  Brooke  is  another  writer  from 
World  War  I  whose  death  made  him 
almost  the  martyr/saint  of  the  beautiful 
young  men  of  that  period.  Brooke's 
ambiguous  sexuality  does  not  prevent  us 
from  seeing  what  Henry  James  adored 
in  him:  youthful  beauty.  And  John 
Lehmann's  recent  biography  of  him, 
The  Strange  Destiny  of  Rupert  Brooke 
(Holt,  Rinehart  &  Winston,  $12.95), 
gives  further  evidence,  both  literary  and 
photographic,  of  Brooke's  charms. 

A  generation  later,  the  poet  David 
Gascoyne  was  writing  what  a  contem- 
porary called  "the  finest  English  poems 
of  the  past  half-century."  His  recently 
published  Journal  1936-37  (Enitharmon 
Press,  £6.75)  lays  the  groundwork  for 
his  Paris  Journal  1937-39  (published  last 
year)  in  which  he  explores,  among  other 
things,  the  psychological  crisis  of  com- 
ing to  terms  with  his  being  gay. 

One  of  the  games  that  literary  critics 
play  is  called  "Deny  the  Obvious," 
especially  when  it  comes  to  great  literary 
figures.  The  history  of  criticism  of 
Shakespeare's  Sonnets  has  been  bedev- 
illed by  this,  and  criticism  of  Tennyson 
has  just  as  vigorously  denied  that  there 
was  "anything"  in  the  relation  between 
the  poet  and  Arthur  Henry  Hallam,  the 
"hero"  of  his  In  Memoriam.  Robert  B 
Martin's  Tennyson:  The  Unquiet  Heart 
(Oxford  University  Press,  $45)  records 
what  one  critic  called  Tennyson's 
"obsessive  idealized  passion"  imprison- 
ed in  a  closed  heart  that  could  only  deal 
obliquely  with  this  love. 

Another  Victorian  who  has  suffered 
from  a  moralizing  press  is  Tennyson's 
early  friend  at  Cambridge,  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, the  translator  of  the  famous 
Rubaiyat  of  Omar  Khayam.  How  may 
readers,  even  gay  readers,  realize  that 
the  book  of  verses  and  the  jug  of  wine 
are  to  be  shared  with  a  "thou"  who  is 
male?  Like  so  many  of  his  contempor- 
aries, though,  Fitzgerald  censored  him- 
self, and  his  recently  published  four- 
volume  Letters  (Columbia  and  Prince- 
ton University  Presses,  £82.80)  reveals 


little  about  what  made  him  tick. 

The  homoerotic  implications  of  the 
Victorian  passion  for  Persia  are  obvious 
in  the  careers  of  Sir  Richard  Burton  (the 
translator  of  The  Arabian  Nights  and 
the  Kama  Sutra)  and  the  painter  Sir 
Frederic  Leighton.  The  diaries  of 
Burton  were  burnt  by  his  wife,  but  the 
"Arab  Hall"  of  Leighton's  house  in 
Kensington  survives  to  remind  us  of  the 
Guardsmen  he  painted  there  while,  as 
one  contemporary  cartoonist  put  it, 
"sacrificing  himself  to  the  muses." 

Much  more  troublesome  than  the 
Arabs  to  the  Victorians,  though,  was 
ancient  Greece.  Richard  Jenkins  devotes 
one  chapter  of  his  The  Victorians  and 
Ancient  Greece  (Harvard  University 
Press,  $30)  to  the  "problem"  of  homo- 
sexuality in  ancient  Greece  —  a  "prob- 
lem" that  also  confronted  such  late  Vic- 
torians and  Edwardians  as  Walter  Pater, 
Edmund  Gosse  and  Arthur  Benson.  Ben- 
son, who  became  Master  of  Magdalen 
College  in  Cambridge,  wrote:  "If  we 
give  boys  Greek  books  to  read  and  hold 
up  the  Greek  spirit  and  the  Greek  life  as 
a  model,  it  is  very  difficult  to  slice  out 
one  portion  which  was  a  perfectly  moral 
part  of  Greek  life,  and  say  it  was  abom- 
inable" (On  the  Edge  of  Paradise.  A  C 
Benson  the  Diarist,  by  David  Newsome. 
Murray,  £17.50).  That  portion  was,  of 
course,  homosexuality. 

Benson,  whose  brother  E  F  Benson 
was  and  is  the  darling  of  gay  readers  of 
fiction,  nonetheless  rebuked  the  amor- 
ous advances  of  another  gay  novel- 
ist, Hugh  Walpole  —  as  Henry  James 
also  recoiled  from  similar  advances  on 
another  occasion.  Benson's  "intellectu- 
al homosexuality"  seems  to  have  been 
rather  like  that  of  another  contempor- 
ary, Forrest  Reid.  Reid,  whose  work  on 
Victorian  illustrated  books  is  still  a 
classic,  also  alarmed  Henry  James  by 
dedicating  to  him  his  novel  about  the 


love  between  two  boys  (The  Garden 
God).  This  curious  Edwardian  "touch- 
me-not"  attitude  is  only  partly  dealt 
with  in  Brian  Taylor's  The  Green 
A  venue:  The  Life  and  Writings  of 
Forrest  Reid  1875-1947  (Cambridge 
University  Press,  £12.50). 

Reid  was  also  a  friend  of  E  M  Forster 
(another  Cambridge  connection)  and 
was  astonished  to  discover,  on  reading 
Forster's  Maurice  in  1915,  that  Forster 
was  homosexual.  Obviously  this  period 
should  be  called  "The  Age  of  Reti- 
cence." Gay  Sweatshop's  fine  play 
about  Edward  Carpenter  (recently 
published  by  Gay  Men's  Press)  begins 
with  Forster  explaining  why,  in  a  radio 
talk  on  Carpenter,  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  deal  with  that  author's 
homosexuality. 

Fortunately  Carpenter  himself, 
though  handicapped  by  the  gentility  and 
jargon  of  the  late  19th  century,  had  less 
reticence  than  Forster.  Carpenter,  a 
pioneer  in  the  struggle  for  sexual  libera- 
tion, has  at  last  had  a  full-length  bio- 
graphy, by  Chushichi  Tsuzuki:  Edward 
Carpenter  1844-1929:  Prophet  of 
Human  Fellowship  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity Press,  £15). 

Carpenter's  sexual  pioneering  was 
carried  on  by  Radclyffe  Hall,  and  the 
re-publication  by  Virago  Press  of  her 
1924  classic,  The  Unlit  Lamp  (£2.95), 
is  a  welcome  reminder  that  D  H  Law- 
rence's famous  lesbian  scene  in  The 
Rainbow  was  not  the  only  example  of 
its  kind. 

W  H  Auden  and  Benjamin  Britten, 
two  of  the  great  gay  artists  of  the  20th 
century,  also  command  a  new  bio- 
graphy, by  Donald  Mitchell:  Britten  and 
Auden  in  the  Thirties  (Faber,  £7.50). 
Mitchell,  whose  earlier  Thames  &  Hud- 
son biography  of  Britten  is  a  model  of 
popular  biography,  has  done  a  fine  job 
of  presenting  the  poet  and  composer 
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"whose  very  large  body  of  work... 
made  a  decisive  contribution  to  the 
making  of  the  Thirties." 

One  of  the  classics  of  the  previous 
decade  had  been  the  Scott-Moncrieff 
translation  of  Marcel  Proust's  A  la 
Recherche  du  temps  perdu.  It  has  long 
been  known  that  Scott  Moncrieff's 
translation  was  as  heavily  bowdlerised 
and  tidied  up  as  the  translations  and 
editions  of  the  classics  John  Boswell 
deals  with  in  his  Christianity,  Social 
Tolerance  and  Homosexuality.  So  it  is 
welcome  news  that  at  least  one  of  the 
excluded  passages  from  the  original 
Proust  translation,  a  passage  called 
"M  de  Charlus  and  the  Bus-Conduc- 
tor' '  (printed  in  the  Times  Literary  Sup- 
plement of  Feb  27,  1981)  is  to  be  includ- 
ed as  an  appendix  to  Volume  I  {The 
Cities  of  the  Plain)  in  the  new  edition 
published  by  Chatto  &  Windus. 

It  would  be  good  to  feel  that  we  have 
seen  an  end  to  bowdlerised  biographies 
of  gay  figures.  Mary's  Renault's  bio- 
graphy of  Alexander  the  Great,  The 
Nature  of  Alexander,  is  at  least  candid 
about  his  homosexuality,  and  in  fact 
Alexander's  love  for  the  boy  Bagotas  is 
the  central  theme  of  her  novel,  The  Per- 
sian Boy.  But  Robin  Lane  Fox's  The 
Search  for  Alexander  (Allen  Lane, 
£12.95),  although  Fox  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  recent  discovery  of  the  tomb 
of  Alexander's  father,  is  bloodless  and 
"respectable."  In  1818  Byron  wrote 
about  editions  of  the  classics  that  place 
"judiciously,  from  out  the  schoolboy's 
vision,  the  grosser  parts."  It  seems 
they're  still  at  it. 

Truth  in  biography,  like  fact,  can  be 
trimmed  by  moralists  to  suit  their  turn. 
Reviewing  Caroline  Bingham's  James  I 
of  England,  the  historian  John  Kenyon 
admires  her  for  dealing  with  James's 
homosexuality,  but  regards  the  question 
of  his  physical  relations  with  men  as  of 
"prurient  curiosity."  It  seems  unlikely 
that  he  would  feel  the  same  way  about 
the  sex  life  of  Henry  VIII!  Let's  hope 
that  Roger  Lockyer's  forthcoming  bio- 
graphy of  James's  lover,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  is  equally  candid. 

Douglas  Chambers  □ 

Whitewashing 
Walt  Whitman 

Walt  Whitman:  A  Lite  by  Justin  Kaplan. 
Simon  &  Shuster,  1980.  $19.95. 

This  long-awaited  "new"  biography  of 
America's  greatest  poet  and  the  first 
modern  poet  of  love  between  men  has 
been  vastly  overpraised.  The  reasons  for 
that  extravagant  praise  are  almost  as 
interesting  as  the  book  itself. 

Kaplan's  most  significant  strategy, 
and  one  which  has  been  almost  univer- 
sally acclaimed,  was  to  present  the  life 
beginning  at  the  end.  His  first  section  is 
devoted  to  the  aging  and  increasingly 
vain  and  incompetent  Whitman,  with 
the  rest  of  his  book  acting  as  an  enor- 
mous "flashback"  informing  us  how 
Whitman  arrived  at  his  position  as  the 
venerable  old  sage  of  Camden.  While 
the  strategy  has  a  certain  dramatic  effec- 
tiveness, it  amounts  to  a  serious  mis- 
reading of  Whitman's  life,  one  which 
supposes  that  its  conclusion  was  always 
its  end. 

The  error  involved  here  is  particularly 
crucial  in  the  case  of  Whitman,  because 
it  is  parallel  to  the  predominant  textual 
error  concerning  Whitman's  poems, 
namely  the  regular  adoption  of  the 
"Death-Bed"  edition  of  1892  as  the 
definitive  text,  even  for  those  poems 
first  published  in  1855  or  1860.  Kaplan's 
biography  thus  elevates  the  public  Whit- 
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Whitman  with  Peter  Doyle:  "the  revolutionary  spokesman  for  male  love  got  left  behind' 


man  of  his  old  age  at  the  price  of  the 
private  Whitman  of  his  youth,  and 
shores  up  the  notion  of  Whitman's  late, 
vague  revisions  as  the  "final"  versions 
of  his  poems.  Not  incidentally,  it  means 
that  the  heterosexual  Whitman  replaces 
the  homosexual  Whitman,  and  homo- 
sexuality is  once  again,  as  they  say, 
"just  a  phase." 

Kaplan  has,  of  course,  tried  very  hard 
to  be  sophisticated  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  Whitman's  sexuality  (and 
his  advance  over  the  previous  standard 
biography,  by  Gay  Wilson  Allen,  lies 
primarily  in  his  recognition  that  Whit- 
man indeed  had  a  sexuality).  But 
Kaplan  comes  at  the  problem  from  the 
vantage  point  of  the  well-meaning 
straight  who  would  like  to  "under- 
stand." He  also  brings  to  bear  a  very  ill- 
sorted  collection  of  psychological 
cliches.  Not  as  crudely  Freudian  as 
some  earlier  writers  on  Whitman  such  as 
Edwin  H  Miller,  Kaplan  relies  more  on 
a  cosy  Eriksonianism,  much  in  vogue  in 


rfrwiaw 


•William  S  Burroughs,  author  of  Naked 
Lunch  and  The  Wild  Boys,  was  in 
Toronto  May  31  and  June  1  to  promote 
his  latest  work,  Cities  of  the  Red  Night, 
"a  shocking  and  innovative  rewriting  of 
history." 

Burroughs  appeared  at  both  Glad 
Day  Books  and  This  Ain't  the  Rosedale 
Library,  and  on  both  evenings  gave 
readings  from  his  work  to  packed  audi- 
ences at  The  Edge,  a  local  new  music 
club.  His  low,  gravelly  voice  and  confi- 
dent delivery  received  a  hushed  silence 
from  the  crowd,  punctured  occasionally 
by  bursts  of  laughter  as  his  comments 
on  sex  and  violence  hit  home.  The 
somewhat  intimate  quality  of  the  eve- 
nings helped  dispel  the  myth  which 
usually  accompanies  a  writer  of 
Burroughs's  stature. 

•The  Gay  Interest  Group  of  the  Cana- 
dian Library  Association  has  published 
A  Brief  Preliminary  Guide  to  Recom- 
mended Reading  Matter  on  Homosex- 
uality (with  English  and  French  titles). 
For  copies,  write  to:  CLA  Gay  Interest 
Group,  c/o  Ted  Millward,  St  John's 
College  Library,  400  Dysart  Rd,  Win- 
nipeg, MB  R3T  2M5. 

•The  Alliance  of  Gay  Artists  in  the 
Kntertainment  Media  in  Los  Angeles 
has  announced  its  1980  awards  for 
excellence  in  film,  television  and  radio 
for  the  realistic  representation  of  gay 
people,  lifestyles  and  issues.  The  win- 


life-writing  these  days. 

Thus  the  period  of  writing  the 
"Calamus"  poems,  Whitman's 
sequence  on  homosexual  love,  is  the 
product  of  a  "crisis  of  intimacy" 
instead  of  the  result  of  a  coming-out 
process.  Harry  Stafford,  the  18-year-old 
errand  boy  whom  Whitman  befriended 
at  the  end  of  his  life  was  "making  a 
passage  into  full  manhood"  (/'  e  het- 
erosexuality)  when  Whitman  con- 
fused him.  Yet  all  the  young  men  in 
Whitman's  life,  Kaplan  reassures  us, 
grew  into  "heterosexual  maturity"  (a 
lovely  phrase  we  owe  to  Erikson). 

If  Erikson  is  the  major  spirit  behind 
the  psychological  readings  of  this  book, 
he  is  by  no  means  the  only  one.  Kaplan 
is  a  popularizer.  He  has  no  ideas  of  his 
own,  and  he  has  dutifully  tried  to  con- 
vey those  of  others.  Some  of  the  jargon 
he  picks  up  along  the  way  is  hopelessly 
out  of  date  (the  young  Whitman  is 
"subject-homoerotic"),  while  some  of 
it  tries  desperately  to  be  in  vogue 


(several  references  to  Whitman's 
"androgynous"  vision).  He  sees  fellatio 
and  anal  intercourse  where  writers  like 
myself  have  identified  them,  but  he  does 
not  seem  to  find  it  odd  that  these  acts 
should  be  depicted  in  a  poem  by  a  man 
he  consistently  depicts  as  sexually  naive 
and  inexperienced. 

In  the  same  volume,  though,  Kaplan 
is  convinced  that  Whitman's  loving 
friendships  with  soldiers,  his  many 
kisses  and  caresses  for  them,  did  "not 
raise  doubts  about  their  heterosexual 
integrity  or  his."  Kaplan,  it  turns  out,  is 
convinced  that  before  Freud  there  was 
apparently  no  sex,  or  at  least  no  unusual 
sex.  Never  did  Freud  seem  such  a 
godsend. 

The  life  of  Whitman  is  difficult  to 
write.  Whitman  himself  destroyed  much 
manuscript  evidence,  including  almost 
everything  concerning  the  crucial  years 
before  the  publication  of  the  1860  edi- 
tion. The  Whitman  we  are  left  with  is 
the  Whitman  that  the  poet  himself 
created:  the  bard,  the  sage.  The  other 
Whitman,  the  cocky  young  man,  the 
ardent  lover,  the  revolutionary  spokes- 
man for  male  love,  got  left  behind.  But 
Whitman  was  never  so  dishonest  as  to 
destroy  all  the  poetic  evidence;  he 
buried  it  in  the  midst  of  Leaves  of 
Grass  to  be  found  by  later  generations, 
in  whose  ability  to  find  him  and  em- 
brace him  he  still  believed. 

Justin  Kaplan,  by  choosing  to  empha- 
size the  documented  and  public  Whit- 
man, has  preserved  the  myth  while 
bringing  it  up  to  date.  His  Whitman  is 
no  more  a  true  portrait  than  those  that 
preceded  it.  For  a  full  life  of  Whitman, 
we  still  have  to  wait  for  a  critic  who  can 
be  sensitive  to  Whitman's  situation  in 
his  time  and  place.  A  truly  new  bio- 
graphy of  Whitman  must  begin  by 
recognizing  Whitman's  self-conscious 
identity  as  a  gay  man  (an  "adhesive" 
personality,  he  would  have  said)  and 
then  confronting  Whitman's  duplicities. 
We  want  no  saint,  but  we  need  no  more 
benign  patriarchs. 

Robert  K.  Martin □ 


ners:  The  Shadow  Box,  ABC  Theatre; 
Lou  Grant,  the  "cop"  episode;  Taxi, 
the  "Elaine's  Strange  Triangle"  epi- 
sode; The  Phil  Donahue  Show;  Dr  Toni 
Grant,  KABC  Radio;  and  Carole  Hem- 
ingway, KABC  Radio. 

•Talonbooks  publisher  David  Robin- 
son will  soon  be  adding  Quebec  artist 
Mary  Meigs  to  his  list  of  authors.  Meigs 
lived  with  author /playwright  Marie- 
Claire  Blais  for  twenty  years  and  has 

Burroughs:  "shocking  rewriting  ot  history" 


written  an  autobiography  entitled  Lily 
Briscoe:  A  Self-Portrait,  to  be  published 
by  Talonbooks  this  fall.  Says  Robinson, 
"The  material  is  fascinating.  There  are 
scenes  with  Mary  McCarthy  and  Ed- 
mund Wilson,  and  it  chronicles  a  six- 
year  menage-a-trois  when  Mary  (Meigs) 
lived  with  Blais  and  another  woman  in 
Cambridge." 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance:  Directory  of  Gay 
Plays.  Compiled,  edited  and  introduced  by 
Terry  Helbing,  JH  Press,  1980.  $5.95. 

A  first  in  book  form,  providing  compre- 
hensive information  on  plays  with 
major  gay  characters  and  predominant 
lesbian  and  gay  themes.  Included  are 
listings  of  400  plays  (published  and  un- 
published, produced  and  unproduced), 
background  information  and  commen- 
tary, an  alphabetical  index  of  all  play- 
wrights mentioned,  and  an  appendix  of 
"lost"  plays.  This  directory  should  be 
required  reading  for  anyone  interested 
in  gay  theatre. 

Coming  Out  in  the  Seventies  by  Dennis 
Altman.  Alyson  Publications,  1981.  $5.95. 

First  published  in  1979  in  Australia  (see 
TBP,  August  1980),  this  trade  paper- 
back edition  is  an  abridgement  of  the 
original  hardcover.  Its  three  sections  — 
On  Being  Gay,  The  Counter-Culture, 
Literature  —  contain  essays  which  ad- 
dress with  humour  and  insight  the  rela- 
tionship between  gay  liberation  and 
larger  political  issues.  A  sampling  of 


Canadian 
Gay  Archives 


No.  4:  Lesbian  Periodical  Holdings 
Compiled  by  Alan  V  Miller,  a  complete  lists  ot 
the  Canadian  Gay  Archives  lesbian  journal 
collection  as  ot  June  1981 

No.  3:  Ian  Young:  A  Bibliography.  1962-1980 
An  exhaustive  listing  ot  books,  articles, 
reviews  and  commentaries  by  and  about  the 
pioneering  Canadian  poet  and  publisher 

No.  2:  The  Genetic  Imperative: 

Fact  and  Fantasy  in  Sociobiology 

A  bibliography  compiled  by  Alan  V  Miller  on 

the  controversial  study  ol  genetic  influences 

on  social  relations 

No.  1:  Homosexuality  in  Canada 
The  lirst  ma/or  bibliography  to  deal  with 
material  by  and  about  gay  people  in  Canada, 
compiled  by  Alex  Spence  —  and  made 
possible  largely  by  the  existence  ol  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives 

All  available  by  mail  order.  For  prices 
and  order  information,  write  to: 
The  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639. 
Station  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1G2. 
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By  appointment  only 
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practice 


CALL 

CHAT  TRAVEL 
868-1758 


WANTED: 


Male  fashion  models, 
up  to  age  30.  No  experience 
necessary.  Excellent  earnings 
plus  full  return  travel 
expenses  paid. 


Write,  including  phone  number, 
complete  description  and  photo,  to. 
Box  866,  Armdale,  Nova  Scotia 
B3L  4K5 


essay  topics:  Some  Public  Lavatories, 
The  Homosexual  and  the  Family,  Hair, 
and  William  Burroughs  in  Paris. 

The  Long  Shot  by  Paul  Monette.  Avon, 
1981.  $5.95. 

Monette' s  latest  novel  brings  together  a 
Hollywood  cast  of  misfits  and  troubled 
movie  people,  including  a  beautiful 


heiress  married  to  a  homosexual  movie 
star  and  a  sex  symbol  whose  apparent 
"double  suicide"  with  a  young  male 
lover  adds  some  unexpected  excitement 
to  Academy  Awards  night.  If  the  seed- 
ier side  of  Hollywood  appeals  to  your 
imagination,  The  Long  Shot  may  be 
worth  checking  out. 

compiled  by  John  FletcherD 


Our  apologies 


In  the  Our  Image  section  of  our  June 
issue,  two  unfortunate  mistakes  were 
made  at  the  typesetting  and  proof- 
reading stage.  A  paragraph  was  omitted 
from  Jane  Rule's  review  of  Andrea 
Dworkin's  Pornography:  Men  Possess- 
ing Women  (page  27)  and  the  last  two 
paragraphs  of  Leo  Casey's  review  of 
Homosexuality:  Power  and  Politics 
(page  28)  were  left  off. 

The  omitted  paragraph  of  the  Rule 
review,  which  should  have  appeared 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  paragraphs 
of  the  review  as  it  appeared,  read  as 
follows: 

The  most  persuasive  and  insightful 
sections  of  the  book  concern  specific 
writers.  The  Marquis  de  Sade  and 
Kinsey  make  curious  and  illuminating 
companions,  for  the  sadistic  monster 
and  the  sexologist  do  share  an  advocacy 
of  sexual  freedom  for  men  at  the 
expense  of  women.  While  de  Sade 
frankly  admits  and  celebrates  the  humil- 
iation, torture  and  killing  of  women, 
Kinsey  works  hard  to  deny  any  real 
abuse  of  women  and  children  by  men. 
For  Kinsey,  women 's  provocative 
nature,  masochism  and  low  sex  drive  are 
responsible  for  men 's  understandable 
frustration  and  anger,  which  is  rarely 
expressed  in  anything  more  than  normal 
sexual  agression,  expected  in  males.  His 
cure  for  rape  is  to  change  women 's  atti- 
tudes so  that  they  will  understand  and 
accept  men 's  need  to  have  women  gen- 
erally sexually  available  to  them.  That 
the  candidly  deranged  and  criminal  de 
Sade  and  the  humanist  Kinsey  both  are 
chiefly  concerned  with  sexual  freedom 
for  men  convinces  Andrea  Dworkin  that 
all  men  share  a  view  of  women  as 
objects  of  their  pleasure,  which  includes 
assault  and  murder. 
• 

Leo  Casey's  review  of  Homosexual- 
ity: Power  and  Politics  outlined  the 
history  of  gay  liberation  theory  by  set- 
ting it  in  the  context  of  the  development 


of  classical  social  theory  in  the  works  of 
Hobbes  and  Rousseau.  His  review  went 
on  to  discuss  at  length  Jeffrey  Weeks's 
article,  "Capitalism  and  the  Organiza- 
tion of  Sex,"  which  makes  a  significant 
contribution  to  the  broadening  of  gay 
liberation  theory.  The  following  com- 
ments, which  should  have  appeared  at 
the  end  of  the  discussion  of  Weeks, 
complete  Casey's  review  of  the  book  as 
a  whole: 

Many  of  the  other  essays  in  the  col- 
lection develop  Weeks's  critique  in  a 
positive  fashion.  Margaret  Coulson's 
"The  Struggle  for  Femininity"  analyses 
the  changing  images  of  female  sexuality, 
while  Susan  Hemmings's  "Horrific 
Practices"  investigates  news  media  cov- 
erage of  lesbianism.  Frank  Mort  breaks 
new  ground  with  his  important  study, 
"Sexuality:  Regulation  and  Contesta- 
tion, "  which  examines  changes  in  the 
nature  of  gay  oppression  following 
Britain 's  1967  decriminalization  of 
homosexual  acts.  Derek  Cohen 's  and 
Richard  Dyer's  "Politics  of  Gay  Cul- 
ture" brings  this  political  analysis  into 
an  investgation  of  popular  culture.  Also 
of  interest  are  a  number  of  essays  which 
discuss  the  relation  of  gay  politics  to 
specific  organizations  and  strategies  — 
from  the  early  gay  liberation  fronts  to 
the  later,  more  narrowly  defined  gay 
rights  movement.  Of  less  interest  are  the 
accounts  of  dreary  Trotskyist  and 
Maoist  sects  and  their  betrayals  of  gay 
and  feminist  causes. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  this  collection  elab- 
orates a  new  alternative  to  the  liberalism 
that  has  dominated  gay  liberation 
theory.  Its  theoretical  direction  is  not 
without  precedent:  those  familiar  with 
the  finer  points  of  European  socialist 
theory  will  discern  the  influence  of 
Michel  Foucault's  writings  on  sexuality, 
as  well  as  the  Marxist  political  and  cul- 
tural analyses  of  Antonio  Gramsci  and 
Nicos  Poulantzas.  But  Homosexuality: 
Power  and  Politics  represents  the  first 
coherent  attempt  to  apply  these  currents 
to  gay  and  lesbian  politics  —  and  in  so 
doing  it  has  clearly  demonstrated  the 
fruitfulness  of  this  approach. 
• 

Those  of  us  responsible  for  editing 
and  production  work  on  The  Body 
Politic  regret  these  unintentional  omis- 
sions. We  would  like  to  apologize  to 
Jane  Rule,  Leo  Casey  and  our  readers 
for  our  errors  and  any  possible  misrep- 
resentation or  confusion  that  may  have 
resulted  from  them.  □ 

Our  Contributors: 

John  Allec  celebrated  his  first  year  in 
Toronto  by  visiting  New  York  and  San 
Francisco  .  Douglas  Chambers  teaches 
English  at  Trinity  College,  University  of 
Toronto. . .  John  Fletcher  lives  in  Toronto 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Our  Image  working 
group. . .  Jon  Kaplan  is  a  Toronto  editor 
and  teacher...  Robert  K  Martin's  most 
recent  book  is  The  Homosexual  Tradition  in 
American  Poetry  . .  Lynn  Murphy  is  a 
librarian  and  editor  living  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia...  Heather  Ramsay,  a  Toronto 
writer,  has  finally  quit  her  job  with 
Harlequin. 

The  Ivory  Tunnel,  continued  from  page  31 

the  stories  tend  to  be  more  political, 
more  Movement-oriented  than  those  in 
other  recent  gay  anthologies. 

In  spite  of  my  criticisms  of  some  of 
the  inclusions,  this  was  never  a  book  I 
wanted  to  put  aside,  and  I  finished  it 
with  a  new  admiration  for  what  some  of 
the  new  British  writers  are  doing.  Editor 
Richard  Dipple  and  Gay  Men's  Press 
have  done  a  difficult  job  and  put  to- 
gether a  stimulating,  perhaps  contro- 
versial, collection.  □ 
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Cracks  in  the  Image 

Cracks  in  the  Image:  Stories  by  Gay 
Men  ($3.50,  Gay  Men's  Press,  27  Priory 
Ave,  London,  England)  is  a  new  antho- 
logy of  16  stories,  some  by  newcomers, 
others  by  established  authors  like  David 
Rees  and  Peter  Robins.  Robins's  story 
"An  Inexact  Parallel"  is  one  of  his  best. 
A  young  teacher,  confronted  with  a  stu- 
dent's allegation  of  sexual  improprieties 
by  the  headmaster,  brings  in  the  police, 
with  ambiguous  and  unsettling  results. 
Robins  is  an  exquisite  storyteller,  and 
like  Somerset  Maugham  or  Terence 
Rattigan,  has  the  ability,  in  a  very  few 
pages,  to  show  how  much  the  intrusion 
of  a  new  and  disturbing  element  (often 
sexual)  can  reveal  about  people  living  by 
circumscribed  rules  of  conduct.  The 
story's  ending,  after  the  conventional 
young  teacher  has  been  winked  at  by  a 
17-year  old,  could  easily  have  been 
spoiled,  but  Robins  is  a  master  of  preg- 
nant understatement. 

Ian  Everton's  "Chrysalis,"  the  only 
one  of  the  contributions  really  to  break 
with  realism,  is  also  one  of  the  best  in 
the  book.  Here,  the  ambiguities  of 
closetry  and  liberation  and  the  darker 
aspects  of  human  relationships  find  a 
suggestive  metaphor  in  the  chrysalis  that 
Jimmy  Ellis  finds  he  can  create  out  of 
his  own  body  and  retreat  into,  in  a 
garden  shed.  The  ending  —  I  won't 
reveal  it!  —  is  wonderful.  This  is  both  a 
strongly  political  story  and  a  highly 
poetic  one.  That  it  succeeds  on  both 
levels  is  evidence  enough  of  Everton's 
talents,  and  according  to  the  notes,  his 
novel,  Alienation,  is  to  be  published 
soon  by  Gay  Men's  Press. 

Eric  Presland's  "Me  and  Mr  Man- 
del"  gives  a  moving  portrayal  of  a  rela- 
tionship between  two  old  age  pensioners 
—  one  gay,  the  other  his  widower  com- 
panion. Presland's  sentimentality,  eye 
for  detail  and  compassionate  anger  all 
remind  me  of  some  of  the  equally  affec- 
ting stories  of  Katherine  Mansfield.  His 
other  story  here,  "Switchboard,"  about 
a  gay  phone-in  line,  and  Peter  Robins's 
"Blind  Date"  both  have  great  "twist" 
endings  that  O  Henry  or  Saki  would 
have  liked. 

David  Rees's  "One  of  the  Risks" 
conveys  the  atmosphere  of  mundane 
menace  as  a  hunky  pick-up  turns  out  to 
be  after  something  other  than  sex. 
DuMont  Howard's  "Coda"  gives  an 
insightful  look  into  a  changing  relation- 
ship as  a  woman  is  confronted  with  her 
fiance's  discovery  of  his  gayness. 

Not  all  the  stories  are  as  successful. 
Barry  Nonweiler's  "Becalmed"  is  about 
an  excursion  into  the  bush  by  a  self- 
conscious  white  man  and  his  elemental 
Maori  boyfriend.  They  pick  black- 
berries and  swim;  then,  lying  together, 
they  have  a  rather  stilted  discussion  all 
about  the  details  of  the  coming  "revolu- 
tion"! Rawiri,  the  young  Maori,  then 
confesses  his  fantasies  of  "powerful" 
men  which  he  knows  are  "shit"  he  says, 
but  which  he  also  knows  are  "just  a  key 
part  of  the  structure  of  our  oppres- 
sion." Amazingly,  after  the  conscious- 
ness-raising, his  friend  is  still  awake. 
Perhaps  the  sandflies  are  biting. 

In  "The  Door  Into  the  Rose-Gar- 
den,"  Nonweiler's  second  story,  we  are 
supposed  to  empathize  with  Nick,  the 
politically  active  protagonist,  and  share 
his  contempt  for  his  "disco  queen" 
room-mate  (apparently  the  English 


housing  situation  is  so  bad  that  they 
must  put  up  with  each  other)  and  the 
sexist  Cypriot  cook  he  works  with,  and 
to  cheer  his  "belief  in  a  world  of  inti- 
mate human  relationships  rooted  in 
compassion  and  care,  in  sharing  and 
creativity,"  though  Nick  himself  dem- 
onstrates none  of  these  qualities.  At  the 
end  of  the  story,  a  black  man  says 
"Goodnight"  to  him  "with  a  kind  of 
decent  wishful  sincerity...  one  word... 
to  seal  a  new  era,  a  new  realization  that 
dreams  might  become  hopes";  in  an 
instant  they  find  themselves  "knowing 
all  one  another's  wants  and  lost  hopes 
for  the  world...  looking  unafraid  into 
one  another's  eyes,"  etc,  etc. 

Once  again,  it  is  a  black  man  whose 
romance  magically  transforms  the 
pinched,  doctrinaire  sourpuss  (a  victim 
of  "capitalism")  into  a  candidate  for 
gay  sainthood.  There  is  political  rhet- 
oric here,  but  little  political  insight,  and 
romantic  fantasies  of  an  idyllic  life  with 
a  Noble  Savage  are  an  unconvincing 
and  condescending  substitute.  Like 
Everton's  "Chrysalis,"  the  story  ends 
with  the  promise  of  escape,  but  the  less 
realistic  piece  is  the  more  convincing. 

Martin  Haven's  well-written 
"Cabaret"  is  another  wish-fulfillment 
tale  of  an  unpleasant  fellow.  This  one's 
brow-beaten  room-mate  (another  mis- 
match!) eventually  goes  off  with  a 
radical  young  queen,  leaving  Mr  Nasty 
to  walk  home  in  the  rain.  Lesbians  and 
radical  faggots  are  sympathized  with 
here,  but  not  the  fat  female  imperson- 
ator they  heckle  and  humiliate.  Like  the 
activist  in  Nonweiler's  "The  Door  Into 
the  Rose-Garden"  and  his  black  pick- 
up, the  good  guys  here  exit  hugging 
each  other  and  laughing,  leaving  the  rest 
of  the  world  to  sneer  and  spit  its 
pustulant  resentment. 

The  one  story  that  seems  thoroughly 
out  of  place,  though,  is  Alan  Wake- 
man's  "Alone  in  the  House,"  a  feminist 
tract  in  the  form  of  a  monologue  by  a 
little  boy  wandering  through  his  par- 
ents' home.  Current  feminist  cliches  are 
reassembled  into  short  sentences  for  this 
politically  correct  toddler  to  utter:  Why 
does  Mummy  wear  the  make-up  and 
high  heels  she  hates?  "I  don't  think 
Mummy  likes  her  real  body."  And  why 
are  Mummy  and  Daddy  always  fight- 
ing? "I  think  Mummy  wishes  she  could 
go  to  work  every  day."  And  so  on.  This 
twaddle  is  doubly  insulting.  First,  we 
are  asked  to  pay  respectful  attention  to 
it  (Mummy,  apparently,  could  be  a  pub- 
lished photographer  if  she  would  stop 
cooking  Daddy's  dinners!)  and  second, 
we  are  expected  to  believe  that  a  small 
child  would  be  preposterous  enough  to 
dream  it  up.  The  tale  ends  in  a  melodra- 
matic farce  as  unliberated  Mummy  buys 
a  tiny  little  gun  and  blows  her  tiny  little 
brains  out.  There  may  be  a  place  for  fic- 
tion like  this,  but  it  is  not  in  this  other- 
wise engaging  collection. 

The  prevailing  mode  of  these  stories 
is  that  of  the  realistic  narrative;  indeed, 
many  of  the  stories  have  such  an  even- 
ness of  tone  and  texture  that  they  could 
almost  be  by  the  same  author.  Of  the  1 3 
writers,  all  but  two  are  English,  and  the 
workers'  cafes,  the  seedy  clubs,  the 
rain,  the  cramped  flats  shared  with 
unsuitable  flatmates,  all  convey  a  rather 
doleful  urban  English  background.  And 
continued  on  page  30 
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Music 


D  Hamburger  Patti  and  the  Helpers. 

Toronto  rock  band  featuring  Sherri 
Shute.  Mon  and  Tues,  June  29  to  30  at 
Horseshoe  Tavern,  368  Queen  St  W. 
Info:  368-0838.  Week  of  July  20  at  El 
Mocambo  downstairs,  464  Spadina 
Ave. Info:  961-2558. 
7  Gang  of  Four.  Power  pop  British 
group  with  political  content.  Tentative: 
opening  by  TBA.  Concert  Hall  (Mason- 
ic Temple),  Yonge  St  at  Davenport  Rd. 
Mon,  July  1,  9  pm.  Tickets  through 
BASS. 

Jam  Down  81.  Reggae  Festival.  Leads 
Leroy  Sibbles,  Ital  Groove  and  Truth 
and  Rights  plus  others.  Concert  Hall 
(Masonic  Temple).  Sat,  July  4,  9  pm. 
Tickets  through  BASS. 

Mama  Quilla  II.  Popular  women's 
rock  band  featuring  lead  singer  Lor- 
raine Segatto.  Thurs,  July  9  through 
Sat,  July  1 1  at  Hotel  Isabella,  556  Sher- 
bourneSt.  Info:  921-4167. 
DCIeo  Laine.  The  extraordinary  British 
singer  appears  with  John  Dankworth. 
July  10,  8  pm;  July  11,  6:30  and 
9:30  pm;  July  12,  8  pm.  Hamilton 
Place,  Hamilton.  525-5151  (Hamilton) 
or  1-800-263-7962  (Toll  Free  416  Area). 

□  Peter  Allen.  Las  Vegas-style  glitzy 
singer  who  calls  himself  "bi-coastal." 
Liza  Minnelli's  ex.  Ontario  Place 
Forum,  3  and  8:30  pm,  July  li.  Info: 
965-7711. 

□  Psychadelic  Furs.  Androgynous  rock 
'n'  roll  group  from  Britain.  Wed, 

July  15  at  El  Mocambo.  Tickets 
through  BASS. 

D  Helen  Reddy.  The  Austalian  singer  of 
"I  Am  Woman"  fame  in  concert. 
July  18,  6:30  and  9:30  pm.  Hamilton 


Place,  Hamilton.  525-5151  (Hamilton) 
or  1-800-263-7962  (Toll  Free  416  Area). 


Art 


DHeros  and  Friends.  Twenty  portrait 
drawings  by  Ted  Jackson.  Lipstick, 
second  floor,  580  Parliament  St. 
922-6655.  Info:  Ted  Jackson  922-3002. 
Through  July  3. 

DFIavio  Belli  Gallery.  British  artist 
Richard  Walker.  Original  screen  prints 
in  limited  editions  of  New  York  leather 
boys  and  New  York  City  architectural 
views.  Complete  portfolio  exclusively  at 
52  McCaul  St.  598-1368.  By  appoint- 
ment only.  Indefinite  closing  date. 

□  Jeff  Ferst.  Display  of  erotic  soft 
sculpture.  Buddy's,  370  Church  St. 
977-9955.  June  23  to  July  23. 

□  Artery.  Photography  of  Lorraine  C 
Parow  presents  Fashion  Synthesis. 
Limited  edition,  Cibachrome,  colour 
and  silver  prints.  Closing  reception  with 
artist  July  31  at  7:30  pm.  334  King  St  E 
at  Parliament.  Open  Tues-Sat  12-6  pm. 
Thurs  12-8  pm.  July  3  to  July  31. 

□  Artists  from  Quebec.  Drawings 
featuring  artists  Peter  Flimsch,  Sue 
Real,  D  Langlois,  L  Schalk.  Peter 
Flimsch  does  some  drawings  of  sen- 
suous male  nudes.  Sue  Real  lives  up  to 
her  name.  Gadatsky  Gallery,  112  York- 
ville.  Info:  925-2573.  July  25  to  Aug  20. 
DColour  Xerox  Show.  Kelly  McCallum 
and  Tracy  Douglas.  Community  Gal- 
lery, Harbourfront.  869-8446.  July  29 
to  Aug  9. 

□  Terminal  Building.  An  artistic  Irish 
wake  for  a  building  slated  for  demoli- 
tion. With  Paul  Campbell,  General 
Idea,  Rae  Johnson,  Wendy  Knox-Leet, 
Chrisanne  Stathacos.  Clocktower 

Bldg,  Bathurst  and  King.  In- 
fo: 595-0790.  July.  Tentative. 


For  sun  and  sand,  why  leave  town?  Take  the  Hanlan  's  Point  ferry  from  the  Bay  St 
docks  ($1  return)  and  walk  south  across  the  west  end  of  Toronto  Island  to  find  the 
paths  (bushes  on  the  left,  sand  on  the  right)  leading  to  the  gay  end  of  Hanlan 's 
Point  beach.  Well  populated  anytime  and  packed  on  weekends.  Or  try  Kew  Beach 
in  the  East  End.  Follow  the  boardwalk  which  parallels  Queen  St  on  the  south 
(grass  on  the  left,  sand  on  the  right).  The  best  territory  lies  west  of  the  changing 
house  and  east  of  Greenwood  Racetrack.  And  a  note  of  caution:  mounted  cops 
patrol  the  beaches  every  summer. 


Stage 


DTamara.  A  fascinating  exercise  in 
theatre,  in  which  the  audience  follows 
whichever  of  the  ten  characters  it  wants 
to  through  historic  Stachan  House. 
Lesbianism  is  one  of  the  underlying 
themes  of  the  play.  Reviewed  this  issue. 
Strachan  House,  Trinity  Bellwoods 
Park,  790  Queen  St  W.  Tues-Sun 
8:30  pm.  Sun  matinee  2:30  pm. 
363-6401.  Through  June  28. 
DLet  My  People  Come.  A  musical 
about  sex,  including  some  lesbian  and 
gay  material.  Reviewed  this  issue.  Basin 
St  Cabaret,  180  Queen  St  W.  598-3013. 


Through  July  19,  with  a  possible 
extension. 

DA  Chorus  Line.  The  long-running 
Broadway  musical  returns  to  Toronto 
for  a  third  run.  O'Keefe  Centre. 
698-2626.  August  1 1  to  29. 
DThe  Club.  Eve  Merriam's  spoof  of  an 
Edwardian  gentlemen's  club  in  which  all 
the  characters  are  played  by  women. 
Part  entertaining  music  hall,  part  savage 
attack  on  male  chauvinism.  Harbour- 
front,  235  Queen's  Quay  W.  869-8412. 
8:30  pm,  August  19  to  22. 
DSt  Joan.  George  Bernard  Shaw's  wit- 
ty retelling  of  the  Joan  of  Arc  story  is 
influenced  in  part  by  the  author's 
feminist  beliefs.  In  repertory  with  other 
productions  at  the  Shaw  Festival, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.  468-3201  (Toron- 
to line).  Through  October. 


Cinema 


Current: 

DCity  of  Women.  Dir:  Federico  Fellini. 
With  Marcello  Mastroianni  and  Anna 
Prucnal.  Cumberland  Four.  964-5949. 
DLa  Cage  aux  folles.  Dir:  Edouard 
Molinaro.  With  Ugo  Tognazzi  and 
Michel  Serrault.  Uptown  3.  922-3113. 
DLa  Cage  aux  folles  II.  Also  with  Ugo  < 
Tognazzi  and  Michel  Serrault. 
Cumberland  Four.  964-5949. 
DLes  bons  debarras.  Dir:  Francis 
Mankiewicz.  With  Charlotte  Laurier, 
Marie  Tifo.  Cineplex,  Eaton  Centre. 
593-4535.  Also  at  Harbourfront 
7:30  pm,  Tues  June  30  (869-8412)  and 
Bloor  Cinema  7  pm,  Tues,  July  14 
(532-6677). 

DThe  Last  Metro.  Dir:  Francois  Truf- 
faut.  With  Catherine  Deneuve,  Gerard 
Depardieu.  Cumberland  Four. 
964-5949. 

Repertory: 

DThe  Handyman  (I, 'Homme  a  tout 
faire).  Dir:  Micheline  Lanctdt.  Film 
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about  a  man  who  stumbles  from  one 
relationship  to  another.  He  wants 
love,  the  women  want  sex.  Marcel 
Sabourin  plays  a  morose,  middle- 
aged  ga"y  character  with  a  crush  on 
uninteresting  hero,  his  roommate. 
The  Fox  Repertory  Cinema,  2236 
Queen  St  E.  Fri,  June  26.  691-7330. 

□The  Ritz.  Dir:  Richard  Lester.  With 
Rita  Moreno  and  Jack  Weston.  A  gay 
steambath  is  the  setting  for  an  offbeat 
comedy  of  mistaken  identities.  MCC 
Movie  Night.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 
Sat,  June  27.  532-2333. 

□  Pourquoi  Pas?  Dir:  Coline  Serreau. 
Light  comedy  about  bisexual  love  tri- 
angle. A  unique  gay  film:  succeeding  in 
spurning  traditional  family  structure, 
characters  never  become  suicidal  or 
alcoholic.  No  revelations,  just  relief. 
Harbourfront,  7:30  pm.  Sun,  July  19. 
869-8412. 

□Women  in  Love.  Dir:  Ken  Russell. 
With  Glenda  Jackson,  Alan  Bates. 
Intense  examination  of  male  bonding 
and  sexual  repression,  tribalism  and 
ritual  in  Edwardian  England.  Deftly 
acted  and  directed  with  a  sophisticated 
sensuality  rare  in  Russell's  later  work. 
Harbourfront,  7:30  pm.  Tues,  July  21. 
869-8412. 

□  Sunday  Bloody  Sunday.  Dir:  John 
Schlesinger.  With  Murray  Head,  Glenda 
Jackson.  A  solid  understated  script 
overrides  the  sentimental  direction  as  it 
tells  of  failed  lines  of  communication  in 
the  relationship  between  a  young  man 


and  his  two  lovers:  a  woman  and  an 
older  man.  Harbourfront,  9:30  pm. 
Tues,  July  21.  869-8412. 
□  If...  Dir:  Lindsay  Anderson.  With 
Malcolm  McDowell,  David  Wood. 
Students'  rebellion  in  a  repressive 
British  private  school.  Among  the  rebels 
are  two  gay  men  who  add  to  the  film  a 
strong,  pre-Stonewall  plea  for  sexual 
freedom.  Bloor  Cinema,  7:00  pm.  Sat 
July  25.  532-6677. 
□Death  in  Venice.  Dir:  Luchino 
Visconti.  With  Dirk  Bogarde.  A  man's 
obsession  with  beauty  and  perfection  is 
personified  by  his  pursuit  of  a  young 
boy.  Bloor  Cinema,  9:30  pm.  Mon, 
Aug  3.  532-6677. 


Restaurants/Cafes 

□Crispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Empire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Restaurant  and  after-hours  cafe\ 
□Fare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924.  Small 
neighbourhood  cafe. 

□Hugo's.  9  Imperial  St  (one  block  north  of 
Oavisville  subway  stop).  487-9233.  Medium-priced 
French  restaurant. 

□Neighbours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Lipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-665.  Caf6-bar 
with  informal  dining. 

□Pimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525.  English 
bistro  with  dinner  menu. 


Bars 


□The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Leather  and 

western,  casual  stand-up  bar  and  disco. 

□Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St. 

977-9955.  Casual  stand-up  bar. 

□Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licensed 

private  dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

□Dudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 

Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136.  Small  stand-up  and 

after-hours  bar  and  restaurant. 

□18  East.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040.  Leather  and 

denim  tavern,  restaurant  and  hotel. 

□Katrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  922-4118.  Mixed 

restaurant  and  bar  with  live  entertainment. 

□Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844.  Bar, 

dining  room  and  men's  beverage  room. 

□The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641   Bar,  dining 

room  and  upstairs  disco. 

□Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St,  977-4702.  Piano 

bar  popular  with  older  men. 

□St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517. 

City's  landmark  straight-owned  gay  bar. 

New  this  issue: 

□Eve's  (formerly  DeJaVu).  336  Pape  Ave, 
463-1101.  Dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only, 
8  pm-3  am  (licensed  to  1  am).  Disco,  cash  bar, 
snack  menu,  pool  table.  Open  for  late-night  snacks 
and  coffee. 


Baths 


□The  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  121/2  Elm  St 
(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St,  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard St).  977-5997.  Open  24  hours. 

□The  Barracks.  56  WidmerSt.  366-1292.  Leather 
and  denim.  Open  6  pm  to  10  am  during  week  and 
24  hours  on  weekend. 

□The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  Open  24 
hours. 


Toronto's  three  gay  and  lesbian  soft- 
ball  leagues  will  be  slugging  it  out 
again  this  summer  in  Riverdale. 

The  Lesbian  Softball  Teams  meet 
Tuesday  evenings  at  7  pm  in  River- 
dale  Park  and  constitute  the  most 
informal  of  the  three  leagues.  More 
info  from  llona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

The  Riverdale  Softball  League  has 
regular  weekend  games  —  Saturday 
and  Sunday  from  10  am  to  2  pm  —  in 
Withrow  Park,  between  Logan  and 
Carlaw  in  Riverdale.  Further  info 
from  John  at  924-4738. 

The  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League,  with  150  players  in  10 
teams,  plays  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
from  2  pmto6  pm  on  the  diamond 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  Riverdale 
Park,  south  of  the  swimming  pool, 
just  off  Broadview  Ave.  Call  Jack  at 
922- 1841  or  Dave  at  922-594 1 . 

The  CGSL  will  be  hosting  the  Fifth 
Annual  Gay  Softball  World  Series 
from  August  30  to  September  5.  The 
Series  opens  on  the  Riverdale  dia- 
mond August  30.  A  showboat  cruise 
on  the  Caledonia,  with  dinner,  bar, 
entertainment  and  dancing  for  600, 
is  scheduled  for  September  1.  And  a 
banquet  for  800  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
downtown  will  mark  the  closing  day 
of  the  Series,  September  5. 


□Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 

598-2110.  Open  24  hours. 


Discos 


□Charly's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-5517.  Men  only.  Fri 
and  Sat  10  pm  to  3:30  am. 
□Manatee.  11A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898.  Men  on- 
ly. Fri,  Sat  and  Sun. 

□Stages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492.  Mixed.  Fri,  Sat 
and  Sun. 


Social/political  action 

□Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE).  730 

Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 

□Came  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248. 

Stn  A,  M5W  1P6.  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over 

40 

□Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box 

822,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G3.  533-6824.  Toronto  office: 
730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 
□Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box 
608,  Stn  K,  M4P2H1.  925-6729. 
□Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG).  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  533-6824. 

□Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Cana- 
dian Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box 

281,  Stn  A,  Rexdale,  ON  M9W  5L3.  741-7223. 
Info  on  public  speakers:  537-8421 . 
□Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Drawer  R999,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
□Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box 
2212,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  869-3036.  Fund-raising 
organization  for  gay  and  lesbian  community  pro- 
jects. 

□Gay  Community  Choir,  c/o  Peter  Schaffter, 
346  Jarvis  St,  Apt  1 ,  M4Y  2G6.  929-9251 . 
□Gay  Community  Dance  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  Organizes  monthly  commu- 
nity dances. 

□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4.  532-2333  or  967-0430. 
□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Box  793,  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7.  463-3862.  Organizes  courses  in  self- 
defence. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  533-2867.  Phone  counselling:  Mon, 
Fri,  Sat  7  pm-10:30  pm. 
□Gays  and  Lesbians  Against  the  Right 
Everywhere  (GLARE).  Box  793.  Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7. 
□Gays  at  University  of  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o 
SAC  Office,  1 2  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of 
Toronto,  M5S  1A1.  978-4911.  Meets  during 
academic  year  Sept-May. 
□GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62. 
Brampton,  ON  L6V  2K7.  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians.  Gayline 
West:  274-5068. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto. 
Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2.  961-7338. 
□Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38. 
Stn  E,  M6H  4E1.  465-6822. 
□New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box 
792.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N7.  964-1049 
□Our  True  Colours.  Box  409.  620  Richmond  St  W. 
M5V  1 Y9.  Collective  of  gay  and  lesbian  artists 
□Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International  100 
MaitlandSt.  No  506.  M4Y  1E2  Toronto  chapter 
Info:  June  Tattle  at  961-3415 

Potluck  Suppers.  Box  6771.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X5 
Lesbian  social  group  Info  llona  Laney  at 
368-0355 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4  Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested 
under  bawdyhouse  laws  Cheques  or  charges 
payable  to  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  tor  RTPC  Into 
977-6320  or  92 1-6044 

RTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol  /30  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Volunteers  welcome  Into  leave 
message  for  Dennis  at  977-6320 

continued  on  page  36 
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Wed/ 'June  24 


□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  519 

Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  of  informa- 
tion and  debate  of  controversial  issues.  TAG 
will  make  a  short  presentation  about  services 
they  offer  gay  community.  Suggested  topic: 
role  of  civil  disobedience  in  struggle  for  gay 
rights.  Representatives  from  all  gay  and  les- 
bian groups  encouraged  to  attend. 

Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting  at 
Centre  for  Affirmation  and  Dialogue,  507 
Queen  St  E,  7:30  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/June  25  1 

□  Strange  Bedfellows:  Lesbians,  Gays  and 
the  Left.  Forum  sponsored  by  Marxist  Insti- 
tute. Speakers:  Tim  McCaskell  (The  Body 
Politic),  Amy  Gottlieb  (IWDC)  and  Gary 
Kinsman  (GLARE).  519  Church  St  Commu- 
nity Centre,  8  pm.  Info:  534-6672. 


Fri/June  26 


_Gays  in  Health  Care.  General  meeting. 
Info:  363-3694  (Randy)  or  929-5901  (Lorna). 
DTAG  Friday  Night  Group.  Evening  of  dis- 
cussion for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Com- 
ing out  group,  open  discussion  group, 
women's  only  group  and  special  topic  group 
meet  simultaneously.  Discussion  topic: 
straight  friends.  Info:  964-6600. 

The  Handyman  (I  'Homme  a  tout  faire). 
See  Cinema. 


Sat/June  27 


□  Provincial  Conference.  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario.  Trinity  College  Buttery, 
Gerald  Larkin  Bldg,  15  Devonshire  Place, 
11  am-5  pm.  1 1-1 1:30  am:  Reports  from 
chairperson  and  treasurer.  11:30-12:30  pm: 
Cold  lunch  in  Buttery.  12:30-2  pm: 
Workshop  on  grassroots  organizing. 
2-2:30  pm:  Poetry  reading  by  Suniti  Namjo- 
shi.  3:15-4:15  pm:  Workshop  on  developing 
resources.  4:30-5  pm:  Elections  and  conclu- 
sion. Coffee  evening  for  women  at  66  Henry 
St:  8-11  pm.  Daycare  available,  wheelchair 
accessible,  billeting.  Registration:  $14  (in- 
cludes both  days  and  ticket  to  GCDC  Dance 
at  St  Lawrence  Market).  Info:  533-6824. 

Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 

□  Audience.  Part  One:  Gertrude  Stein  and 
her  influence  on  music,  literature  and  film  of 
twentieth  century.  Host:  Stan  Peters.  7  pm. 
CBC  Radio. 


□  Summer  Days.  Gay  Community  Dance 
Committee  fundraising  dance.  St  Lawrence 
Market  North,  9  pm-2  am.  Licensed.  Coop- 
eratively-organized dance  with  proceeds  go- 
ing directly  to  participating  groups:  RTPC, 
MCC,  TAG,  GCCT,  GLOW,  GCA,  CGRO. 
Tickets  ($5)  available  from  Buddy's,  Dudes, 
18  East,  Lipstick,  Empire  Diner,  Glad  Day 
Books  and  participating  groups  or  at  door 
($6). 

□  MCC  Movie  Night.  The  Ritz.  See  Cinema. 


Sun/ June  28 


□  Cycling  with  Out  and  Out  Club.  Cycling 
trip  in  town,  through  Don  Valley  to  Wilket 
Creek  Park  and  Sunnybrook  Park.  SE 
through  Taylor  Creek  Park  to  Dawes  Rd  and 
back  downtown.  Meet  at  10  am  in  front  of 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre  with  bike 
and  lunch.  Back  about  4  pm. 

□  Steering  Committee  Meeting.  CGRO 
Provincial  Conference.  South  Dining  Room 
of  Hart  House,  U  of  T  campus,  1-5  pm. 
Info:  533-6824. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day.  Grange  Park. 
See  box  page  33. 

DHot.  T- Dance  at  Buddy's.  A  Cabbagetown 
Group  Softball  League  event  sponsored  by 
Mes  Petits  Choux,  2-7  pm.  Hot  music,  dan- 
cing, door  prizes.  $1  donation.  Special  din- 
ner offered  at  Crispin's. 

□  Dignity  /Toronto.  Worship  followed  by 
discussion  meeting.  Speaker:  Wilf  Race  on 
handicapped  gays.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Info: 
960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Dinner  at  6  pm, 
singspiration  at  7:10,  worship  at  7:30  and 
fellowship  following.  730  Bathurst  St. 


M on/June  29 


□Trial  of  Feb  20  Demonstrator.  Continuing 
defence  of  Jimmy  Chemerika,  accused  of 
assaulting  a  police  officer.  Includes  question- 
ing of  undercover  cops  present  during  demo 
and  march.  Defence  lawyer  Suzie  Scott 
before  Provincial  Com*  Judge  June  Bern- 
hard.  Ctrm  34,  Old  City  Hall,  9:30  am.  Con- 
tinuing on  June  30. 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting  of 
support  and  consciousness-raising  group  for 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778. 

□  Hamburger  Patti  and  the  Helpers.  See 
Music. 


Tues/June  30 


□  Teacher/keeper  Trial.  Third  day  of  trial  of 
Don  Franco,  accused  of  keeping  a  common 
bawdyhousein  own  home.  Defence  counsel 
Clayton  Ruby  before  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Maurice  Charles,  Old  City  Hall.  Call  TBPaX 
977-6320  for  ctrm  info.  Supporters  urged  to 
attend. 

□  Parents  of  Gays  —  Centre  for  Affirmation 
and  Dialogue.  Weekly  meeting.  507  Queen 
St  E,  7:30  pm.  Info:  363-2662. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Coffee  house.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Les  bons  debarras.  See  Cinema. 
□Couples  Group  —  Centre  for  Affirmation 
and  Dialogue.  Discussion  and  support 
group.  Singles  welcome.  507  Queen  St  E, 

8  pm.  Info:  363-2662. 
□Canada  Day  Dance.  Benefit  at  Charly's 
Disco.  10  pm-3  am.  Women  welcome.  Pro- 
ceeds from  door  to  RTPC  and  TBP  Free  the 
Press  Fund.  $5  admission. 

Wed/July  1 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Hike.  On  Bruce  Trail, 
Grimsby  area.  Meet  at  10  am  at  exit  doors  of 
southern  exit  of  York  Mills  subway  stop. 
Bring  lunch.  Transportation  provided. 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

□  Gang  of  Four.  See  Music. 


Thurs/July2 


□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 
□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Regular  meeting, 
6:30  pm.  Topic:  Gay  Fathers'  Book  —  a  last 
look  before  we  print.  Info  on  location: 
532-2333  or  967-0430. 


Fri/July3 

□  Fireweed  Benefit  Dance.  Summer  night  of 
music  and  word.  Moonlight  on  water,  warm 
summer  breeze,  dancing  in  a  40s  ballroom. 
Echoes  of  big  bands  fade  to  sounds  of  Mama 
Quilla  II  and  TBA.  Everyone  welcome. 
Palais  Royale  (1601  Lakeshore  Blvd)  at 

8  pm.  Tickets  $7  in  advance  from  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  and  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 
or  $8  at  door. 

Sat/July  4 

□  Evening  of  Music,  Dance  and  Drama. 

Presented  by  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Benefit 
performance  for  Right  to  Privacy  Commit- 
tee, 519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  $3  at  door. 

□  Jam  Down  81.  See  Music. 

Sun/ July  5 

□  Lesbian  Pot-Luck  Supper.  6  pm  in  private 
residence.  Info:  Ilona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Singspiration  at 
7:10  pm,  worship  at  7:30  pm  and  fellowship 
following.  730  Bathurst. 


M on/ July  6 


□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

Tues/July  7 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  meeting: 
theatre  arts  exercises.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 

□  Spearhead  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social 
event  at  18  East. 

Wed/July  8 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St»  8  pm. 

□  Our  True  Colours.  Gay  and  lesbian  artists 
group.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  8 
pm. 

Thurs/July  9 

□Auditions  for  "Ripe  Tomatoes."  Want  to 

perform  and  enjoy  being  positive  about  be- 
ing gay?  Ripe  Tomatoes,  a  musical  celebra- 
tion of  gay  and  lesbian  spirit  directed  by  Jim 
Saar,  is  looking  for  dancers,  singers,  actors, 
musicians,  acrobats,  comedians,  rehearsal 
pianists,  stagehands,  costume  and  sound 
and  lighting  personnel.  Rehearsals  3  or  4 
times  a  week  beginning  Aug  4.  Perfor- 
mances: Sept  10,  11,  12.  To  audition  call 
869-3036  and  leave  name,  number  and  talent 
category.  Sponsored  by  Gay  Community 
Appeal  of  Toronto. 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Pub  night  in  the 
quadrangle  of  Hart  House,  University  of 
Toronto,  8  pm.  Look  for  the  pink  triangles. 

□  Mama  Quilla  II.  Through  Sat,  July  1 1 . 
See  Music. 

Fri/July  10 

□  Auditions  for  "Ripe  Tomatoes."  See 

July  9. 

□  April  Kassirer  in  Concert.  Innis  College 
Town  Hall,  8  pm.  Also  appearing:  Linda 
Ryan-Nye,  Sharon  and  Fran.  Childcare 
available,  wheelchair  accessible,  interpreted 
for  hearing  impaired.  Tickets  $4  in  advance 
from  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  or  $5  at 
door.  Info:  532-7963. 

□Cleo  Laine.  See  Music. 

Sat/July  11 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 

□  Auditions  for  "Ripe  Tomatoes."  See 
July  9. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club.  Two  day  hike  on  Bruce 
Trail  in  Bruce  Peninsula  with  camp-over  at 
Cypress  Lake  Provincial  Park.  Reservations 
by  July  6.  Members  only. 


□  Summer  Benefit  Dance.  Toronto  Rape 
Crisis  Centre.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  8  pm-1  am.  Licensed.  Women  only. 
Childcare  provided  with  advance  notice.  $4 
or  what  you  can  afford  at  door.  Info: 
964-7477. 

□  Peter  Allen.  See  Music. 

□  MCC  Dance.  730  Bathurst  St,  9  pm-1  am. 
Licensed. 

Sun/July  12 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In.  Social  gathering  for 
women.  Centre  for  Affirmation  and 
Dialogue,  507  Queen  St  E,  2-6  pm.  Orga- 
nized by  LOOT.  Info:  960-3249. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  Topic:  Catholic  celebration  of  the 
Glorious  12th  —  our  divided  past,  our 
religious  future.  See  June  28. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

Mon/July  13 

□  Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  General  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-091 1. 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  921-6044. 

Tues/July  14 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Annual  Meeting.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□  Les  bons  debarras.  See  Cinema. 

□  Integrity.  Holy  Eucharist  in  nave  of  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Guest 
preacher:  Rev  Victoria  Matthews,  assistant 
priest  at  St  Andrew's  Church,  Scarborough. 
Short  rap  group  and  fellowship.  All 
welcome. 

Wed/July  15    m\ 

□Psychedelic  Furs.  See  Music. 
□Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 
□Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

Thurs/July  16 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing. 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

□Lanyard  Bar  Night.  Another  fun  evening 
at  18  East. 

Fri/July  17 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  6:30  pm.  Discus- 
sion topic:  Children  —  the  growing-up  prob- 
lems. Info  on  location:  532-2333  or 
967-0430. 

□  Showdown  81.  Lanyard  run.  Beginning  of 
full  weekend  of  events  centred  at  18  East. 

Sat/July  18 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Pot-Luck  Picnic. 

Toronto  Islands.  Meet  at  ferry  docks  at 

10  am.  Members  only. 

□  MCC  Annual  Picnic.  Heart  Lake  at  1  pm. 
Swimming,  games,  food  provided  at  minimal 
cost.  Info:  532-2333. 

□  Showdown  81.  Lanyard  brunch  and  bar 
afternoon  at  18  East.  Cocktail  hour,  dinner 
and  play  at  730  Bathurst  St.  From  7  to 

11  pm. 

□  Helen  Reddy.  See  Music. 

Sun/July  19 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto  Annual  Picnic. 
Hanlan's  Point.  Meet  at  ferry  docks  at 
noon.  Games  and  prizes.  Rain  date  of 
July  26. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Regular  meeting.  New  participants 
welcome.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm.  Info:  533-6824. 

□  Showdown  81.  Lanyard  brunch  and  bar 
afternoon  at  18  East. 
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□  Lesbian  Pot-Luck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info: 
Ilona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Eighth 
anniversary  service.  See  July  5. 
DPourquois  Pas?  See  Cinema. 

M on/ July  20 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

□  Hamburger  Patti  and  the  Helpers.  See 

Music. 

Tues/July21 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

DGay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 
.□Gay  Youth  Toronto  History  Night.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Women  in  Love  and  Sunday  Bloody 
Sunday.  See  Cinema. 

Wed/July  22 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Our  True  Colours.  Artists'  group.  Regular 
meeting.  See  July  8. 

Thurs/July23 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

□Trident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East.  -     ., 

Sat/ July  25 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Hike.  Osier  Bluff  In 
Collingwood  area.  Leave  at  9  am  from  exit 
doors  of  southern  exit  of  York  Mills  subway 
Stop.  Bring  lunch  and  rain  gear.  Back 
around  6  pm. 

□Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 

2  pm.  j&ffli 

□Integrity/Dignity  Open- Air  Liturgy  and 
Picnic.  Toronto  Islands,  2  pm.  Special  wel- 
come to  other  gay  Christian  groups.  Info: 
961-1707  or  487-7406  (before  9). 
□If,  See  Cinema. 

Sun/July  26 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  LOOT  Lesbian  Drop-In.  Jackie  Yeomans 
of  WRECC  talks  about  choosing  a  therapist. 
4  pm.  See  July  12. 

M on/July  27 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

□Gay  est  seminar.  Forum  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  and  straight  friends  who  want  to 
know  more  about  est  training.  Includes 
panel  of  3  gay  people  who've  gone  through 
training.  Toronto  est  Centre,  1  Yorkdale 
Place,  Suite  204  (Yorkdale  subway), 
7:30-10:30  pm.  Next  Toronto  training:  Aug 
29-30  and  Sept  5-6.  Info:  Terry  at  789-0547. 
All  welcome. 


Tues/July28 


□  Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Movie  Night.  Info  on 
films:  533-2867. 

□  Integrity.  Evening  prayer  (said  informally 
with  short  meditation)  in  nave  of  Holy  Trini- 
ty Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Programme: 
"Gay  Ethics?"  Part  2  of  Pittenger  tape.  All 
welcome. 

Wed/July  29 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

Thurs/July30 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 


□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  6:30  pm.  Discus- 
sion topic:  Our  lives  —  where  are  we?  Info 
on  location:  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

Fri/July31 

□  Four-Day  Canoeing  Trip.  Out  and  Out 

Club.  Algonquin  Provincial  Park.  Leave  Fri 
8:30  am  from  York  Mills  subway  stop. 
Reservation  plus  $75  deposit  by  July  17. 
Limited  to  10.  Members  only. 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Discussion  Group. 
Topic:  Alcohol  and  gay  society.  See  June  26. 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  General  meeting. 
Info:  363-3694  (Randy)  or  929-5901  (Lorna). 

Sat/Aug1  1 

□  Gay  Parents  Weekend.  Sponsored  by 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International. 
Resource  weekend  of  discussion  and  ideas. 
Participants  from  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Info: 
June  Tattle  at  961-3415.  Continues  on 
Sunday,  Aug  2. 

Sun/Aug  2  % 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

Mon/Aug3   ,-    illlili 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 

See  June  29. 

□Death  in  Veniee.  See  Cinema. 

Tues/Aug  4 

□Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 
□Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Outdoor  sports  night. 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 

Wed/Aug  5 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

□Our  True  Colours.  Artists'  group.  Regular 
meeting.  See  July  8. 

Thurs/Aug  6 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 


Sat/Aug  8 


□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 

Sun/Aug  9 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Lesbian  Pot-Luck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info: 
Ilona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  LOOT  Lesbian  Drop-In.  2-6  pm.  See 
July  12. 

Mon/Aug  10 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  921-6044. 

□  Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  General  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-091 1 . 

Tues/Aug  1 1 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 
□Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

□  A  Chorus  Line.  See  Stage. 

[  1  Integrity.  Holy  Communion  in  nave  of 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  8  pm.  Fellowship  hour. 
All  welcome. 


Wed/Aug  12 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Aug  13 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  6:30  pm.  Late 
summer  festival  and  garden  party.  Info  on 
location:  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

□  Lanyard  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event 
at  18  East. 


Fri/ Aug  14 

□  Out  and  Out  Canoeing  Trip.  Through 
Sunday.  Muskoka  area.  $40  deposit  due  by 
Aug  5.  Leave  8  pm  Fri  from  York  Mills  sub- 
way stop.  Limited  to  12.  Members  only. 

Sat/Aug  15 

□  GCDC  Dance.  The  Gay  Community 
Dance  Committee  is  hoping  to  hold  a  major 
dance  for  this  night,  but  as  we  go  to  press, 
details  haven't  been  finalized.  Info: 
923-GAYS. 

Sun/Aug  16 

□  Dignity /Toronto,  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Regular  meeting.  See  July  19. 

Mon/Aug  17  M 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

Tues/Aug  18 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 


Wed/Aug  19 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

□  Our  True  Colours.  Artists'  group.  Regular 
meeting.  See  July  8. 

□The  Club.  See  Stage. 

Thurs/Aug  20 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

□Trident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East. 

Sat/Aug  22 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 

□  Sociologists'  Gay  Caucus.  Series  of 
meetings  through  Thurs,  Aug  27  during  con- 
ference of  American  Sociological  Associa- 
tion. Park  Plaza  and  Four  Seasons  Sheraton 
Hotels.  Further  info:  Barry  D  Adam  at  (519) 
256-5643  before  Aug  24  or  Judith  Favia  at 
Park  Plaza  Hotel  after  Aug  22. 


Sun/Aug  23 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  LOOT  Lesbian  Drop-In.  2-6  pm.  See  July 
12. 

□  Lesbian  Pot-Luck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info: 
Ilona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  Out  and  Out  Cycling  Trip.  From  Hamilton 
to  Grimsby  along  Highway  25  (Ridge  Rd). 
Meet  in  front  of  Brewer's  Retail  opp  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre  at  10  pm. 
Bring  lunch. 


Mon/Aug  24 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 

□  New  Right  Offensives  Against  Gay 
People:  Canadian  Confrontations.  Panel  ses- 
sion sponsored  by  Sociologists'  Gay  Caucus 
in  conjunction  with  Society  for  the  Study  of 
Social  Problems  and  ASA.  Participants: 
George  Smith  (RTPC),  Chris  Bearchell  and 
Ed  Jackson  (TBP),  Jim  Monk  (CGRO)  and 
George  Hislop.  Plaza  Room,  Park  Plaza 
Hotel,  10:30  am. 

Tues/Aug  25 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
June  30. 

□  Gay  Couples  Group.  8  pm.  See  June  30. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Poetry  and  music 
night.  519ChurchSt  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Integrity.  Evening  prayer  (said  informally 
with  short  meditation).  See  Aug  1 1 . 

Wed/Aug  26 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
June  24. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Aug  27 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  July  2. 

Fri/Aug  28 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  General  meeting. 
Info:  363-3694  (Randy)  or  929-5901  (Lorna). 
□TAG  Friday  Night  Discussion  Group. 

Open  discussion.  See  June  26. 

Sun/Aug  30 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  June  28. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  July  5. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Hike.  On  Bruce  Trail 
from  Stoney  Creek  towards  Grimsby.  Meet 
at  9:30  am  at  exit  doors  of  southern  exit  of 
York  Mills  subway  stop.  Bring  lunch,  return 
by  6  pm. 

Mon/Aug  31 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  June  29. 


Want  to  get 
your  event  listed? 
Send  all  info  to: 
Out  in  the  City 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9    , 
or  phone  977-6320. 

Deadline  tor  the 
September  issue: 
Wednesday, 
August  12 

For  more  up-to-date  info, 
phone  923-GAYS 
weekly. 
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PRIAPE 

le  sex- shop  gai 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 
Montreal,  Que.  H2L2J5 

(514)  521-8451 


«  TUBE 


\Probably  the  best  masturbation  device  ever  invented. 
Feels  so  good  you'll  swear  it's  alive! 

$14.95  postage  included 


Mail  to; 


PRIAPE 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 
Montreal.  Que.  H2L2J5 

'514'  521-8451 


CASH,  CERTIFIED  CHEQUE,  MONEY-ORDER, 
VISA, OR  MASTERCARD. (include  your  card 
number,  expiry  date  and  signature.)  No  C.O.D. 

Name 

Address 

City 

Postal  code 


Does  it  pay  for  a  U.S.  company  to 
advertise  in  The  Body  Politic? 

My  best  offer.  HALF-PRICE! 
PIX 

(3x4"  to  5x8"  b&w  closeups)  of  high 
school  SWIMMERS  (in  swimsuits)  or 
WRESTLERS  (wrestling)  —  25/$5! 
Order  today!  Satisfaction  guaranteed! 

CLOSEOUT:  assorted  athletic  pix  —  50/$5! 

Lee  Wiegert  Jr. 

30327  Rhone  Drive  (BP) 

Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  California 

90274 

U.S.A. 

Prices  are  U.S.  dollars  —  please  send 
payment  in  the  form  of  a  money-order 
payable  in  U.S.  dollars.  Prices  include 
airmail  postage  and  handling.) 


montgomeru, 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt, 

Ontario,  Canada, 

M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or 

Mastercharge 

accepted 


YOU  DRAW  IT. 
WE  MAKE  IT! 


Illustrated  52  Page  catalogue  of 
Montgomery  Leathers  full  range 
of  products.  $3.50  +  75</  postage 
and  handling. 

(Refunded  on  1st  order  of  $35.00) 
Adults  only  —  must  state  legal  age. 


'Montreal 


THE 

HOTEL 

tflTH 

k 

ftlFrCI^CNCE 
L'AUBERGE 


SAUNA    T.  V.- SHOWERS 

•1070  MacKaySt  Montreal  PO  mx.?~. 
514  878  9393 


Canada 


9IFFCRCNCC 


LAU6ERGE 


SAUNA  TELE.- DOUCHES 

1070  Rue  MacKdy  Montreal  PO  too  ?mi 
514   678  9393 
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□Ryerson  Gay  Students,  c/o  SURPI.  Ryerson 
Polytechnical  Institute.  380  Victoria  St. 
M5B  1W7.  Meets  during  school  year  Sept-May. 
Spouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller.  260  Carlton 
St,  M5A  2L3.  967-0597. 

□York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf.  Box  671 , 

Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6. 

New  this  issue: 

□Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Drawer  C446, 
c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
An  inter-racial  support  group  for  men. 

□The  Women's  Group.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778.  Sup: 
port  and  discussion  group  for  lesbians.  Organized 
programme  of  weekly  meetings  of  consciousness- 
raising. 

Health/Social  Services 

□Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Answering  service, 
964-3962. 

□Gay  Community  Services  Centre.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  532-1826.  Phone  counselling,  info 
and  referral.  Mon-Thur:  7-10:30  pm.  Fri-Sat:  7-1 1 
pm. 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  Temporary 
location:  524  Bathurst  St.  921-5807.  Open  Tues 
and  Thurs  6:30-9:30  pm.  Messages  at  523-2333  at 
other  times.  Professional  counselling  clinic  for  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  of  drop  in. 
Volunteers  needed.  Mailing  address:  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4. 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor.  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 
ment. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm;  Tues,  Thurs,  10 
am-3  pm;  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  11  am-4  pm.  Call 
ahead.  VD  testing  at  baths:  Roman's,  Fri  from  9 
pm;  The  Backdoor,  every  second  Tues  from  9  pm; 
The  Club,  Wed  from  9  pm. 
□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT).  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  960-3249.  Phone-line:  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times. 
□RTPC  Support  Group.  Free  counselling  and  sup- 
port to  those  charged  in  bath  raids.  Info:  Eugene 
Schoentag  at  924-3282  or  967-0272. 
□Sex  Education  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus. 
□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:7pm-10:30pm. 

□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave, 
M4Y  1 K9.  Gay  youth  counselling  and  street  work. 


Professional 


□Association  of  Gay  Social  Service  Workers.  Box 

182,  Stn  0,  M4A  2N3. 

□Gay  Academic  Union.  275  Broadview  Ave,  No  47, 

M4M  3H5.  469-4244. 

□Gays  in  Hearth  Care.  Box  5712,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1N8.  363-3694  (Randy)  or  929-5901 

(Lorna).  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists. 

□Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  Box  923,  Stn  F, 

M4Y  2L8.  Info:  Terry  Phillips  at  486-5742. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2J6. 


Religious 


□Centre  for  Affirmation  and  Dialogue.  St  Philip 
House,  507  Queen  St  East,  M5A  1 V1 .  362-2662. 
Clerical  and  professional  counselling  services, 
lending  library,  space  for  meetings. 
□Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2. 
960-3997.  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 
friends. 

□Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9. 
961-1 707  or  487-7406  ( before  9  pm) .  Pastoral 
ministry  for  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Christian  church  with 
special  ministry  to  gay  community. 
□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box  626,  Stn  Q,  M4T  1L0. 


Sports 


DCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League 
(CGSL).  Box  42,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Y4.  Hosting  Fifth 
Annual  Gay  Softball  World  Series  Aug  30-Sept  5, 
1981 .  Opportunity  for  community  groups  to  get 
involved  in  international  gay  event.  Info:  Jack  at 
922-1841  or  Dave  at  922-5941. 
:  Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League. 


New  season:  September.  Info:  bulletin  boards  in 
Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The  Barn  or  Boots. 
□Out  and  Out  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Outdoor  and 
sporting  activities  for  gay  men.  Include  phone 
number  with  enquiry. 

□Riverdale  Softball  League,  c/o  John  William- 
son, 40  Isabella  St,  No  305,  M4Y  1N1.  924-4738. 

New  this  issue: 

□Women-Out-Doors.  Info:  Ellen  at  977-7670. 
Network  of  lesbians  active  in  outdoor  activities  and 
skill-sharing:  camping,  canoeing,  biking, 
orienteering  and  more. 

Publications/Information 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
□The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9.  977-6320.  Monthly. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2.  977-6320. 
□Gay  Community  Calendar.  923-GAYS. 
Twenty-four-hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events  in  Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  informa- 
tion listed  call  961-0720  between  7-10  pm  Monday 
evenings. 

□Glad  Day  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd 
floor,  M5Y  2A6.  961-4161.  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10 
am-6  pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am- 10  pm;  Sat.  10  am- 
6  pm. 

□Metro  Community  News.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Monthly. 

New  this  issue: 

□Rag  Magazine.  Box  1 5,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  "High  class  street  journal  of  sex,  art, 
drugs  and  violence."  Available  at  select  outlets  in 
Toronto,  New  York  and  elsewhere  and  by  subscrip- 
tion ($10  for  12  issues). 

Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians.  A  complete 
listing  is  available  from  Women's  Resource  Centre, 
YWCA  (see  below). 

□Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1 . 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial lesbian  contributions. 
□Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  Feminist 
quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts. 
□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church 
St,  second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free 
medical  clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info. 
VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm; 
Tues,  Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
□International  Women's  Day  Committee. 
Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  789-4541 .  Independent 
socialist  feminist  organization  with  many  lesbian 
members. 

□Macphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 . 
977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments.  Lesbian-positive. 
□Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview 
Ave,  M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for 
women  16  and  over,  including  mothers  with 
children. 

□Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X4.  Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business  line: 
964-7477.  Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence 
courses. 

□Times  Change  Women's  Employment 
Centre.  932  Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1 161 . 
Employment  counselling,  job  search  and  career 
planning  workshops. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm. 

□Women  for  Survival.  427  Bloor  St  W, 
M5S  1X7.  968-3218.  Group  concerned  about 
nuclear  proliferation  and  ecology. 
□Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  932 
Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1161. 
□Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and 
Education  Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St, 
M5T  1S4.  924-0766.  Therapy,  counselling,  refer- 
rals and  info.  Lesbian  counsellors  on  staff. 
□Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor 
StW,  M5S  1V6.  923-6641,  Ext  244.  Books, 
periodicals,  audio  and  visual  tapes  for  feminist 
research. 

□Women's  Resource  Centre,  YWCA.  15  Birch 
Ave,  M4V  1E1.  925-3137.  Info  on  groups  and  ser- 
vices, including  booklet  Women's  Groups  in  Toron- 
toand  Vicinity.  Info  and  referral  line:  925-1154. 
Legal  clinic  and  lending  library. 
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Friends/female 

Manitoba 

WINNIPEG  GAY  WOMAN  would  like  to 
meet  other  Winnipeg  gay  women  interested  in 
music,  art,  outdoor  activities  and  reading. 
Drawer  C476. 

Friends/male 

International 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  men  together.  Interna- 
tional support /social  group.  Write:  BWMT- 
ZF,  279  Collingwood,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 14  USA,  or  call  (415)  431-0458.  24  hrs. 

National 

I'M  SEARCHING  for  another  guy  to  live  a 
self-sufficient,  squatter-type  lifestyle  in  the 
Canadian  Bush.  Serious  only.  Jim:  Box  106, 
Bethel,  MN  55005  USA. 

British  Columbia 

TRUCKERS  AND  TRAVELLERS:  rest  at 
Revelstoke.  Chad,  age  28,  athletic  and  adven- 
turesome. Interested  in  well-proportioned 
men.  Phone  Chad:  (604)  837-6587.  Revelstoke 
on  Hwy  No  1. 

WHITE  MALE,  25,  124  lbs,  5'6",  would  like 
to  meet  young  oriental  or  black  men.  Also 
oriental  or  black  tourists  are  welcome  to  stay 
at  my  place.  Sex  available,  but  not  required. 
Vancouver.  Drawer  C424. 


Manitoba 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(212)232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


MASCULINE  MALE,  43,  5*10",  150  lbs, 
trim,  professional,  literary  interests,  sense  of 
humour,  seeks  discreet,  masculine  friends  for 
various  social  occasions.  Vancouver. 
Drawer  C418. 

EVANGELICAL  MALE,  believer,  seeks 
same  for  love,  fellowship,  jogging,  etc. 
Box  46364,    Station    G,    Vancouver,    BC 

V6R  4G6. 

MALE,  37,  wishes  to  meet  man  interested  in 
building  a  caring  relationship.  Sex  important, 
but  not  critical.  Ran  669-8865.  Vancouver. 
HI!  I'm  22,  GWM  here  for  the  summer  and 
bored.  Someone  else  must  be  looking  for  a 
friend  for  sex,  cuddling  and  just  enjoying  each 
other.  No  drugs,  non-smokers  preferred. 
Moving  away  Aug  31/81.  Peter,  Box  11, 
Dawson  Creek,  BC. 

VICTORIA,  W/M,  30, 5'1 1",  175  lbs,  profes- 
sional, direct,  caring,  fairly  attractive.  Enjoy 
hiking,  romantic  evenings,  films,  dancing, 
stimulating  conversation.  Seek  honest, 
demonstrative,  masculine  guy  with  style  and 
class.  Interested  in  stable,  passionate,  primar- 
ily monogamous  relationship.  Photo  ap- 
preciated.  Drawer  C479. 

FRIENDLY,  WM,  27,  seeks  friends  of  similar 
age  who  are  athletes  or  just  follow  the  sports 
scene.  All  letters  answered.  Discretion 
assured.  Box  67312  Vancouver,  BC  V5W  3T1 . 


Alberta 


I'M  28,  BLUE-EYED,  very  well-hung,  and 
muscular.  If  you  are  a  bodybuilder,  I  want  to 

meet  you.  Discretion.  Drawer  CI 04. 

MY  INTERESTS  ARE:  the  arts,  non- 
smoking, easy  talk,  academe,  folk  and 
classical  music.  Very  much  at  uncloseted  ease 
in  gay /straight /mixed  company.  Probably 
not  considered  very  discreet  by  those  who  hide 
behind  a  wall  of  discretion.  You  might  be  25 
years  old  or  45  young,  possess  a  sense  of 
humour,  are  honest  with  self,  left-wingish 
politically,  or  apolitical,  fitness  oriented, 
humanist,  animal  /plant  lover,  and  you  still 
wonder  if  there's  someone  who  matches  some 
of  your  flexible  qualities  in  a  relationship 
which  would  grow  and  become  permanently 
mature.  Drawer  C463. 


THE 

met 

SM  SI  1  VII    f«l  HIS 

1CCC  Main  ttreet 
Winnipea 

5S9-C133 


I'M  29,  brown  eyes,  very  active  in  weights, 
running,  swimming,  cycling.  Interested  in 
other  men  with  similar  interests.  I  also  enjoy 
theatre  and  dancing  and  good  times  over  cof- 
fee. Write  with  your  phone  number.  Win- 
nipeg.  Drawer  C481. 


Southern  Ontario 


GWM,  28,  5'10",  152  lbs,  sensitive,  honest, 
virile,  slim,  hazel  eyes,  university  graduate 
seeks  sincere  intelligent  companion/ lover. 
Box  3382,  Station  B,  Calgary,  ABT2M  4M1. 


GAY  WHITE  MALE,  28  yrs,  blond,  6',  170 
lbs,  good-looking  would  like  to  meet  young 
guys  for  good  times  in  Owen  Sound  area.  Ex- 
perienced and  anxious  to  please.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Box  34,  Owen  Sound,  ON 

N4K  5P1. 

GWM,  6',  175  lbs,  30,  masculine,  attractive, 
brown /blue,  moustache,  trim  beard.  Seeks 
GWM  to  30.  Not  quite  sure  what  I'm  really 
into,  but  having  fun  trying  to  decide.  Write 
with  phone  (photo  if  possible)  for  quick  reply. 
Discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Drawer  C456 

45,  6'4",  180  lbs,  Taurus,  educated,  single, 
quiet,  gentle,  abstainer,  musical,  artistic, 
discreet  and  expected,  looking  to  meet  same  or 
younger  for  occasional  meetings.  Lindsay  and 

Peterborough  area.  Drawer  C461. 

GAY  MALE  COUPLE,  32  and  45  seeks 
friendship  /correspondence  and  get-togethers 
with  other  couples.  Enjoy  sports,  music, 
travel,  outdoors,  home  life.  Can  entertain.  129 
Oakdale  Ave,  St.  Catherines,  685-8179. 
GUY,  30s,  seeks  friend  in  Chatham  or  any- 
where. Write:  Fern  Garry,  32  Richmond  St, 

Chatham,  ON  N7M  1N6. 

BUFFALO:  MANLY  GUY,  26,  6',  brown 
hair,  moustache,  seeks  rugged,  construction 
worker  type  of  guy  to  be  a  close  buddy  for  fun 
times  and  friendship  in  Southern  Ontario  or 
Western  New  York  State.  Reply 
Drawer  C492. 

ST  CATHERINES  MALE,  21,  tall,  good 
looking,  employed,  educated,  very  affec- 
tionate, easy-going,  accepted  my  sexuality, 
seeks  Mr  Right  to  share  life.  Travel  to 
Hamilton  and  Toronto  almost  weekly, 
although  would  like  someone  close  if  possible, 
maybe  a  closetless  roomie.  Still  have  to  come 
out  a  little  more,  but  I'm  being  positive. 
You're  out  there  somewhere.  See  Ya! 
Drawer  C474. 

Ottawa— Eastern  Ontario 

ARE  YOU  AN  INTELLIGENT,  sensitive, 
caring,  mature  young  man,  perhaps  a  student 
or  just  starting  out?  Do  you  crave  the  love, 
warmth,  concern,  stability  of  an  older 
brother?  I  am  fortyish  (but  look  and  act  much 
younger),  intellectual,  stable,  professional, 
bursting  with  energy  and  affection  to  give  to 
one  who  needs  me.  Drawer  C41 1 . 

MALE,  YOUNG,  fortyish  but  easily  feels  and 
relates  to  twenties  and  thirties,  really  digs 
warm  young  Vietnamese,  Chinese  and  Hong 
Kong  handsomes.  If  you  want  to  be  really 
deeply  loved,  respected,  adored,  send  me  your 
letter  of  fancies,  photo  and  phone  number. 
Ottawa.  Drawer  C489. 


EASY-GOING  GUY,  33,  not  bad  looking, 
likes  young  masc  guys  to  30.  Offers  warmth, 
friendship,    support.    Very    discreet. 

Drawer  C460. 

YOUNG  MALE,  21,  170  lbs,  is  interested  in 
meeting  gays  from  Kingston  to  Trenton. 
Include  phone  number.  Will  answer  all  replies. 
Drawer  C491. 

YOUNG  JOCKS  TURM  ME  ON!  Masculine 
guy,  33,  totally  straight-appearing,  but  quiet 
type  seeks  masculine  guys  for  weekend  get- 
togethers,    outings,    sports    events.    Totally 

discreet.  Drawer  C487. 

I'M  MOVING  to  Ottawa  September  1,  and 
want  to  contact  potential  friends.  I'm  in  my 
40s,  not  bad  looking,  fairly  trim.  I'm  in- 
terested in  music,  plays,  movies,  dining  in  and 
out,  bridge.  Show  me  that  moving  to  Ottawa  is 

not  capital  punishment.  Drawer  C471. 

OTTAWA.  MASCULINE  but  quiet  business 
type  guy,  34,  looking  for  similar  easy-going, 
settled  guy:  object  is  friendship  more  than  sex, 
so  looks  unimportant.  Interests  include:  walk- 
ing,  talking,  weekend  travel.  Drawer  C464. 
DUAL  PERSONALITY  GEMINI,  25,  5'8", 
175  lbs,  proud  and  independent,  passionate 
and  sensual,  yet  secretly  craves  caring  and  pro- 
tection from  GWM  25  to  50.  Photo  ap- 
preciated.  Drawer  C498. 


Atlantic  Canada 


YOUNG,  ATHLETIC  GUY,  submissive, 
wants  to  hear  from  young  dominant  jocks  who 
expect  respect  and  service.  Will  answer  all 

replies.  Drawer  C417. 

HOW?  WHERE?  WHEN?  Would  like  to 
meet  other  guys  in  this  area.  Pen  pals  too.  I'm 
28,  sensitive,  sincere,  pretty  good-looking. 
Drawer  C473. 


Toronto 


AFFECTIONATE  34- YEAR-OLD  Scorpio 
seeks  sincere,  stable  WM  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  I  am  Oriental,  reason- 
ably presentable,  5'6",  122  lbs.  I  like 
beards  /moustaches,  but  not  a  must.  Let's 
explore  the  possibilities  and  it  could  be  the  end 
of  that  seemingly  elusive  search.  Please  reply 

to  Drawer  C406. 

SINCERE  MALE,  33,  6',  170  lbs,  self- 
employed  and  career-conscious  yet  romantic 
and  understanding,  seeks  mature  companion 
for  friendship,  outings,  and  possible  serious 
relationship.  Prefer  sincere,  honest  person 
who  is  romantic,  affectionate,  and  stable. 
Photos  appreciated  and  returned.  Discretion 
expected  and  assured.  Drawer  C440. 


THE 

BACK 

DOOR 

GYM  &  SAUNA 

MONDAY,  LOCKER  $2 
TUESDAY,  ROOM $4, 
LOCKER $2 
3:30  —  11:30 

12  112  Elm  St  (laneway) 
West  of  Yonge,  2  blocks 
south  of  Gerrard,  Toronto 
(416)  977-5997 


ITALIAN,  20s,  5'7",  I55  lbs  seeks 
5'0"-5'l0"  stocky,  chunky,  husky,  masculine 
intelligent  man.  Include  photo,  age,  phone 
number.  Discretion  assured.  Sincere  replies. 
Drawer  C454. 

FORTY  —  YES.  Twilight  zone  —  no!  5M0", 
144  lbs,  my  mirror  says  attractive  (it's  fixed). 
Love  classical  music,  opera,  many  other  inter- 
ests. Seek  fellow  soul  —  brown,  white,  black. 
Up  to   my   age.    Hairy   a   plus.    Write   me. 

Drawer  C455. 

GWM,  31,  5'6",  155  lbs,  seeks  a  young  sexy 
male  under  25  for  a  possible  one-to-one  rela- 
tionship. Musi  have  own  apartment  and  car. 
I'm  very  easy  going  and  lots  of  fun.  I  love  sex, 
movies,  enjoy  males  with  tight,  faded  jeans, 
who  arc  well-hung,  clean-cul  and  have  boyish 


looks.    Please    answer    with    photo,    phone 

number  and  sexy  letter.  Drawer  C398. 

COMPUTER  ANALYST,  32,  new  to  Toron- 
to seeks  companion  21-35  interested  in  com- 
puters or  in  learning  computer  programming. 
Wide  interests  including  photography,  films, 
theatre,  books,  music  and  outdoor  activities.  I 
am   a   nonsmoker,   6'2",   250  lbs.    Include 

phone.  All  welcome.  Drawer  C458. 

HORNY,  SLIM  28  year  old  male  seeks  to 
share  fantasy  pleasures  with  older  man.  What 
turns    you    on?    Photo    appreciated. 

Drawer  C496. 

STRAIGHT-APPEARING,  variety  of  in- 
terests, seeks  ages  24-36,  obedient  male,  for 
stable  relationship,  sharing  good  times  and 

discovering  mutual  interests.  535-1635. 

PASSIVE  GWM,  29,  5'9",  135  lbs,  likes  B/D, 
leather,  swimwear.  No  S/M.  Seeks  fit 
possessive  male.  Box  13,  Stn  F,  Toronto, 
M4Y  2L4. 

MAN  30s,  looking  for  healthy,  happy,  in- 
telligent, physically  fit  /trim  guy  for  something 
long-lasting.  Someone  with  a  sparkle  in  his 
eyes,  an  engaging  grin,  a  bounce  in  his  walk,  at 
home  in  the  city  or  up  north  in  a  canoe,  prob- 
ably in  his  20s  or  early  30s.  My  likes:  building, 
making  things,  writing,  canoeing,  music,  art, 
thunderstorms,  swimming,  sunning,  kites, 
kids,  dogs,  yogourt,  TV,  movies,  reading,  my 
friends,  solitude,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  city,  country,  wilderness, 
natural  wood.  Dislikes:  cottage  cheese,  acid 
rock,  Irish  folk  songs,  dope,  The  Eaton  Cen- 
tre, pickles,  strobe  lights,  high  tech,  the  usual 
gay  meeting  grounds  (cruising,  bars,  etc).  I'm 
6',  175  lbs,  personable,  stable,  reasonably 
bright,  attractive  enough,  versatile,  warm  in- 
dependent, work  in  teaching /social  services. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  appreciated.  Bob, 
Drawer  C393. 

WASP,  40s,  educated,  liberated,  two  visits  to 
Manila  —  loved  it!  Planning  third,  anxious  to 
meet  one  or  two  young  Filipinos  for  ongoing, 
non-exclusive  relationship.  Not  fond  of  baths, 
bars.  Drawer  C462. 

SINCERE  GUY,  39,  140  lbs,  not  into  bars, 
baths  or  discos.  Prefer  theatre,  movies,  eating 
out,  travel,  etc.  Seeks  oriental  under  30  with 
similar  interests  for  warm  relationship. 
Privacy  expected  and  assured.  Drawer  C494. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  professional,  married 
male,  32,  slim,  6',  150  lbs,  inexperienced.  I'm 
seeking  an  outgoing,  patient,  attractive, 
discreet  male  companion  25-35  for  light- 
hearted    learning    experiences    and    other 

pleasant  times.  Drawer  C493. 

I  AM  LOOKING  for  gay  or  bi  male  to  share 
my  apartment.  Rent  very  reasonable.  I  would 
like  one  who  is  dominant,  husky,  hairy,  hir- 
sute, and  into  B/D.  Out  of  town  replies  in- 
vited. Discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Photo,  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C490. 
CAUCASIAN  MASCULINE  MALE,  29, 
5' 11",  146  lbs,  handsome,  very  nice  person- 
ality, various  interests,  looking  for  similar 
man  for  sincere  friendship  and  possible  rela- 
tionship. Serious  enquiries  only.  Reply  with 
phone  number.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 
C488. 

WRITE  ME?  Male,  34,  5'  10",  145  lbs,  lonely, 
shy,  affectionate,  romantic  artist,  likes 
movies,  music,  dancing,  home  life.  Non- 
smoker,   non-drinker.   Can  we  be  friends? 

Drawer  C486. 

MALE  COUPLE,  living  in  Oakville,  young 
46,  tall,  slim,  seek  other  male  couples  and 
singles  for  friendships  and  socializing.  Photo, 

phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C485. 

TENDER  LOVING  CARE  offered  to  young 
Asian  by  mature  man.  My  outlook,  ideas,  and 
humour  are  very  youthful.  As  to  actual  years, 
one  might  say  that  I'm  approaching  the 
springtime  of  my  autumn.  Drawer  C478. 

YOUNG,  WM,  21,  good-looking,  6'2",  180 
lbs,  seeks  same  to  25  to  become  close  friends, 
or  better.  Tired  of  "one  nighters."  Interests: 
sci-fi,  cycling,  camping,  cars,  politics,  and 
writing.  Photo  appreciated,  as  well  as  descrip- 
tion  of  hobbies.  Drawer  C477. 

HANDSOME,  INTELLIGENT  WM,  21, 
6'3",  210  lbs,  outgoing,  but  shy  at  first, 
wishes  to  meet  young  guys  up  to  25  for  friend- 
ships. I  enjoy  movies,  dancing,  working  out 
and  being  active.  I  am  also  sensitive  and 
romantic.  Drawer  C415. 

ORIENTAL,    21,    5*11",    masculine,    slim, 

attractive,  experienced,  seeks  well-hung  male 
under  35  for  possible  relationship.  Details, 
photo,  phone.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 
('441 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to  disease 
transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution  and  public  sanitation 
is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to  disease 
transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately  has  not  been  taught 
to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the  germ  theory  of 
disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and  female  is  still  not  being 
taught  the  responsibility  to  wash  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
after  sex  contact,  eliminating  those  acquired  and  one's  own  germs 
and  secretions,  in  protection  of  one's  own  health  and  that  of  ones  sex 
partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower  digestive 
tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including  those  which  may 
cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  Here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  (Available  in  English 
and  in  Spanish;  soon  in  French.)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as 
some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap    genitals     working     a     bit    of    soft    mushy    soap    into 

urinary  opening. 
Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 
Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the  effec- 
tiveness of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important 
since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non- 
gonococcal urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersoluble  prepara- 
tions that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film 
to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may  trap 
germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  attention 
should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have  been 
developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to  prevent  other 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will 
not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis 
which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 

DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower  digestive 
tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during  sex  activities.  Among 
the  dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which  causes 
hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if 
they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially  those  of  the 
genitourinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum,  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male 
and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily 
spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse. 
Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be  greatly  aid- 
ed by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate  washing 
for  disease  prevention  and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone, 
unfortunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of 
the  bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United 
States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and 
significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact  which  may 
spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no 
alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  impor- 
tance of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required.  For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 

preparation  (Sanitube  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  prevent  gonor- 
rhea and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  certain  pharmacists  or 
Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially  available 
vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which 
also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  contribution  (tax  deductible  to  U.S.  citizens  only)  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 

PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 

NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


LONELY  MAN,  49,  5'8  1/2",  154  lbs.  In- 
terests: books,  theatre,  travel,  music,  arts, 
nature.  Am  world  travelled,  but  not  world 
weary.  Seeks  someone  for  a  long-term  rela- 
tionship who  needs,  sincerity,  love,  and  affec- 
tion as  much  as  I  do.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer 
C475. 

MALE,  ARTISTIC,  intelligent,  political,  self- 
reliant,  seeks  same.  No  closets,  clones.  Replies 
containing  penis  size,  eye/  hair  colour,  muscu- 
lature, or  "discretion"  will  be  trashed 
unanswered.  Drawer  C472. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4  EACH  (5  for  $15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 
RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 

Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

Ontario  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 

(416)  977-4718 


VERSATILE  BAY  Street  Professional,  27, 6', 
185,  fair,  blue  eyes,  seeks  masculine  non- 
smoker  (tobacco)  to  32  for  possible  relation- 
ship. Humour  expected.  Muscles  appreciated. 
Interests  include  movies,  swimming,  reading. 
Include  description  and  telephone  number  in 
reply.  Your  photo  (optional)  returned  on  re- 

quest.  Drawer  C470. 

GAY  MALE  POET /  BRU JO  seeks  others  cul- 
turally-politically-parapsychologically  orien- 
tated. Intellectual/emotional  integrity 
demanded.  While  sex  isn't  precluded,  those 
with  such  as  priority  —  apply  elsewhere.  Don't 
reply  unless  totally,  openly  gay  (kiss  no  one  in 
private  you  don't  kiss  in  public)).  Drawer 
C469. 

ATTRACTIVE,  GWM,  26  years,  seeks  one- 
to-one  relationship.  Not  into  bars,  baths,  etc. 
Sincere  replies  only.   Include  recent  photo, 

phone  number  please.  Drawer  C468. 

PASSIONATE  MAN  WANTED!  A  man  who 
gets  hot,  excited,  emotional,  involved  —  is 
alive!  I'm  35.  You're  25-35  and  slim.  Contact 
me  and  see  if  we  share  mutual  interests  and  are 
willing  to  engage  our  energies  with  each  other. 
Exploration  is  the  key  to  discovery.  Drawer 
C467. 

MALE,  NEW  TO  Toronto,  40s,  non-smoker. 
Interested  in  meeting  and  sharing  with  other 
positive  males  who  are  stable,  energetic  and 

masculine.  Drawer  C466. 

WANT  TO  EARN  a  year's  salary  in  one  week? 
If  you're  young,  very  attractive,  energetic  and 
sensitive,  this  brief  and  unique  assignment 
could  be  yours.  Absolutely  nothing  dangerous 
or  illegal  involved.  If  interested,  please  send 
details  (Phone  and  photo  also  appreciated). 
Drawer  C482. 


Travel 


KEY  WEST'S  OASIS  GUESTHOUSE.  Share 
our  accommodations  of  style  and  comfort ...  a 
variety  of  guest  rooms  with  private  baths  and 
kitchenettes.  Sun-decks,  swimming  pool  and 
hot    tub.    823    Fleming    Street,    Key    West, 

FL  33040(305)296-2131. 

LONDON,  UK.  Largest  gay  hotel:  The 
Philbeach,  30  Philbeach  Gardens,  Earlscourt 
SW5.  Close  to  clubs,  bars.  Groups  welcome. 

Discount  available  373-1244. 

THE  PALMS  OF  KEY  WEST  Guesthouse- 
Resort.  Visit  our  island  this  summer.  Sail  a 
refreshing  ocean  breeze  or  relax  around  our 
very  private  pool.  Comfortable'  rooms  with 
private  bath  from  $31.00  includes  light 
breakfast  and  sunset  drink.  Call  Kees  and 
Terry  for  brochure  and  reservations.  The 
Palms  of  Key  West,  Guesthouse,  820  White 
Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  294-3146 
PENSION  SAN  FRANCISCO  (Hotel). 
$18-$30/night.  Clean,  quiet,  central.  1668 
Market  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 
(415)864-1271. 

PROVINCETOWN'S  Watership  Inn. 
Charming  Guest  House  in  centre  of  New 
England's  hottest  Gay  Resort!  Free  Conti- 
nental breakfast.  Most  rooms  private  baths. 
(617)  487-0094.  7  Winthrop  Street,  Province- 

town,  MA  02657  USA. 

DELIGHTFUL  DYKE  and  friendly  faggot 
winging  their  way  together  across  the  prov- 


inces during  August  seeking  serious,  seren- 
dipitous silliness  and  shelter  on  their  way 
through  lavender  Canada.  Write  us: 
E  Lehman,  156  First  Avenue,  New  York, 
NY  10009  USA. 


Homes 


British  Columbia 


VANCOUVER-BOUND:  Two  Toronto  gay 
men  want  to  rent  living  space  in  the  West  End 
of  Vancouver  Aug  9-24  or  exchange  during 
same  period  for  house  in  pleasant  Toronto 
neighbourhood,  close  to  downtown  and  well- 
served  by  TTC.  Write  Ken  at  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  STN  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9  or  call 

(416)  977-6320  during  business  hours. 

KAMLOOPS.  RENT  two-room  section  in 
large  house  shared  with  two  other  gay  men. 
Common  kitchen/ bathroom.  Good  com- 
pany. Available  now.  $250/month.  (604) 
374-8303. 


Winnipeg 


ROOM  FOR  RENT.  Share  rest  of  house. 
$125/month.  Sincere  person  only.  Drawer 
C402. 


Toronto 


RIVERDALE  —  Gorgeous  totally  renovated 
house  to  rent  in  the  Gerrard /Broadview  area. 
Has  den  with  fireplace,  2-car  parking,  3  levels, 
2  decks,  exposed  brick  and  wall-to-wall  broad- 
loom  throughout.  Phone  922-9340  weekdays, 

or  920-2714  late  evenings. 

ROOM  AVAILABLE  mid-July  for  finan- 
cially stable,  mature  man.  Home  includes 
shaggy  dog,  together  cat,  and  large  park. 
535-1537. 

GAY  MALE,  40s,  needs  accommodation  to 
share  or  find  and  share.  Prefer  assertive,  posi- 
tive, non-smoker.  Call  between  5  pm-7  pm 
weekdays  or  anytime  weekends.  925-9289. 
MALE  TO  SHARE  new  townhouse  close  to 
downtown  —  all  facilities,  parking  (no  non- 

sense  calls).  Evenings.  John,  363-9972. 

SHARE  ACCOMMODATION  —  Ossing- 
ton/Bloor.  3  bedroom  to  share  with  two 
females.  Must  be  clean  and  have  some  fur- 
niture. Back  yard,  sun  deck,  close  to  subway. 

536-8096. 

SINCERE,  RESPECTABLE,  employed 
young  professional  guy  seeks  shared  accom- 
modation in  downtown  area.  Strictly  platonic. 


You 

save  if  you 
subscribe. 


Take  a  close  look  at  the  classified 
order  form  on  the  next  page  and  you  'II 
see  that  you  can  save  a  dollar  on  the 
cost  of  your  ad  if  you  're  a  subscriber 
to  The  Body  Politic.  We  think  it's  a 
deal  you  should  take  advantage  of. 
And  if  you  're  not  a  subscriber  — 
look  again.  You  can  order  a  one- year 
subscription  when  you  place  your 
classified  ad  —  and  still  save  a  buck! 
Do  it  now  and  you  'II  be  able  to  count 
on  the  next  ten  issues  of  TBP, 
delivered  right  to  your  door  in  a  neat, 
plain  envelope  —  with  your  own 
classified  ad  in  your  first  issue. 
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Please  call  Marc  at  929-3832  between  7  and 

9  pm. 

WANTED  —  TWO  people  for  co-operative 
non-smoking,  vegetarian  household.  Two 
rooms  available:  one  short-term  (Sept  '81  — 
May  '82).  Spacious  4  bedroom  apartment 
above  store.  Downtown  Toronto.  Approx- 
imately $200 /month  all  expenses  shared.  Call 
Jan,  Matt  or  Hugh  at  368-6925.  We  are  one 
woman  and  two  gay  men. 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  —  Near  York  University. 
Townhouse  of  quiet  academic  students.  Full 
use  of  kitchen  and  laundry  facilities. 
$175/month.  Call  661-9262  after  4:30. 

ROSEDALE  FLAT  TO  SHARE.  Male  pro- 
fessional in  his  30s  seeks  same  to  share  a  two- 
bedroom  flat  in  Rosedale.  Rent  includes  your 
own  partial  washroom,  cable  TV,  and  free  use 
of  laundry  facilities.  Other  features:  air  condi- 
tioning, dishwasher,  cleaning  woman,  use  of 
screened  verandah  and  space,  quiet  and  charm 
by  the  ton.  Subway  three  minutes  away.  If  in- 

terested,  please  call:  964-1575. 

CABBAGETOWN  townhouse.  Sackville 
Place.  3  bedrooms,  large  kitchen,  dishwasher, 
backyard.  $780/ month,  available  immedi- 
ately.  922-3804. 


LEO,  30,  5' 10",  160  lbs.  I'm  serving  a  short 
prison  term.  I  seek  to  meet  outgoing  people 
who  are  sincere.  I'm  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
Some  of  my  interests  are  reading,  writing, 
chess,  art  and  sports.  Please  write  to  Andre 
Stockton,    154-686,   Box  45699,   Lucasville, 

OH  45699  USA. 

A  LONELY,  28  year  old  white  male  presently 
in  prison.  I  have  lost  all  contact  with  the  out- 
side world,  and  I  go  up  for  parole  next  year.  I 
have  many  interests,  outdoors,  photography, 
I'm  very  broad  and  open  minded,  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  all  sincere  people  who  would 
be  interested  in  building  sincere  and  lasting 
friendships.  Please  write  to  Bobby  Holt,  Box 
69-161-838,  London,  OH  43140. 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY,  Bunny  Boy.  All  my 
love.  (Signed)  A  great  big  beautiful  Foot. 

xxxx. 

DEAR  NO  PIECE  OF  FRUIT:  Since  fingers 
read  only  braille....  "Dumb"  has  two  mean- 
ings; lots  of  us  talk  with  our  hands.  Padding  is 
employed  by  some;  how's  a  body  to  know 
unless....  Kidneys  will  never  appreciate  what 
gonads  cannot  comprehend.  Signed:  Wrists. 


NIAGARA  AREA?  Gorgeous  escorts 
available  for  dining,  sightseeing,  theatre, 
massage.  Group  and  single  travel  arrange- 
ments made.  Discretion  guaranteed.  Drawer 
C495. 


Other 


Work 


Business 


GAY  COUPLE,  Early  30s,  are  looking  for  a 
cabin  boy  for  a  two-week  fun  cruise  around 
Georgian  Bay  during  August  and  some  week- 
end sailing  this  summer.  Light  duties.  All  ex- 
penses  covered.  Drawer  C484. 


MICHAEL,  BLOND,  21,  hung,  horny  pro 
swimmer,  loves  hot,  young  action.  Letters, 
pics,  jockstraps  prices  and  personal  letter 
$2.00.  Drawer  C465. 


Reading 


Letters 


ENGLISH  GUY,  30,  vacationing/job  hunt- 
ing, September  wishes  correspondence 
male/female,  Calgary/Vancouver.  Interested 
theatre,  cinema,  music,  outdoor  sports,  etc. 
Several  years  unqualified  accountant 
Europe/Middle  East,  currently  qualified  legal 
cashier /office  manager  for  respected  London 
legal  firm.  CV/ references  available.  Can  start 
January  1982.  Write  Steve,  Drawer  C459. 


"GAY  AND  EXCITING" 

For  sale  .Large  Health  Spa  catering  to 
men.  Open  24  hours,  excellent  location  in 
downtown  Calgary.  Good  terms. 
CENTURY  21  RUNNYMEDE  REALTY  LTD. 
1-(403)  253-6123 


postal  poems  crow  ink  inc  box  1 384  boston  ma 
02104  usa. 


Services 


Toronto 


Messages 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have 
pen-pals  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women 
prisoners  through  the  church's  prison  minis- 
try. The  address  is  Prison  Ministry,  730 
Bathurst  St,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 


MAN/ BOY  LOVE  ASSOCIATION.  Educa- 
tional, legal,  political  support  group  for  adult- 
youth  relationships.  For  information  write: 
NAMBLA,  Box  174-K,  New  York,  NY  10018 

USA. 

The  volunteers  of  the  Gay  Counselling  Centre 
of  Toronto  (professional  counsellors,  peer 
counsellors,  receptionists,  board  members) 
would  like  to  thank  BOOTS  for  their  recent 
donation  of  $500.  Even  while  BOOTS  was  go- 
ing through  impending  closure,  we  found 
them  very  supportive  of  our  new  service. 
We're  very  excited  about  the  initial  response  to 
the  centre  and  this  money  will  help  us  to  pro- 
vide the  needed  programmes. 


LAWRENCE  PITCHKO,  concert  pianist, 
now  accepting  students  Grade  VIII  and  above. 
Training  in  performance,  technique  and  inter- 
pretation.  928-0927. 

OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST.  In- 
dividual/Couple Counselling.  Also  sexual 
dysfunction  counselling.  Confidence 
guaranteed.  Eugene  Allen  Schoentag,  524 
Bathurst  St.  967-0272. 


SPEAK  EFFECTIVELY 

WITH  CONFIDENCE,  ASSERTIVENESS 

AND  CLARITY 

Private  tuition.  For  Executives,  Lawyers, 
Salespeople,  and  the  Indistinct  Dialects 

STEPHEN  LITCHEN  ASSOCIATES 
Toronto  •  922-2996 


MOUTHY  OR  MUTE?  Either  way,  either 
gender,  GAYSPEAK  needs  you,  you  need 
GAYSPEAK.  New  group  provides  practical 
experience  in  "speaking  out."  Face  debates, 
interviews,  rallies,  demonstrations  with 
GAYSPEAK  confidence.  For  details,  send 

SAS  envelope  to  Drawer  C304. 

AXIOS  (Eastern  &  Orthodox  Christians). 
Finally!  Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts 
&  fun  for  ALL  us  "eastern  ethnics."  Join  our 

family!  Drawer  C391. 

WE  ARE  A  BUNCH  OF  GUYS  who  get 
together  to  play  tennis.  If  you  play  a 
reasonable  game,  why  not  join  us?  Drawer 

C403. 

WHITE  ELDERLY  MALE  desires  to  submit 
to  any  nice-looking  young  lady.  Likes 
watersports.  If  interested,  write  and  describe 

self.  Drawer  C444. 

GAY-LESBIAN  SHAMANISM  (parapsy- 
chology, Wicca,  etc).  Interested  persons  con- 
tact  Drawer  C457. 

GROUP  OF  TORONTO  wine  lovers  meeting 
monthly  in  homes  of  members  has  vacancies 
for  men  willing  to  take  turn  as  hosts.  Drawer 

C480. 

WRESTLERS!  Club  covering  Canada— USA 
—  400  members  —  photo  magazine,  newslet- 
ters, info,  sample  $3.00:  NYWC,  59  West 
10th  St,  New  York,  NY  1001 1 ,  USA. 
GOURMET  DINNER  group  forming 
September  in  Saskatoon.  Do  you  cook  and  ap- 
preciate good  food  and  wine?  Join  us.  Drawer 

C483. 

ARE  YOU  A  CANADIAN  lesbian  interested 
in  a  convenience  marriage  to  an  American 
mutually 


guy?    This    could 
Drawer  C497. 


be 


beneficial. 


PAINTING  YOUR  HOUSE  or  apartment? 
Prism  Painters'  Collective.  References,  free 
estimates.  534-2714,  after  6:00  pm. 


I'D  LIKE  TO  take  guitar  lessons  — 
classical /folk.  I  can  read  music,  but  am  a 
novice  on  the  guitar.  Bob  698-5172. 


GET  INTO  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 


Welcome  to  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75c  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  for  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  when  you  get  your  message  into  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you  're 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks, "  or '  'no  fats  or  ferns. ' ' 

ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge  - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIFDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word9  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  "phantasmagoncal.  "  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIFDS,  Box 
7289,  StnA,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


Postage  here 
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TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 
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Cost  ol  ad  (  )  times  number  (  )  of  runs 

Drawer  number  required  ($2  50  per  ad  per  issue) 
Subscriber''  Enclose  address  label  and  deduct  $1  00 


I  would  like  to  subscribe  now 
and  still  deduct  $1  00>  (Check  one  at 
right,  add  subscription  cost,  and 
deduct  $  1  on  line  above  ) 


Canada  First  Class 
Canadian  Regular 
International  First  Class 
International  Regular 


$ 

* 
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$20  00 

$10  00 

$25  00 
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DEADLINE  FOR  THE  SEPTEMBER  ISSUE:  5  PM,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  14 
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w, 


etwork  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in  Canada  and  Quebec 
which  primarily  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppression.  It 
includes:  democratically  constituted  organizations,  cooperatively  run  clubs  and  community 
centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and  feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  periodicals. 
Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of  information  presently  listed,  should  contact  TBP 
Network,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


NATIONAL/ BINATIONAL 


Association  ol Atlantic  Gays,  contact  GAE (Halifax),  FLAG 
(Fredericton)  or  Northern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB). 

Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639.  StnA.  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1G2  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 
OCommittee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  Box  608.  Stn  K. 
Toronto.  0NM4P2H1. 

TLDignity/ Canada/ Digniti,  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB 
R3C  3R2.  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 
7 Families  and  Friends  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG),  730 
Bathurst  St,  Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4. 
7  Foundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  281.  Stn  A.  Rexdale.  ON  M9W  5L3.  Ph: 
(416)741-7223. 

Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Friends).  Canadian 
regional  representative.  Box  873.  Stn  F.  Toronto,  ON 
M4Y  2N9  Ph:  (416)  925-4047. 
Zlnterest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology, 
c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward 
Ave,  Ottawa.  ON  K1N  7N6. 

Zlnternahonal  Gay  Association,  secretariat.  c/oCHLR.  Box 
931.  Dublin  4,  Republic  of  Ireland  (Eire). 

The  John  Damien  Foundation.  Box  983.  Adelaide  St  Stn. 
Toronto.  ON  MSC  2K4. 

^Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of  the  Liber- 
tarian Party  ol  Canada.  Box  190.  Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto, 
0NM5C2J1 

TlLJgo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj  (LSG).  gay 
Esperanto  organization.  tOOCrerar  Ave.  Ottawa,  ON 
K1Z  7P2. 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792.  Stn  F, 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee  for  The 
Barracks  and  other  bath  raid  accused).  730  Bathurst  St. 
Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4.  Donations  should  be  made  payable 
to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  tor  the  RTPC  and  mailed  to  the 
above  address 

OWomens  Archives.  Box 928.  Stn  Q.  Toronto,  ON 
M4T2P1. 


NOVA  SCOTIA: 


Halifax 

The  Alternate  Bookshop,  1588  Barrington  St.  2nd  fir. 
Mailing  address:  Box  276.  Stn  M.  B3J  2N7.  Ph: 
(902)  423-3830 

OExprtssion,  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop  A  support 
group  for  transvestites  and  transsexuals,  presently  in 
formation. 

OGayAA  (Live  and  Let  Live)  meets  every  Thursday  at 
8  30  pm.  521 1  Blower  Street,  Room  21.  For  info  call 
(902)  422-5875  or  Gaylme.  or  write  Box  3064,  South 
Station.  B3J  3G6 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc  (GAE),  Box  3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6  Ph:  (902)  429-4294  Gay 
helpline  (information,  referrals  and  peer  counselling): 
(902)  429-6969,  Thurs.  FriandSat,  7-10pm 

Gay  A  rbsts  Musicians  Entertainers  Society  (GA  MES)  ol 
Atlantic  Canada,  Box  3611.  South  Station.  B3J  3K6. 
]  Gay  Youth  Society  ol  Halifax  (m  formation).  For  informa- 
tion, call  GAE  helpline  or  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o  SUB  (Stu- 
dent Union  Building),  Dalhousie  University. 

Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Gay  Christians,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  8  pm.  at  the  Universalist  Unitarian  Church.  5500 
Inglis  St  Mailing  address:  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn.  B3J  3K6  Sparrow  coffeehouse:  every  Sunday  at  The 
Turret  Call  Gaylme  (429-6969)  or  GAE  (429-4294)  or  The 
Turret  (423-6814)  tor  dates  and  times 
7  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barrington  St 
Ph  (902)423-6814  Mailing  address  Box3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J3K6 


NEW  BRUNSWICK: 

Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box  1556.  StnA. 
Ph  (506)472-9576. 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Box  990.  Caribou.  Maine  04736 
USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Mada- 
waska/Victona.  NB.  Temiscouata.  Quebec,  and  Aroostook, 
Maine)  (207)532-7931 

QUEBEC »■ 
Charlevoix 

Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix 
(ADGC).  CP724,  Clermont,  Comti  de  Charlevoix.  GOT  1C0 
Ph:  (418)  439-2080 


Hull 

CAssociatJon  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quebecots  (AGOO),  CP  1215. 
Succ  B.  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 


Lennoxville 

OGay  Students'  Alliance  (GSA),  Box631.  Bishop's  Univer- 
sity/Champlain  Regional  College.  J1M  1Z7. 

Montreal 

OAide  aux  travesties  et  transsexuelles  du  Quebec.  CP  363. 
Succ  C,  H2L  4K3.  Ph:  (514)  521-9302. 
OAlpha  Kira  Fraternity.  CP  153,  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5. 
^Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I' University 
de  Montrial,  3200.  Jean-Brillant,  Local  1267.  Pav  Lionel 
Groulx  des  sciences  sociales.  University  de  Montreal, 
H3T  1N8.  Ph:  (514)  737-0553.  Office  hours:  Mon  12-3  pm. 
Wed  7-11  pm  in  room  1279  of  the  same  building. 

Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourds,  CP  M64.  Succ  R, 
H2S  2B1. 

OAssociatJon  pour  les  droits  de  la  communauti  gaie  du 
Quebec  (ADGQ),  CP36,  Succ  C.  H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  263  est 
rue  Sainte-Catherine,  2e  etage.  Ph:  (514)  843-8671. 
OComiti  d'auto-dilense  gai,  a/s  ADGQ ou  Librarie 
L  Androgyne.  Ph:  (514)  843-8671  ou  866-2131. 
OComiti  de  soutien  aux  accuses  de  Truxx,  a/s  1217  rue 
Crescent,  H3G  2B1.  Ph:  (514)866-2131. 
OContact-t-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and  referral. 
Ph:  (514)842-5807. 

OCoop-Femmes,  CP223.  Succ  Delorimier,  H2H  2N6.  Ph: 
(514)843-8998. 

Dignity/  Montreal.  Newman  Centre.  3484  rue  Peel, 
H3A  1W8.  Ph:  (514)  392-6741 . 
OEglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal.  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP610.  Succ  NDG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514) 
845-4471. 

OFidiratlon  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue  Viau, 
VaudreuilJ7V  1A7. 

Femmes  gaies  a  I'icoute.  (514)  933-5789 
OGaiicoute,  ligne  tiliphonique  pour  francophones. 
1900h-2300h  tous  les  soirs.  Ph:  (514)  937-1447. 
OGay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montrial.  3465  Peel  Street,  H3A  1X1.  Ph:  (514) 
842-8576.  General  practice.  Mon-Fri,  9-5pm;  open  until 
8pm  Mon  &  Fri  only.  Closed  daily  12:30- 1 :30pm. 
OGay  Into,  CP610,  Succ  NDG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514) 
486-4404.  Thurs  and  Fri,  7-11  pm.  24-hr  recorded 
message  at  other  times. 

OGayltne,  (514)  931  -8668 or 931 -5330.  7daysaweek. 
7-11  pm. 

OGay  Men  and  Women  ofMcGill,  University  Centre,  Rm 
408,  3480  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9.  Meets  Thurs,  7:30pm, 
Rm  425. 

OGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  West- 
mount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581. 
OGay  Women's  Info  Une.  (514)  931-5330. 

Lambda  Youth  League/ LigueJeunesse  Lambda,  c/o  Gay 
Social  Services  Project.  5  Weredale  Park,  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5.  Friday  and  Saturday  meetings.  Call  Gay  line  for 
info. 

nintegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Mends,  c/o  305 
avenue  Willibrord.  Verdun  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514)  766-9623 
OLtsbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455  ouest  boul 
de  Maisonneuve.  H3G  1M7.  Ph:  (514)  879-4500  from  9  am 
to  5  pm. 

OLibrairie  I  Androgyne/Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1.  Ph:  (514)  866-2131. 
OUgue  Lambda  Inc.  CP  701,  Succ  N.  H2X  2N5.  Into: 
(514)  843-5889.  Alain  ou  Jacques. 
ONaches:  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP298.  Succ  H, 
H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)  488-0849. 
OOlder  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each  month,  at 
5  rue  Weredale  Park,  Westmount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:(514) 
937-9581.  ex1238,  lor  into.  Ask  lor  Barry. 
OParents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP610.  Succ  NDG,  H4A  3R1  Ph: 
(514)486-4404 

OPro-cathidrale  du  disciple  bien-aimi,  4376  de  la  Roche, 
H2J  3J1.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381  ou  525-5245. 
OProductions  88,  CP  188,  SuccC,  H2L  4K1  Television 
program  C6te  a  cdte,  Mon  10  pm  and  Thurs  1 1  pm,  Chan- 
nel 9  Radio  program  on  CIBL-FM.  104.5  MHz.  Wed  7:30 
pm  and on  CINQFM '.  102  3  MHz,  Thurs  10am. 
!  '.  Travesties  a  Montrial,  social  support  tor  transvestites, 
CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5  Ph:  (514)  486-4404 
(Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

Untied  Church  Gays  of  Quebec.  CP  471,  Succ  La  Cite, 
H2W  2N9 

OWomen  's  Homophile  Association  of  Montreal,  a/s  Susan 
Shea.  1967  rue  Erie.  H2K  2M5. 

Women  s  Information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585  rue 
Saint-Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri.  9am-5pm,  Tues5 
pm-9pm  Ph:  (514)842-4781 


Quebec 

OCentre  Homophile  d  Aide  et  de  Liberation  (CHAL),  CP 

596,  Succ  Haute-Ville,  G1R4R8.  Bureau:  175  rue  Prince- 

Edouard.  Ph:  (418)  525-4997. 

OGroupe  gai  de  I  'Universiti  Laval  (GGUL),  CP  2500, 

Pavilion  Lemieux,  Citi  universitaire,  G1K  7P4. 

OLe  Groupe  Unigailnc.  CP  152,  Succ  Haute-Ville 

G1R  4P3.  Social  and  cultural  activities. 

OL  'Heure  Gaie.  Pavilion  De  Koninck.  Cite  Universitaire, 

Sainte-Foy.  Radio  program  CKRL-FM,  89.1  MHz.  Thurs 

7  pm. 

OLigue  Mardi-Gai,  Ph:(418)  524-2219,  Richard  Huot. 

OParoisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  eucharistique). 

685.  Cdte  Franklin,  G1M  2L9.  Ph:  (418)  688-5564. 

OTelegai.  (418)522-2555.  Gay  info,  Tues-Sat,  7-11  pm. 

Recorded  message  rest  of  time. 

Sherbrooke 

OL  Association  pour  I'ipanouissement  de  la  communauti 
gaiedel'Estrie(L'ACGE),  a/s  Michel  Rondeau.  43  rue  Hall, 
J1G  1V2. 


ONTARIOi 


Provincial 

OCoalltion  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO),  Box  822,  Stn 

A,  Toronto  M5W  1G3.  Ph:  (416)533-6824. 

OOntario  Gay  Teachers '  Caucus,  Box  923,  Stn  F,  Toronto 
M4Y  2L8. 

Georgetown 

Georgetown  Gay  Friends.  Box  223,  L7G  4T1. 
Ph:  (416)  877-0228. 

Guelph 

OGuelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H  6L8.  Gayline:  (519) 
836-4550,  24  hrs. 

OGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Into:  (519)  836-4550.  Mon. 
Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

OGay  Fathers  ol  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice,  and  pot- 
luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call  Gayline  lor  meeting  places 
and  times. 

Gayline  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and  activities, 
and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416)  523-7055  Wed  through 
Sun,  7-11  pm. 

OGay  Women  ol  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call  Gayline  for 
meeting  places  and  times. 

OHamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men 
and  women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers 
on  topics  of  community  interest.  Meetings  on  alternate 
Wednesdays.  Rm  607.  Chester  New  Hall,  McMaster  Univ- 
ersity, 7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  information. 

Lambda  Gay  Youth  ol  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  lor  meeting  places  and  times. 
OAddress  lor  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44,  Stn 

B,  L8L  7T5. 

Kingston 

OQueen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)  542-5226. 
OQueen  's  Homophile  Association.  Student  Affairs  Centre, 
51  Queen's  Crescent.  Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 
(613)  547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

Foundation  for  the  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  1497,  Stn  C,  Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 
OGay  AA.Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 
OGay  Liberation  ol  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o  Federation  ol 
Students.  University  of  Waterloo.  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph: 
(519)884-GL0W. 

OGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues  and  Wed, 
6:15pm,  CKMS-FM,  94  5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OGay  Rights  Organization  ol  Waterloo,  Box  2632.  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 

OKttchener /Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  2741,  Stn 
B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

OKitchener-Watertoo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation  of 
Students.  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1. 

Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to  8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OLesbian  Organization  ol  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box  2422, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 

London 

Foundation  lor  the  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D.  N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519) 
644-1061. 


OGayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423  Info  24  hrs/day  Peer 
counselling  Mon.  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7- 1 1  pm. 
OHomophile  Association  ol  London,  Ontario  (HALO),  649 
Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519)  433-3762. 
OMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724.  Stn  D. 
N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  7pm  at  Unitarian  Church, 
29  Victoria  St.  Singspiration  at  6:45  pm. 
OWestern  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Community 
Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario.  Ph:  (519)  679-6423. 

Mississauga/ Brampton 

OGEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62,  Brampton 
L6V  2K7. 

OGayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

OGayline,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 

OGay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls  L2E  6V5. 

North  Bay 

OCaring  Homosexuals  Association  ol  North  Bay  (CHANB), 

Box  649,  Callander  POH  1H0.  Ph:  (705)  472-0909. 

Ottawa 

ODignity/Ottawa/Digniti,  Box  2102.  Stn  D.  KIP  5W3. 

OGay  People  at  Carleton.  c/o  CUSA,  Carleton  University. 

For  more  inlormation  call  (6 13)  237- 1717. 

OGays  of  Ottawa/ Gais  de  I  Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  D, 

K1P  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  Lisgar  St.  Gayline:  (613) 

238-1717.  Office:  (613)233-0152. 

OGay  Youth  Ottawa/ Hull/  Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d  Ottawa/ Hull 

may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address  and  phone  number 

as  Gays  of  Ottawa.  Meetings/drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175 

Lisgar  St. 

Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St  George 's 

Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St.  K2P  1N9.  Ph:(613) 

235-1636.  Meeting  and  Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd 

and  4th  Weds  of  month),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George 's  Church. 

OLesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/ Lesbians  and  Gays  on 

Campus,  c/o  SFUO.  85  rue  Hastey  Street,  K1N  6N5. 

OMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868.  Stn  B, 

K1P5T1.Ph:  (613)  235-3438. 

OParents  of  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8. 

Sarnia 

OGay  Alliance  ol  Sarnia-Port  Huron  (GASP),  Box  642, 
Sarnia  N7T  7J7. 

Sudbury 

OGay  Association  ol  Sudbury  (GAS),  Box  395,  Stn  B. 
P3E  4P6. 

Thunder  Bay 

Northern  Women's  Centre.  316  Bay  St.  P7B  1S1.  Ph: 
(807)345-7802. 

OGays  of  Thunder  Bay  (GTB),  Box  2155,  StnP,  P7B  1S4. 
Ph:  (807)  345-8011. 

OGay  Youth  Thunder  Bay,  c/o  GTB.  Meetings  1st  and  3rd 
Mondays  of  each  month,  7:30  pm. 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  the  Community 
section  in  Out  in  The  City,  which  begins  on  page  36. 

Windsor 

OGayAA.  Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 

Integrity/Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  7002, 
Sandwich  Postal  Sta,  N9C  3Y6.  Ph:  (519)  252-0979. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  (LGSC),  c/o 
Students '  Activities  Council,  Univ  ol  Windsor. 
Ph:  (519)  252-0979.  Rap  sessions  weekly. 
OWindsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn, 
N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  252-0979. 


MANITOBA 


Provincial 

Manitoba  Gay  Coalition.  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  ol  Manitoba, 
Winnipeg  R3T  2N2. 

Brandon 

OGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  Ph:(204) 
727-4046. 

Winnipeg 

Families  of  Gays.  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  ?N2.  Ph:  (204)  743-4549. 
OCouncll  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912. 
R3C  3R2. 

Dignity/Winnipeg.  Box  1912,  R3C3R2. 
OGays  tor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU.  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

Manitoba  Physicians  lor  Homosexual  Understanding,  Box 
3911,  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 

Project  Lambda.  Inc,  gay  community  services.  Box  391 1, 
StnB,R2W5H9. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph:  (204) 
786-4581. 


SASKATCHEWAN  i 

Provincial 

OSaskatchewan  Gay  Coalition.  Box  7508,  Saskatoon 
S7K  4L4. 

Kindersley 

OWest  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown),  c/o 
Drawer  1,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon  7SK  4L4. 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre.  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 
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Regina 

<  'Dignity  lor  Gay  Catholics  and  Friends,  Box  1375,  Fort 

Qu'Appelle,  SOG  1S0. 

OGay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2069  Broad  St, 

S4P  1Y4.  Ph.  (306)  522-7343.  For  info  concerning  social 

functions,  contact  Rumours. 

none  Loaf,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church  in 

Saskatchewan,  2-1805  Rae  St,  S4T2E3. 

Rumours  (gay  community  centre),  2069  Broad  St  (back 
door),  S4P  1Y4.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  Counselling  and  in- 
formation TuesandSat,  7:30-9:00  pm.  Socials  Thurs,  Fri 
and  Sat  evenings. 

Saskatoon 

Gay  Academic  Union.  Box  419,  SubP06,  S7N  OWO. 
OGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8.  245-3rd 
Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 
r  Grapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays.  Ph: 
(306)  343-5963. 

Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women 's  Liberation,  Box 
4021.S7K3T1. 

Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St,  S7K0M1. 


ALBERTA, 


Provincial 

UAIberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA), 
Box  1852,  Edmonton  T5J  2P2. 

Calgary 

ODignity/Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7.  Ph:  (403) 
269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 
dFoundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals. 8-330  23  Avenue  SW.  Ph:  (403)  233-7360. 
OGay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  MacEwan  Hall, 
Univ  of  Calgary,  T2N1N4. 

OGay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRC),  Olf  Y 
Bldg.  Suites  317-323,  223  12  Ave  SW,  T2P  0G9.  Ph}  (403) 
209-3911.  Information  and  counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10pm. 
Socials,  discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action. 
Mailing  address:  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1. 
Dlntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  1492, 
Stn  l  T2H  2H7. 

OLesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 
238-0140,  evenings. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945,  Stn  D, 
T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services  Sundays  at  11:30 
am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 

Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn 
M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 
OWomyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn  M, 
T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  267-3098. 

Edmonton 

Dignity/Edmonton.  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
OGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852, 
T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph:  (403)  424-8361. 
Uhletropolltan  Community  Church,  Bbx  1312,  T5J  2M8. 
Ph:  (403)  482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

Lethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 
Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

r  Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box 
2715.  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARD),  Box  356.  T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

Rural  Lesbian  Association.  RR  1,Box6,  Ruskin,  BC 
VOM  1R0. 

Kamloops 

□  Tfte  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by  writing  to 
Box  3343.  V2C  6B9.  Meet  friends,  peer  counselling,  infor- 
mation. 

Kelowna 

I  lOkanagan  Gay  Organization,  Box  1165,  Stn  A,  Kelowna 
VI Y  7P8.  Mutual  support.  The  group  can  be  contacted 
directly  by  phone  through  We  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre. 

Nelson 

I I  The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  Nelson.  V1L  5R2 

Prince  Rupert 

[  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by  writing  to 
Box  881.  V8J3Y1. 

Revelstoke 

Lothlorien.  Box  2054,  VOE  2S0.  Information,  hospitality, 
counselling 

Vancouver 

;  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130.  MPO.  V6B  3X6 
I  .Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio.  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4  Thurs  at  6:30  pm.  102  7 
MHzFM 

Dignity /Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B3X5  Ph:  (604) 
684-7810 

GayAA.  (604)  733-4590  (men).  (604)  929-2585 
(women). 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  ol  the  BC  NOP.  (604)  669-5434 

Gayblevision .  TV  show  produced  by  gay  people  about  gay 
life,  culture  and  art  Regular  monthly  and  special  program- 
mes 837BidwellSt.  VK2J7  Ph  (604)689-5661. 

Gay  Bridge  Club,  c/o  Bert  Curry.  (604)  684-3564 


•Gay  Festival  Society.  Box  34397,  Stn  D,  V6J  4P3. 
OGay/ Lesbian  Law  Association,  Faculty  of  Law,  University 
ol  British  Columbia,  Vancouver. 
OGay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  Society,  Simon 
Fraser  University,  BurnabyV5A  1S6.  Ph:(604)  291-3181 
or  291-31 11. 

OGay  People  ol  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg,  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1W5.  Ph:  (604)  228-6781  or 
228-4638.  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12:30  pm  in  SUB 
207/209. 

OHachug,  Jewish  gay  group.  Box  69406,  V5K  4W6. 
Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box  34161, 
Stn.  D,  V6J4N1  Ph: (604)732-0412. 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay 
People  of  UBC,  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg,  UBC,  V6T  1W5. 
OLesbian  Information  Line,  1501  W  Broadway.  (604) 
734-1016.  Sunday  and  Thurs,  7-10  pm. 
OThe  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  102. 7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 
OLesbian  &  Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action  Group,  c/o 
2766  W  4th  Ave.  Ph:  (604)  734-1016. 
OMetropolrtan  Community  Church,  Box  51 78,  V6B  4B2. 
Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  7:30  pm  Sundays,  at  181 1 
West  16th  Ave. 

OParents  &  Friends  ol  Gays.  (604)  987-6027  or  988-7786. 
ORights  of  Lesbians,  Box  24687.  Stn  C.  (Subcommittee  ol 
BC  Federation  ol  Women.) 

OSEARCH  Community  Services.  24-448  Seymour  St. 
V6B3H1.Ph:  (604)  689-1039. 
OSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  24-448  Seymour 
St,  V6B  3H1. 

OSociety  lor  Education,  Action,  Research  and  Counselling 
in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH),  Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre, 
V7X  1A8. 

OSociety  lor  Political  Action  lor  Gay  People  (SPAG),  Box 
2631.  Main  PO.  V6B  3W8.  Ph:  (604)  876-2674. 
OStage  DoorJohnies  (Theater  Group).  Ph:  (604) 
738-2710. 

OVancouver  VD  Clinic,  Prov  Health  Lab,  828  W  10th  Ave 
(near  Vancouver  Gen  Hosp).  Ph:  (604)  874-2331  (220). 
OVancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC),  Box  2259, 
MPO,  V6B  3W2.  Ph:  (604)  253-1258. 
OWest-End  Community  Volleyball,  c/o  201-1263  Nicola, 
V6G  2E8.  Ph:  (604)  687-6174. 

Women  in  Focus,  204-456  W Broadway,  V5Y  1R3.  Ph: 
(604)  872-2250. 

OYoung  Gay  People,  c/o  28-448  Seymour  St.  Ph:  (604) 
689-1039. 

OYounger  Lesbian  Drop-In,  4-45  Kingsway.  Ph:  (604) 
874-0994.  7:30  Tues. 
OZodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872,  Stn  D,  V6J  4L6. 

Victoria 

OFeminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box  237,  Stn  E, 

V8W  2M6. 

OGay  Men 's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a  month.  Call 

Need  for  time  and  place. 

ONeed  (Victoria  Crisis  Une),  Ph:  (604)  383-6323,  24  hrs  a 

day.  Some  gay  info  available. 

OUniversity  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union  Bldg,  U 

of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

OWAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box  237,  Stn 

E,  V8W  2M6. 


PUBLICATIONS  i 


OAfter  Stonewall,  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

OLe  Berdache,  CP36.  Succ  C,  Montreal,  PQ  H2L  4J7.  Ph: 

(514)  843-8671. 

OThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 

M5W  1X9.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

OGay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6V5. 

OGay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

OGO  Info,  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I  'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 

Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON  K1P  5W9. 

OHave  You  Heard?,  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 

Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 

International  Justice  Monthly,  c/o  RR  4,  Harrow,  ON 
NOR  1G0. 

Lesbians /Lesbiennes.  Box  2531,  Stn  B,  Kitchener,  ON. 
OMaking  Waves:  An  Atlantic  Quarterly  lor  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men,  Box  8953.  Station  A,  Halifax.  NSB3K  5M6. 
OMetro  Community  News,  730  Balhurst  St,  Toronto, 
M5S  2R4.  Ph:  (416)  532-2333. 
OOut  and  About,  Box  3911,  StnB,  Winnipeg  R2W  5H9. 
OSparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian  Newslet- 
ter, Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  NS  B3J 
3K6. 

OThunderGay,  write:  GTB,  c/o  Box  2155,  Thunder  Bay, 
ON. 

D  VGCC  News,  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  Society, 
Box  2259,  Main  Post  Office.  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3W2. 
(604)253-1258. 


GIVE  GAY  LIBERATION 
A  HUMAN  FACE. 

Network  is  more  than  simply  a  list  of  gay  and  les- 
bian organizations.  It  s  also  a  way  to  let  people  in 
your  part  of  the  country  know  what 's  happening. 
It 's  a  way  to  help  get  others  involved. 

But  the  information  provided  here  is  pretty 
sketchy  We  'd  like  to  be  able  to  say  more  about 
who  you  are  and  the  kind  of  work  you  're  doing  — 
but  we  can 't  unless  you  tell  us.  Send  us  more  infor- 
mation about  your  group  —  and  please,  please, 
send  pictures  Help  us  show  the  laces  that  go  with 
all  these  names. 

Write  with  your  ideas  to  TBP  Network.  Box  7289. 
Station  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
mATEJ 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


A  GREAT  WAY 
TO  KEEP  IN  TOUCH: 


A  subscription  to 

The  Body  Politic  can  keep 

you  informed,  entertained 

and  challenged  all  year  long. 

It 's  a  good  way  to  make  sure 

you  don  V  miss  a  single  issue. 

And  it  's  a  good  deal,  too. 

Check  the  order  form  on 

page  12. 


HOTEL  AND  TAVERN 

Daily,  noon  to  1  a.m. 

Toronto's  first  all-gay 

hotel  and  tavern  —  a  complete 

overnite  vacation  complex: 

•clean  rooms,  singles 
and  doubles 

•dining  room,  TV  lounge 

•daily  maid  service 

•ample  parking 

•outdoor  beer  garden 

•Toronto's  finest 
leather/denimbar 


Rates:  $18  per  room  per  night 
Weekly  and  monthly  rates 
available 

Your  hosts: 
Dave  and  George 

18  Eastern  Avenue 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  1H5 

(416)368-4040 

100%  gay-owned  and  operated 


You  are  invited  to  the 

4th  Atlantic  Community  Conference 

of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  sponsored  by  the 

Atlantic  Gay  Association 

October  16th,  17th  and  18th 
in  beautiful  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick 

Theme:    LIVING  GAY 

Guest  Speaker:  DON  CLARK,  psychologist  and 
author  of  Loving  Someone  Gay 
and  Living  Gay 

To  be  announced 
Welcoming  reception 
Gay- Positive  Musician:  Willie  Sordill 
Dance  •  Maritime  Hospitality 
Art  display  and  sale:    Atlantic  region  gay  artists,  poets 

and  writers 

Registration:  $25.00 
Pre-registration  by  October  1, 1981:  $20.00 

Billeting  and  childcare  provided.  Accommodation  for  the  disabled. 

the  hearing  impaired  and  the  sight-impaired  will  be  provided 

upon  preregistration  request. 

For  more  information  write  to: 

F.L.A.G. 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays 

Box  1556,  Station  A,  Fredericton,  NBE3B  5G2 

or  call  the  FLAG  line  on  any  Tuesday  or  Thursday 
7  to  9  p.m. .at  (506)  472-9576 


Workshops: 
Entertainment: 
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Toronto  doesn't  have  a  good  gay 
fuck  bar.  This  is,  perhaps,  not 
surprising  in  a  province  which 
will  not  allow  the  sale  of  beer  in 
ballparks,  but  it  is  still  very  sad. 
In  the  spirit  that  one  ought  to  up  the 
ante  before  we  start  thinking  we're 
lucky  to  have  the  few  baths  that  are  still 
open,  I  want  to  put  in  a  pitch  for  The 
Mineshaft. 

The  Mineshaft  is  a  New  York  bar.  It 
is  usually  preceeded  by  the  adjective 
"notorious"  —  when  it  is  written  about 
at  all.  It  is  a  magician  —  it  takes  the 
ordinary  and  opens  it  up  and  you  find  it 
rich  inside  with  light  and  bright  scarves 
and  rings  and  coins  and  feathers  and 
many  surprises.  It  is  a  place  to  go  to 
think.  There  are  dark  rooms. 

I  went  there  with  my  lover  after  a 
night  of  wandering  among  the  bars  on 
Manhattan's  lower  west  side,  after  a 
night  of  the  ordinary  friendliness  of  the 
American  gay  man  in  bars  with  names 
like  The  Spike  and  The  Ramrod.  We 
almost  didn't  go.  We  were  tired  and  un- 
sure of  the  address,  and  like  good  Cana- 
dian tourists  in  New  York  we  were  wary 
and  nervous  on  streets  that  seemed  like 
shadowed  invitations  to  mayhem.  But 
we  followed  two  men  because  we 
thought  they  would  lead  us  there,  and 
they  did.  On  our  last  night  in  New 
York,  shortly  after  midnight  ("I  didn't 
know  it  opened  that  early,"  said  one 
startled  habitue)  we  were  led  to  a  street 
like  a  sound  stage  —  empty,  cobbled, 
graced  by  meat  hooks  hanging  empty 
until  dawn. 

We  walked  away  from  the  door  three 
times.  There  were  good  excuses:  our 
plane  left  at  seven,  we  were  already 
tired,  there  was  always  next  time. 

And  we  were  scared. 

It  was  probably  exasperation  at  our 
own  timidity  that  sent  us  up  the  narrow 
stairs.  A  sign  on  the  door  at  the  bottom 
said,  "No  Lacoste.  No  cologne.  No 
bright  shirts." 

"You'll  have  to  take  your  shirts  off," 
said  the  guy  at  the  door.  Not  threaten- 
ing or  rude  —  just  matter  of  fact.  "You 
can  tuck  them  under  your  belt,"  he  ad- 
ded. We  did,  paid  admission,  got  one 
drink  ticket  and  went  in. 

At  first,  it  seemed  like  any  other  gay 
bar  striving  for  a  wrong-side-of-the- 
tracks  flavour.  Dim,  shabby,  a  long  bar, 
a  few  dudes  in  jeans  and  tank  tops 
lounging  about,  but  that  ordinariness 
opens  up  into  other  rooms,  many  more 
that  you  think  you  will  meet,  joined  by 
hallways,  narrow  stairwells.  You  may 
even  end  up  on  the  roof,  the  tar  still 
sticky  from  the  day's  heat,  and  you  can 
be  startled  that  the  city  is  still  there  in  its 
quiet,  jagged,  crumbling  outline  before 
you  go  back  downstairs  where  some- 
thing that  we  are  inventing  struggles  out 
of  the  bits  and  pieces  we  have  learned  to 
call  a  gay  bar. 

A  beautiful  man  is  leaning  against  a 
railing.  He  is  smoking  and  talking  to  a 
friend.  He's  not  wearing  a  shirt. 
Another  man  is  on  his  knees  in  front  of 
him,  sucking  his  cock.  Someone  else 
fingers  his  asshole.  He  hardly  seems  to 
notice,  though  now  and  then  he  laughs. 
A  few  feet  away  there  is  a  rather  elabor- 
ate wooden  construction  supporting 


Gerald  Hannon  looks  for  a  new  language 

to  describe  the  misunderstood  delights  of  fuck  bars 

The  heart  of  The  Mineshaft 


some  leather  harneses  at  the  ends  of 
chains.  A  naked  man  glides  into  it,  each 
limb  lifted  into  a  waiting  restraint.  The 
position  holds  his  legs  up  and  apart, 
thrusting  his  ass  forward,  and  men 
come  up  and  finger  his  asshole.  His  ex- 
pression doesn't  change  much.  He  sniffs 
at  a  bottle  of  poppers.  After  a  while 
someone  lingers,  slowly  works  his  full 
hand  in,  up  past  the  wrist.  Sometimes 
the  man  in  the  sling  kicks  gently,  as  if 
he  were  being  hurt,  and  the  whole  ap- 
paratus swings  delicately.  The  man  with 
the  vanished  hand  follows  the  move- 
ments like  a  dancer.  The  man  in  the 
sling  never  gets  a  hard-on. 

On  a  bench  nearby  is  another  man 
being  fist-fucked. 

Most  of  the  men  in  the  bar  are  partly 
clothed.  A  few  are  naked,  a  few  in  jock- 
straps. Some  men  are  carrying  cans  of 
beer  around,  but  there  doesn't  seem  to 
be  that  much  drinking  going  on.  Or 
even  that  much  cruising  —  as  I  know  it. 
No  glances  held  for  a  finely  calibrated 
measure  of  insinuation,  not  much 
smiling. 

In  one  corner  there  is  an  opening  in 
the  floor  —  the  scaffolding  above  it  sug- 
gests a  mineshaft.  The  opening  is  less 
than  three  feet  wide,  the  stairs  are  steep 
and  dark  and  they  lead  down  to  what  I 
guess  must  be  street  level.  The  same  dim 
lighting,  more  rooms,  rough  cement 
floors,  empty  of  furniture. 

Most  of  the  men  —  and  it's  beginning 
to  get  crowded  —  are  in  a  room  that  has 
two  bathtubs  in  it.  A  fully  clothed  man 
lies  out  in  one  of  them  —  he's  wearing  a 
baseball  cap,  has  a  dotted  red  hanky 
knotted  at  his  neck.  Men  are  standing 
around  the  tub  with  their  cocks  out. 
One  of  them  is  pissing  into  the  face  of 
the  man  in  the  tub  and  he  follows  the 
stream  rapturously,  gulping  great 
mouthfuls,  letting  it  play  against  his 
face  and  down  his  neck.  A  naked  youth 
sits  on  the  edge  of  the  tub,  playing  with 
his  cock.  There  are  three  men  in  the 
other  tub,  looking  a  little  disconsolate. 
No  one  is  pissing  on  them.  Next  time  I 


wander  through  the  room,  someone  is. 

Another  room  is  completely  dark. 
Somewhere  in  a  black  corner,  I  learn 
later,  Robert  is  having  the  gentlest  of 
bambisexual  encounters.  I  meet  him  and 
his  friend  later,  having  a  drink  in  the 
bar,  and  the  three  of  us  chat  for  a  while. 
Mostly  I  wander  from  room  to  room 
and  watch.  Men  grab  my  crotch  and 
squeeze  from  time  to  time. 

I  didn't  have  sex.  I  didn't  talk  with 
anyone  either,  except  Robert's  friend. 
There  didn't  seem  to  be  much  talking 
going  on. 

I  hope  I  have  given  a  fair  impression 
of  a  first  visit  to  The  Mineshaft.  I  have 
tried  to  write  somewhat  cooly  about  it, 
while  still  keeping  some  sense  of  the 
magical  transformation  of  everyday 
things:  industrial  streets,  dark  rooms, 
bathtubs,  meat  hooks,  a  roof. 

There  is  no  mode  for  writing  about 
•such  things  which  will  alert  readers  to 
the  loveliness  of  it,  there  is  no  code. 
There  were  no  waves,  no  lonely  cries 
from  a  seagull  wheeling  overhead,  no 
candlelight,  no  glowing  embers  in  a  fire- 
place, no  wine,  there  were  no  runs  along 
a  beach,  no  sighs,  no  long  looks,  no 
gentle  reachings-out  to  touch  a  face,  no 
slow  dancing,  no  final  rapturous 
surrender. 

All  of  those  elements  are  signs  that  a 
sexual  act  is  about  to  happen  in  a  social- 
ly acceptable  framework.  They  are  the 
most  classically  "romantic"  —  but 
there  are  many  others.  There  are  clues, 
for  example,  that  indicate  a  sudden 
surge  of  animal  lust  has  made  it  inap- 
propriate to  seek  out  the  conventional 
sexual  arena,  and  it  becomes  permissible 
to  leave  a  trail  of  discarded  clothing  to 
the  quick  fuck  on  the  dining  room 
table. 

There  are  no  conventional  modes, 
however,  which  can  make  The  Mine- 
shaft  comprehensible.  Even  The  Bar- 
racks in  Toronto  stands  outside  the 
framework,  nourishing  and  elaborating 
within  itself  new  ways  of  saying,  "I  care. 
You  are  beautiful.  I  want  to  fuck  you.  I 


want  you  to  fuck  me.  These  things  thrill 
me.  These  acts  are  lovely." 

Mark  Bonokoski  is  a  columnist  for 
the  Toronto  Sun.  He  wrote  a  column 
about  The  Barracks  on  February  17,  a 
piece  based  entirely  on  information  sup- 
plied by  the  police  who  raided  it.  Bono- 
koski admitted,  when  I  spoke  to  him, 
that  he  never  visited  the  place  —  but  he 
wasn't  much  more  forthcoming,  having 
just  been  sued  for  libel  and  slander  by 
The  Barracks'  owners.  The  article  was 
ripe  with  a  sense  of  moral  indignation: 
Bonokoski  noted  that  "homosexuality 
doesn't  turn  me  on,"  and  "that  S&M  is 
where  my  indignation  comes  out." 
When  I  asked  if  the  "romantic  mode" 
were  one  he  felt  comfortable  with,  he 
said  "  it  would  be  nice  if  that  happened 
all  the  time....  It  has  a  gentle  aspect  to 
it.  You  want  tenderness." 

Bonokoski,  I  expect,  would  see  noth- 
ing tender  in  one  man's  pissing  into  the 
face  of  another,  and  Bonokoski's 
writing  and  attitudes  probably  strike  a 
chord.  I  spoke  with  a  member  of  Gay 
Youth  Toronto  recently  who,  though  he 
dismissed  the  Sun  as  a  rag,  tended  to 
buy  Bonokoski's  version  of  what  goes 
on  at  The  Barracks.  And  there  is  a  sense 
among  some  members  of  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  that  they  really  wish 
they  weren't  fighting  their  first  bawdy- 
house  battle  around  The  Barracks. 

The  man  who  made  the  pitch  for 
money  at  a  recent  RTPC  fundraiser 
talked  about  how  he  might  not  approve 
of  what  went  on  there,  but  it  was  hap- 
pening in  private  and  was  none  of  his 
business. 

It  is,  though,  most  especially  our 
business.  The  baths  in  general,  and 
places  like  The  Barracks  in  particular, 
give  gay  men  a  chance  to  elaborate  com- 
munally our  own  modes  of  sexual  and 
affectional  exchange,  and  may  Finally 
give  us  the  vocabulary  and  the  frame- 
work to  talk  about  pissing  in  each 
other's  faces,  to  add  such  an  act  to  the 
list  of  sunsets,  long  walks  in  the  woods, 
sighs,  surrenders. 

"I  pissed  in  his  face." 

"I  tied  myself  to  his  body  with  the 
hot  rope  of  my  own  piss." 

A  great  deal  depends  on  how  you  say 
these  things,  and  we  have  to  learn  to  say 
these  things  together.  Our  community  is 
still  something  of  a  sexual  baby  that 
hasn't  learned  to  talk,  and  one  of  the 
places  gay  men  are  going  to  learn  to  talk 
is  the  baths.  Toronto  needs  its  baths. 
Toronto  needs  The  Barracks.  Toronto 
needs  a  good  gay  fuck  bar. 

The  baths  and  bars  are  the  closest 
things  gay  men  have  to  community  cen- 
tres. We  go  there  to  invent  ourselves.  1 
think  they  would  be  better  places  if  we 
ran  them  ourselves,  if  we  stopped  being 
passive  about  them  and  saw  them  as 
places  we  could  mold  and  design.  They 
would  be  better  places  if  we  were  more 
conscious  that  we  were  going  there  not, 
in  fact,  to  be  private,  but  to  elaborate, 
as  a  group,  how  to  say  yes,  how  to  say 
no,  what  manners  are,  what  group  sex 
means,  what  responsibility  to  each  other 
means,  how  to  find,  deep  in  The  Mine- 
shaft  or  the  congenial  darkness  of  The 
Barracks,  ways  to  talk  that  will  aid  us  in 
the  invention  of  ourselves.  □ 
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of  health  top- 
ics for  women. 
4yr/$6.75 


Canada's 
national  gay 
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magazine writ- 
ten with  an 
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workers  and 
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